ArrIL 24th, 1895.]

Tlso vegrot thoe loss of annthor who hail, ne
$Assistant Home Soorotary, boon only n com-
Fparatively short timo with us—I allude to
4)Miss Shortreed, now Mrs. Horne—but who,
Iwoarv assured, will in her new ephore, cun-
tinue tu forward in avery practical way the
Ahest fnterests of the Socicty, ns she did while
with us.

Wo are all no doubt watching very clusely
the events vceurring in connotion with the war
. {huvseon Japan nns CLina, and spodially are

‘Jwo anxious ns tr what may be the result with
) rd to the missionaries and mission work,
in both countrics, May I draw your atteation
~§to a deaply intoresting and oncournging

Zaccuunt given by the Rev, H. Loomis, Yoko-
hama, o woll know missionsry of tho Prosby
“Ktorian Church in tho United States, of tho
_ idistribution of Gospels and Testamonts
“-gameng tho Japancse soldiers and sailors, and
Ao the Chineso in the prisons and hospitals in
§Japsn, and which should stir up in each
Yheart, deep folt gratitude and praiso to our
{ Heavenly Fathor for putting it into tho
"1 hoarts of missionaries and othors to attempt
~§ the distribution at this time, and controlling
tho wills of thoso in power, who so graciously
and heartily gave their influenco and author-
ity to assist the distribution. Mr, Loomis's
first attempt was in Hiroshima, the capital
‘Rof Japan, taking a basket full of Gospelsand
and riding through the city offering them to
all the suldiers he met. Many received them
. §yladly and some professed to be Christians.
“ }-1'his continued threo days, and with the help
“gof others, moro than 4,000 were thus given.
3 Fortunately the distribution began on Sab-
bath, for by Monday evening largo numbers
leftforthesoat of war. Anassistantsecrotary of
‘}tho cabinet, and an earnest Christian, express
od his hearty approval of the work and offer-
ed to sond a supply to a Christian ofticer on
3 board tlmFlngah'\Sbfor diatribution thore,and

through hima 3,000 Gospels and 50 Testa-
"§ ments werasent.  Next Mr. Loomis obtained
permission to visit the hospital in Na-go-ya,
Osaks and Hireshima, where the sick and
wounded Chinese were ; and to those who
§ could read copies in Chinese were givon and
4 received with evident pleasure, ext, Mr.
Loomis went to the Red Cross Hospital in
J Tokiyo, Dr. dcCarter going with him, who,
having spont 30 years in China, was able to
converse with the soldiers in their own lang-
2§ uago explain the object of tho visit and tell
1 something about Christ. Tho men listened
&1 with deepest interest, and accepted the Gos-
2 :f pel with thankfulness. Both theso Gentle-
. 4 men testified that all these prisoners received
52 the same care and attentivn as the Japanese
< 3 did, and that the Empress urdered artificial
-3 limbs to be supplied to both. Finding the com-
=1 mander of the Tokiyo division fricndly to his
&§ work, Mr. Loomis asked for hberty to distri-
i} bute to tho Japarese also. At once he said
E} ] have the authority and willingly give you
g
3
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4 permnssion in this Division,"” and also pro-
% pused that as there were about 1,000 wound-
6] ed and sick in the huspital with nothing todo,
7§ they should be supplied first. Then Mr.
i§ Loomis asked for the same priviloge among
the soldiers of the Imperial Guard, and not
only was this given but the Commander-in-
Chief, a cousin of the Emperor's, kindly ex-
pressed both his approval and thanks for the
{ work the Bible Socioties were doing. Find-
ing s0 much favor, Mr. Loomis next went to
the War Departmemt, and asked Gen. Ro-
dama permissiun to visit all the garrisuns
in Japan, and supply the men with
copies of the Gospels. This, too, was
granted, and letters were written to the
commanders of each division to give M.
Loomissuchassistanceas he might require, and
list of locations with the number of soldiers
in each. The latest reports from. Hiroshima
is that four chaplains have been chosen to
sond to the army in Chinn to teach the
soldiers Christianity. The result of investi-
gations into tho characterand conduct of the
Chustian soldiers, being favorable it was
decided that Christianity be encouraged. On
the 23rd Feb., 12,000 eoldiers were drawn up
4 at Nagaya, and after an address on the Bible
4 and Christianity, each reccived a Gospel.
% About 30,000 Gospels and Testaments have
>
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been distributed already. On the st Feb.
1 20,000 more were to be ready for the Im-

perial Guard and on the 10th, 40,000 addi-
g tional. Mr. Loomis adds: * In the course
4 of a month we hupo to put a portion of
4 Seripturc in the hand of every soldier and
3 milorin Japan. You wms” have heard alsoof
the successful distribution of Gospels and
Religious Tracts, by missionaries of several
socicties and native Christians, to the thous-
ands of students from the higher ranks in
China who enter for the tricnnial cxsmina-
tions at Wu Chang and Navkin, Tho distri-
bution began at 4 p.m., and lasted all night
and all next day till 45,700 copies—all thoy
had—were accepted by thestudents, knowing
they were Christian books. The sawme was
done ot Nankin, all the packets wero wrapped
up in attractive Chineso covering, with con-
ratulations and complimentar

Sach contalned St. Matthow s Gospel, The

greoting. -

. THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

Acts of tho Apostles, with Religivas Tracts,
aml wore carried to all parts of the Empire
to do their silent work,

_ Our annual special day of prayer was held
in Jauuary last, and, ulthuug}l the day was
anasually sturiny, there was o sory cousid-

orable namber piesunt, and it was
found to bo na  vory delightful and
blessed  one. Wo havo also, since

the anvuuncemont was wade 1 December
by Dr. Roid and the Rov. R. P. Mchay as
to the funds fur thy soseral schomes of vur
church boing su far behind, set apart a por-
tion of ovory wueckly Buard meeting for spoc-
ial pm{or that all membeors of our congrega-
tious throughout vur land maght bo stirred
up tu a sonse of their individual responsibal-
ity in this matter, and wo may hope that
prayers arising from devout hearts all over
our country will have onterod into the ears
of our Lord, and that the answer will be in
largely increased funds before thoe end of this
month.

The mombers uf our church are realizing
more and mnore tho deep sigmficance of com-
munion with our Lo:d in persevering prayer.

The following oxtract i8 encouraging to
anyuyne who 18 mourmng over her wability to
do all she would in missivnary work. ** Jesus
is waiting to bless us in our darkest hours if
wo but lift up our oyes to sce Him. We
think of Him as willing to help us bear trial,
or to yvercome sin in spintual duties, but
furget Ho will help us in vur trials of busi-
ness o1 sork of all Rinds. Language is often
inadequate to oxpress what is the desire of
our souls. Doep, pure love is never able to
put into words its most sacred feelings. 1t
18 specially truo of prayer that wo cannut at.
tur its doepest and holiest desites. But we
know that Gud can hear thoughts. Do nut
trouble then. There is not the feoblest,
faintest glimmering of a desivo of our be...z2
but God sees it. There is not a heart hun-
gor, nor a wish to be holicr and better, to be
wore Christ-like, tu live to Gud and be a
blessing w others, vra desire o b rid of
sin’s puwer, but God knouws it."

After the address followed praise and
then camo reports of Presbytorial societics,
and of auxiliarics not in connection with
Presbyterial societies. Theso were given in
very brief form, and a feeling exists in some
minds that since the society has becomo so
large, it would be an advantage to have
these printed and held as read. Others
again hold, and with good reason, that thereis
much more of vividness and interest given to
theso ruports by secing the delegate and hav-
ing the report given from the living vcice.
Grestings were also received at this session
from sister societics, cither of our ownor
other churches, by letter or from delegates

appomted for the purpose, The~ wero pres-
ented on this vceasion from the Methodist
Church, the Church of England, the &apust
and Congregational churches, from the Mec-
All Mission, from sister socioties of the
Presbyterian churches in the United States
whose headquarters aro in New York.and
Chicago, and for the first time, und most in-
toresting of all, from Queonsland on the
other side of the globe.

This session closed with prayer for Home
work and workers led by DMrs. Campbell,
of Cheltenham.

Tho sgcond session wss opened at 230
p-m. After devotional exercises, in which
Mrs. Laughton, Bothwell, led in prayer for
Foreign work and workers, abstracts from
annaal reports were pregented in the follow-
ing order, of which we give the substance,
reforring our readers to them in full as they
will b issued by the sucicty. They are all
ropleto with interest and well deserve the
most attentive reading from all interested 1n

tho socioty and its work :
FOREIGN SECRETARY'S REPORT.

Mrs. Harvie, Foreign Secretary, present-
ed her roport. It refurred to the fow who,
nineteen years ago, met in Knox Church to
form the Suciety, roviewed gratefully the
work done, and asserted that they were still
standing on the threshold of the “opoen
door."” The report wont on to review
in dotail the work done, the assistance
given, the mission stotions, missionaries
cmployed and the manifold and intoresting
foatures of the work in tho fields among the
Indisns in our own counntry, amung the
heathon in other parts of the Empire, under
the.powor of idulatry o une or other of its
many forms.

It began with Trisidad, where the mis-

siun, although undor the care of tho Fouruign
Committeo of the Eastorn Division of the
Church, receives assistanco in its educational
work fron this aucivty. In this island are
four prineipal stations in charge of five
ordawned missionaries, nssistod by four Cana-
dian Iadies who have charge of tho schools
at the atativne and adjuining districts.

Tho Nuw Hoebudes were neat touched
pun whore hfty yoars age tho Synod of
Nova Scotia, firat of any Presbytorian
branch of the Church in Canada, entered
upun foreign mission work, and whore three
vut of ecighteen ur more ordained mussiun-
aries aro supported by our Church.

FORMOSA, CHINA.

Uf the work hero Mrs. Harvio says :

** Our estimates for this mission cover an
amount suflicient to meet the salaries of
twenty-five Biblo women, and the expenses
of the Girls' School, meluding Coolies, ro-
pairs, food and clothing, in all not quite
S$1.200. In this school about 40 women and
girls ruceive training from year to year, and
the work of tho Bible women, who wvisit the
homes of the women, 18 characterized by do-
votion, earnestness and success.”

In the same country Hunan 18 neat roferr-
ed to. The sickness of some missionaries,
necessitating thetr return home 1n search of
health : the death of othors whereby not
only the families concerned, but the mission
and the whole church have been bLereaved,
are dwelt upun.  Un account of the weaken
10g of the staff in thus way, and the uncer-
certainty of new or old missionaries return-

ng reaching the interior at present safely,
the report continues :

* Not much ag,ressive work can be dune
at present, but vur Missionaries are fully
and succossfully occupied in giang 1nstruc-
tiun in stativn-classes to enyuiroers, of whom
soveral have been baptized. The number
of baptized native Christians now at the two
stations 18 fourteen.”

THE INDIANS.

The work am ngst them is next taken
up,aud first at Alberni, on Vancouver Island,
B.C. Hero there is s boarding school of
from tweuty to thirty, for Indian children,
uader the charge of Miss Juhnsun and Miss
Minnus, alsu as missionary, Rev. M. Swar-
tout, who, in Septomber last, opgned a new
station at Tclulhat where there are forty-
five children on the roll.  Mr. J. W. Russell
has taken charge of this school. Three
other points, the report continues, should
be nccupied at each of which there are about
twohuudred and fifty Indians, oll pagans.
Thoe soctety is providing $3,000 fo- a school
building at Alberni, aceording to plansagreed
upon by the government, and on a site con
sidcred to be one of the most beautiful in
that part of the country.

MANITOBA AND THE TERRITORIES

are then taken up, to whose missivns and
schuols, as the suciely cuntributes annually
many thousands of dollara, the Foreign
Secretary and Mrs. Jeffrdy, secretary of Sup-
plics, last year paid an extended visit which
has been already, it 1s believed, fraught with
benefit to the work. The Presbyterian
1ndian schools are compnised under che three
heads of Day, Boarding and Induatrial.

“The day schools arc at Okanase, Man.,
Prince Albert and Mistawasis. Sask. ; the
buarding schuuls at Portage la Prairie, Birtle,
Man.,, Crowstand, Round XLake and File
Hills, Assa ; whilo our only industrial
school is at Regina, the capital of the terri-
tories. Tho instruction given in the day
schools resembles that of our Ontano
public schools, the difference being that time
18 given to manual training, and religious
teaching occupies a large share of attention.
In the boarding schools, in additivu, we bave
the simpler formn of industrial wurk,such as
farming, domestic science, house keeping,
otc., added to which thero ia the spiritual in
fluences of the Christian home life. At the
industrial school, the children and youth
have all the above mentioned advantages,
with tochoical teaching from competent
instructors in tho trades, otc.”

Recont legislation has made the attend-
anco of Indian children at these schuuls
compulsory, except in cases of sickness, or
when they may bo necded at home. Fuall
dotails are given of tho work in the schools
at all the points above mentivned, setting
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furth buth the encouragements and discour-
agomonts. Of thom all it may bo said
gonerally :

" That i all these missiun schuuls, Bible
study and Jdaily instructivn in ductrinal and
practical Christinnity, occupy a prominent
place—that industrial training isgiven daily,
and practised by tho clhuldren, as facihitates
and apphiauce: alford uppurtututy —that tho
Euglish cdueativp 18 of a lugh order, and
that each schuul is a Christian home in the
fullest sense of the word, having all the
clemeonts ofa pure and loving family life.”

The report passes from Manitoba and
the Northwest Territories to

INDIA.

Of India ns of other countries and fields,
the record is one of vory varied but constant
work, with much to cheer and not a little,
@ groat deal indoed, to sadden the Christian
heart. Therv have been weariness aud
sickness, compelling a return home of several
missionarics , bereavemont to one of the
missionary families, aad glad return onthe
part of the restored to much loved work.
The chief features of it are now well
known to all our readers. * Zenana visiting,”
teaching, medical and dispensary work,
aro dealt with in detail at all the pointg
which the letters of our missionaries in
India have made famihar to all who desire to
know of it. During the year the work has
had srme features of special interest, as, for
cxample, the great awakening of interest
among tho Mangs, and others noticed in the
mest interesting letter from Mr. Russell,
published in another column. Respecting it
all the report says

* The une ubject 18 to help the suaerer tu
the Savivur, who alune can heal the sick svul,
and to teach the child or the woman, in
schoul or Zenana, the blessed truths of our
glorious Gospel.”

IIOME SKCRETARY'S REPORT.

This was given by Mrs. Shortreed, the
Home Secretary. It is arranged under the
heads of ** Presbyterial Gleanings,” ** Auxil-
iaries,” ** Mission Bands™ and * }Member-
ship.” It refers, in opening, to what prob-
ably all such reports will this year have to
note, namely, the trying character of tho year
financislly :

“Retrenchment has been called for in
almost every department of work. But,
although strictest economy has been de-
manded of and excrcised by many members
of our Society, the Master's work was not
alluwed to suffor, and to day it is our privil-
ego to report ad—ance over previous years—
advance in devotion and zeal as well as in lib-
erty. The standard has not been moved
forward without struggle.”

The efficiency of the Presbyterial organi-
zation is referred to in very high terms,
the devotion and ability of the officers, the
value of the anousl meetings, and of the
wsits and addresses ¢ Presbytenal presid-
ents and returned mi.uonaries. Among
many things of great interest regarding
Auxiliaries which the report mentions, we
can give only the following

** One feature in the réports that has ex-
cited our admiration, 18 the way in which
little bands of women persevered in the
work, though confronted by many difficulties.
Three Auxiliaries report only four members;
1n one, the average attendance was four, and
contributions over forty dollars ; one, with
six members aays, *We would not for a
moment think of giving up the work'; an-
other, *Wo cannot give up our meetings,
coming together for payer has been such a
blessing to us’; still another, * It was urged
that we givo up the work for a ycar, as our
church required so much help, but it was de-
ided unanimiously that we could not afford
to do that.'’

*«Tho Mission Bands,’” the roport says,
“have, on the whole, reported more fully
than in former yeoars, and, 1n some respects,
show marked advance. In several of the
Presbyteriel societics not one Dlission Band
s missing, and earnest faithiul work has been
done by many of them. '’

Vory wisely Mrs, Shortreed says in her
report :

+¢We would earnestly urgoupon tha suxil-
iaries to take a dovsper interest in tho Mis-
sion bands ; they require and should recaive
fostering sarv frum the mothers in tho wurk,
and not be allowed to dwindle and die of

(Condinued on page 270.)



