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To ‘overcome the umcertainty of steam PULPIT, PRESS AND PLATFORM. Dr. Stalker : At present the Bible iIs an
notes Of the weeko communication between Port Said and _— arena of great coutroversy, and the prob-
T Joppa, which has hitherto been the great The Interior : 6,700 persons perishedd  ability is that the contention will in-

A coloured woman who has been a
teacher in the public schools of Brooklyn,
N.Y., ever since the war, has recently been
8Dpointed principal of ome of the largest
%hools in that eity. This is a signifi-
tant eomment om the solemn belief of s®ne
People, less tham fifty years ago, bhat
the negro was nota humnn being and had
10 soul. Syrely the world is progressing.

Irish Dresbyterians are greatly pleas-
at the handsome reference made by
Sir George Bruce, when addressing the
Frea ASSGmb]y, to students of the Irish
Presbyterian Churel, who have been, and
Are attending college at Cambridge.
righ students,” Sir George said, ‘mever
lesert  their own Church, but keep
Steadfast to their own Church, but keep
“0“"i0tiong_’

eqd

The Brit:sh National Society for the
Prevention of cruelty to children reports

817 children rescued from neglect and
Starvation ; 5,783 from habitual violence;
L175 from abandonment ; 1,134 from ex-
Dosure, anq mapy others from various
tomg of cruelty. The Society re-
formy vicious parents. They know that
the agenty are widely scattered, and this
Puts upon them a wholesome restraint.

€ Cruelty prevented by such societies
e:I uch more than that which is correct-

n 1? may be true that in political circles
Grent Britain, the question of ilome
UWe overshadows all others, but in Scot-
lund, at any rate, the question of Cises-
t“miﬂhment holds a by no means second-
ATY Dlace. Its discussion is not confined
Merely o ecclesiastics. Politicians have
Rovy recognized the fact that it must
e rilcm, and it has therefore come to
€ oue of the leading articles on the
Programme of the Liberal party.
¢ questipn, however, has not been al-
Oved to rest even in Parliament, and
Bree private members have introduced
bl dealing witll some phase of the
Urch question in Scotiand.

The horrors of famine are indeed dread-
A late Shanghai despatch concern-
Uhg' A avidespread famine in the interior of
5 'DQ, says that the peopte are driven to
UCh desperate gtealts thatthe sale of wos
1s o 204 children in the affected districts
& daily occurrence, that in some places
Mmale children are being sold by their
W Tents, and that in ome prefecture more
%70 female children have been devoure
:I by the faminetmaddened people. This
sh%kfﬂ'& to contemplate. Yet the per-
Ual drink tragedy in mlany of its de
» N the continual “murder of the in-
“?e%nts,vv is scarcely less appalling, only
become g0 familiar with it, that we

% t0 be ghocked by it.

There is mucn discussion, it is said, as to
¢ Dosition and prospects of the Spur-
'S Pustors’ College. In a very short
Dirio,d It lost its founder and inspirer,
i 'ub(p""ge()n, and its, Primcipal, Mr. Dav-
_tacey, Vg believe it has been sug-
Sesteq that Dr. Pierson should be ap-
&: Inteq Principal. Dr. Pierson has no en-
Ud-gement in America, beyond the editing
IS magazine, and it is understood the
K would be agreeable to him, while
15 % Very popular among the students.
wod if he did not become a Baptist that

Ould _ngt, be an insuperable objection, for
pa: first Primoipal; Mr. Rogers, was a
L, do'Bam‘iB'g and a Congregat:onal min-

T %0 the erd of btk life.

Wor,

obstacle in visiting Palestine, it is propos-
ed to build a line of railway from Joppa
through the country of the Philistines to
Port Baid. The distamce is a little un-
der two hundred miles, and when the road
is completed Port Said will be but twelve
hours by rail from Jerusalem. The nat-
ural advartages which from the earli-
est times have made Damascus the centre
of the overland trade between the Euph-
ra‘tes and the Levant are still showing
themiselves by its being the point upon
which converge four railway lines which
at presentt are either proposed, or under
construction.

The universal rejoicing of the religlous
press in the U.S., In which we heartily
join, over the closing on Sabbath of the
gates ol the Exposition, appears to have
been rather premature, as theyhave
been opened again. Tt !s hoped this may
be only temporary. The people, how-
ever, ag a whole have stamped the course
of the directorate with disapproval &o
emphatic as to show that the nation at
large has no wish to see and will lend
no aid to trampling under foot an insti-
tution which, aphrt altogether from its
sacredness, is in its civil and humanitar-
jan aspects, & priceless Dblessing, with
which all the money, and all the
elevating education, so-called, to be
obtained by openimg the Exposition, are
not for one tmoment to be compared.

The House of Laymen of the Iistablisls-
ed Church of England, by an overwhelming
majority, accepted the principle affirmed
in Sir Douglas Fox’s resolution of the en-
tire sacredaess of the day of rest as a di*
vine "nstitution. The working classes are
not blind to the fact that legislation on
the subject must be attended with conse-
quences to the nation as a whole; and
that the provision of a few hours of
amusement for themselves on the Lord’s
day, will tend to ts being secularized for
other purposes disadvantageous to theme
selvee. Farssighted statesmen have op-
posed the movement, and men, too—as

Lord Beaconsfield and Mr. Gladstone—
whose political differences were most
marked. The House of Commoas, too,

has declared agalinst It on every occasion
on which it has been brought forward.

The first General Synod of the Epis-
copal Churceh in Canada meets in Toronto
next month. As this meeting will be
representative of the whole body from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, it will doubt-
less be one of great importance and pos-
sess no ordinary interest to a)i Christian
denominations in the Dominion. This is
a consummation for which earnest Ang-
licans have long laboured and they are

'tp be congratulated upon the sueccess of

their efforts. This union will create a
Canadian Anglican body having powers
and responsibilities analogous to those
of the Episcopal Church of the United
States. The English Church s now, or
at all evenits will be when the General
Synod  meets, ‘the slster Church of the
Established Church of Ingland, and
of the Episcopal Church of the United
States.  Difficulties will no doubt Dbe
found in getting the whole body under
its changed conditions into good work-
ing order, but these we can well believe
will ic time be overcome by the ~xercise
of a proper Christian spirit. We can wish
nothing better for the emlarged body
than that the union may be as happy in
its working and results as that of the
Presbyterian bodies has been.

by murder in the Western States last year
—in the same area !m which cyclones
killed 170. How much less terr:ble and
destructive the wildest forces of nature
than the-vile and wicked passions of
men |

Abbott E. Kittredfge : Parents, as you
love your children, keep holy the Sabbath
day, fill ts hours with prayer and song
and words that are perfumed with the
Christ—let 1t be the brightest day, the
golden day of the week, to which your
children shall look back wi'th gratitude
to God, whem youshall have fallen asleep.

tHarley College : Meetings were held
at Harley College, Bow, to take fare-
well of thirty-eight students at Harley
House and 1ts associated colleges who
were about to go as missionaries to
foreign lands. The cosmopolitan char-
acter of the institution is shown hy the
fact that among the students were repre-
sentatives of seventeen or eighteen na-
tionalities, including a Turkish and a
Rusgian Armenian. Its undenominational
character is shown by the fact that among
the students leaving are Baptists, Con-
gregationalists, Methodists, Brethren,
T.utherans, as well as members of the
Church of England.

,

The Occident : Reverently weapproach
the throne of grace. ‘There is a dignity
and sweetness in the B'ble prayers, which
never descend to the eommonplace In the
form of their express'on. Endearing
terme cannot express the matureof the
communion between God and H!s people.
How' simple, yet how majestie, In its
phrasing !s “ Our Father,” weakened by
none of the adjectlves w'th which we
stroggle to express human affection and
emotion. The Christ-love cannot be meas-
ured by human standards and epithets.

- The license taken 'm some of our hymnals

s In exceeding bad taste, and the tenden-
cy towards irreverence 's to be deplored.

United Presbyter'an: Tt seems to he
very easy to fall into a careless hab't in
regard to church-go'ng. Even s'ncere
Christians are liable to backslide, and
need constantly to watch and pray, lest
they enter into tembtation. Tt is prob-
able that many of those who make a
profession of rel'zion, and for a time
attend church and seem to be sincere, and
then go back and walk no more with' the
discipler of Jesus, never had the root of
the matter in them—were stony-ground
hearers only. IY ome finds h'mself dispos-
ed to seek after excuses to justify h's non-
attendance upon the public ord'nances of
religlton, he needs to carefully examine
himself. o

Dr. Dale: Alreally Bunday schools have
conferred on this country, bless'ngs which
cammot be measured, but their real and
highest work s only just beginning. What
we need is a deeper and larger est'mate
of what it e possible for them to achieve:
a free and earnest Investigation by the
very best minds of the country of how
their methods are to be 'mproved ; a lar-
ger consecration to this form of Ohris-
tian service of the intellect and the heart,
amd the cultivation of the most earnest
and able members of our churches; and,
in addition to all this, more earnest and
constant prayer that in every Sunday
school God would reveal more fully, both
in teachers and 'm scholars, the greatness
of His power and the glory of His
grace, o

crease. Old views are cast aside; new
theories are cominx up in bewildering
number. To the faint-hearted it may

seem that the authority of Seripture is
declining. But notice how many are read-
ing the Bible, studying It more keenly
than it was ever studed before. Helps
to the Bible are sold by millions. For
the virtue that resides in it we may for
the ‘moment have lost the right name : but
let the Bible be do’ng its unique work of
saving men, and the Church w!ll have
to find a theory commensurate with
the results.

Th» Oceldent : Truth is eternal and un-
changeable. hut views of truth, the sett:ng
of truth, the application of truth, may
and must vary as the ages roll. The dia-
mond is the same to-day in substance and
appearance as when it flashed from the
hreast af beauty centurles ago, but there
certainly has been vast progress in the
art of setting {t. Man must have
bread. That is a truth that will stand
till the heavens fall, hut it is in every
way consistent with the ntmost progress
in the ewinary department. Man must
have n houce ; hut it do~s not fo'low that
styles In architecture may never change.
Put the emphasix on the right thing.
T'rogress mever changes truth, b.ut on-
Iy the garniture of truth. There has
heen progress in astronomy, but the stars
shine on the same forever. There has
been progress in geology, and yet—

“The gray old rocks
Uplift the same unvarying faces

. To every change of sky."”

8o there has been progress In theologlenl
shoe-making. and will be in days to come,
but the old paths of the Gospel will re-
main unaltered until the last wanderer
has found his way back to +he Father’s
house

Rev. J. Hiles H'tchens, D.D.: Laodices
anism !s the bane of the professedly Chris-
tian Church to-day. It abounds on all
sides. With a mistaken definition of
Christian charity. <there Ig display-
el a lamertable {nd*fferemce to er-
ror. Every sect is omfled upon as
though there were no vital Asting.
tions. The higher criticidm Is applauded.
The down grade !s 'gnored. Unftariantsm,
which den’es the divintty of Christ, 1«
deemed to he a phalnnx of the Christ!an
army. Romanism, which most. grossly dis-
homnours Christ, ‘s treated ns a friend, not
as a foe. A fair feld is clalmed lor ev-
ery teacher, whatever he may propound.
Every religion is regarded ag safe. All
roads lead to heaven. There is proba.
tion after death. There *s no necessity
Tor contending for the fa’th once delivered
to the saints. It !s only stirring up strife
among brethren to speak or write agalnst
Popery, Ritual'sm, Tnfidelity, Unitariaw-
ism, Theosophy, and the Ifke. Let every
man’s creed alone, Try and elevate the
Inasses by henevolent and political mea;:- y
sures 'l then be happy' Such ix the
tenor of the teaching sadly too prevalent.
The result is that a sp'ritual lmdf}ffereneo
is mamnifest—an unvsettled, roving, glpsy-
like spirit which marks a large number of
profesgsing  Christians. Inside the Ts-
tablished Church, *mpudent Ritualism and
ley Rationalism grow mide by side. Oqt.
side that Church the men who claimed to
have descended from the Puritans, and to
be the Protestants of Protestantism. the
Diss!dents of. Dissent, are so weaklkneed
that they seldom, and that here and there
only, utter a worqd of protest against the
rapld enroachments of Rom!h errors
Looklng upon the Protestant Ohr'stiag
ghuPeh of to-day, Christ may well say,

I would thou wert cold or hot!”



