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T HERE wiIl be much discussion in O)ntario fo)r
a few days on the nature andi value of cir-

cumstantial evidence. The question is not, as rnany
suppose: Are the circuimstances consistent wvith thec
prisoner's guilt -- The proper question is: Are the_
circumstances i nconsi .s/enit wî.t it/ ls innocû'no , éThere
is a worid of difference between these questions.

METIOD1SM seems to be largely represcnted
M on the Ontario secular press. No iess than

sev.-n newspaper men-with one exception froin
Western Ontario-have seats in tihe General Confer-
ence.' There must be a number more frorn other
parts of the country and a good many at home who
have flot been promnoted to the suprerne court.
Nobody but a fool wvi1l sa), that having so inany
journals manned by Methodists is flot a source of
strenFrth to Methodism. It is often a great advan-
tage to be able to reach the public car through a
friendly medium.

D ISGUISE the fact as we may, the press is
doing a large part of the workli hretofore

donc by the hum-ani voice. Had the lederation
(uestioni not been thoroughly threshed ont in the
newspapers, the General Conference wvouid have
taken two wveeks to settie it instead of five or ten
minutes. There wvas nothing new to be said on the
question, and the Conlerence had too much good
sense to spend time in going over the oid ground.
As Dr. IDouglas remarked, not a vote wvouid have
been changed by a month's debate. There is one
distinct ativantage in this modern method of hand-
ling burning questions. The steam is pretty will
blown off before the court ineets. ,[lad ail the hecat
that escaped throughi the newspapers been condenscd
in the humnan breast until Conference met, the explo-
sionis would have shaken Canadian Methodisrn, and
might have lasted until Christmas.

HERE is a fine joke about tie followingTjaleged stanza of"« Lead kindly Light." The
Catholi'c Rc;'ieý,k pririts it thinks it is very appropri-
ate, and adds that the" sectarian biouses " neyer
published it :

Meanwhile along the narrow, rugged path
Thyseif hast trod,

Lead, saviour, Iead me home in childish faith,
Home to my God,

To rest forever after earthly strife
In the calm ight of everiast;jng hife.
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his honour feit moved to say that there are schemers
in the ministry as weil as elsewhere. The brethren
did not deny the soft impeachment. The judge
might have added that one selfish, unscrupulous
schcrnier does more harm to the ministerial profes-
sion than can be atoned for by the self-denying
labours of a dozen hard-working ministers. One
schemer who thinks he is very ciever but is niot able
to cover up his tracks can do more to keep people
froin contributing to funds of the church ini which
mninisters are specially irterested than a dozen min-
isters can do in the way of raising funds. The xvorst
foc of the mninisterial profession is the scheming
w'idiv minister.

A\ S we go to press the great criminial trial at
SWoodstock is proceeding. Judge, Jury, couni-

sel and ail conicerned arc no doubt awvare tint the
eyes of thec Empire are upon them. For reasons
with wvhich the public are familiar the case excites
more interest in E mgland than any triai that ever
took place in this colony. Every patriotic Canadian
wishecs that the proceedings mýay be conducted iin
such a maniner as to challenge the admiration of
imperial jttrists. That ail concernied wish to do jus-
tice no one lias any doubt, but substantiai justice
may be done iin a very undignified and bungiing
maniner. justice ultimateiy triumphed ini the triai
of the Chicago anarchists and in the trial of Guiteau,
but the proceedings in both cases did not reflect
lustre upon American jurisprudence. WVe are a
young and der-nocratic people, but we venture to
hope tînt this great triai wiii be conducted withi an
amount of learninig, abiiity and dignity that will be
a credit to the Province of Ontario. Mleantime
British justice requires that the prisoner be held
innocent until his guilt is shown bevond reasonable
doubt.

W 11EN will the people and press of Ontario
give up the siiiy habit of speaking about

Christian Churches being represented on the Bench
and in the Cabinet ? If a judge or Cabinet minis-
ter dloes bis duty faithfuliy and ably, wvhose businiess
is it wvhat denomination he beiongs to ? Just now
wve are told that two newly-appointed Ontario Min-
isters are Baptists, and that the Methodists have no
representative in the Mowat Governiment. Weil,
what of it > Methodism wiil go on and flourish just
as \veli as if ail the Cabinet Ministers were 'Metho-
dists, and the Baptists won't dip an additional man
because Messrs. Dryden and Hlarcourt arc I-fonour-
ables. Churches arc not built up in this country
by politicai influence. The church that bas or used
to have the iargest number of so-calied Jrepresenita..
tives in public life bas less spiritual influence than
any other in the Province. We can casily under-
stand why the churclies ini a country that has a state
church should be aiN:ious to have as many of its
mnembers as possible in influential positions, but in
a country like Ontario, wherc none are established
or endowed, what difference docs it make ? Is it
Christian, is it even mnanly, to speak of the Christian
Church as if its success depended on success in poli-
tics? There is a mean flunkeyism in boasting that
iýve " have now so inany men in prom-inent p)laces.
Does God's %vork depend on the niumber of ii na
churcli catisesnd to Parliament?

~i-lE gospel of peace had a distinct triumph in

F Montreai the other day when the General
Coniference of the Methodist Church settl2d the
Federation ouestion by a sulent vote. This happyi

much additionai influensce in the country, and
they have a good deal already. W'hat would a
fortnight's debate have donc ? It wouid have made
scars that micrht have lasted for a generation ; it
would have tbrown flrebrands into every circuit in
Ontario, and when over the vote would have been
just wvhat it wvas.
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T HE union of the various branches of the
Presbyterian Churches in Canada in 1875,

and the consolidation of the Methodist Churches a
little later have shown that within certain limits
corporate union bas been most advantageous, having,
wrought satisfactoriiy and without friction. It may
be that the hopes of the most sanguine promoters
of flhc movements that led to union in these
churches have not been completely fuiflhled, but it
is certain tiîat the apprehiensions of those who were
reluctant to go forward have long since been dis-
pelled. Were a motion made in cither the Presby-
terian Assemnbly or the Methodist Conference for a
dissolution of the union, and that each component
part should resumne its former condition, it is safe to
say thsat such a motion would, if not iaugbed out of
court, be iistened to witb impatience and voted
down ith a significant unanimity.

Fortunately in botb the Presbyterian and Metho-
dist Churches since their respective unions there bas
been no keen contentions involving approach to
the lines of cleavage.. In both therc is the f ullest
frccdom of debate and ample play of individualitv.
The fear of arousing old prejudices and uthlessly
d istunrbi ng old associations and rousing bygone
miemories is absent and no onîe could conjure with
the old sectarian spirit were be foolish enough to
try. The Methodist Churcb bas corne triumphantly
out of an ordeal that bas in a measure put the
united Church to somewhat of a test. Whether
Victoria University sbould be removed from
Cobourg and enter the Ontario federB.tion of col-
leges is a question that bas been debated with thc
keenest ifitcfsity for the last four years. At the
last meeting of the General Conference in Toronto
the question was afiswered in the affirmative by a
decided majoritv. \Vith that decision a number
who voted nay werc very much dissatisfled, keeping.
up a persistent agitation for the purpose of annulling
the resolution that wvas carried. Every possible
technicality was taken advantage of and the strong
arm of the law invoked for the purpose of restrain-
ing those who in good faitb and in a spirit of loyalty
accepted the decision come to by the majority
fromn carrying out that decision. The question bas
receivcd a definite setulement by the Conférence
now sitting in Montreal. The manner in wbich it
lias been reached is in the bighest degree creditable
to the wisdomn and Christian spirit of the mnembers
composing the conference. To tihe venerable and
cloquent Dr. Douglas a lîigh ;need of praise is gen-
erally as it is justly awarded. Realizing as he did
the responsibility resting upon the Conference, and
being free from complication, not having been a
partisan on cither side, and enjoying as he does the
entire confidence of the Church, he proposed a
motion carefully drawn wbicb disposè'd of what bas
been a bumniing question by reaffirrning the previons
decision, thus settling the matter deflnitely. In
proposing his motion Dr. Douglas took the some-
what ursusual course of suggesting that it be voted
on wiî bout debate. H-e afflrmed that no amount of
discussion would alter a single vote, since tbe rmem-
bers were fully conversant witb ail the facts, baving
taken a lively interest in the question tbrougb ai
its phases and bad their minds fully made up.
This might secm at flrst sigbt a great bardship in
the case of those wbo had corne fully prepared to
take part in one of the principal and most interest-
ing debates of the present Conference. Several
indicated their preference for full discussion but it is
evident that the mnajority coincided with the view
presented by Dr. Douglas. At ail events bis sug-
gestion was acted upon, and a decisive majority

Oka Indians bas been takcn up with spirit and
tbough at the present writing not yet flnally disposed
of, it is plain fromn the general tenor of the remarks
made,-the Conférence will give no uncertain sound
on the bigb-handed measures that have been
employed to secure the exile of the Protestant


