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CttAiTEit V.
lie walt a portion with ludicious cure,
And * Let os woflip God,* he sali iit salema air."

In the murister's humne on Sabbath morning, tht custamn
'vas for tic twa eldest lads ta taka turfs with "ltht las"I
in keeping the bouse, whIite it thetrest, except Mlanant
anal thea two youngesa, went ta the kirk. It cannai bc raid
tiat tbis w..s frit ta be a handsbip by tht ladas-rather tht
eontrary, I atm afraid-wben tht 'veatiier and tht scasan ai
tic year permnitted themi tu spenrl tht turne in tht gandan,
or wbca a uaew book-, flot in the Il Index expurgatoni
ous " ai Sabbath reading was at bcnd, or even e beloveal
oid case.

Of course there 'vert Sabbath-day tasks ta itemn. flwi
tht big boys irere by ibis aime as familier witb the ÇCte.
cbisrn as wvitb lie multaiplication tablt, and a p.aim, or a
paraphrase, or a chapter in the Nair rastanien , hardi, 'vas
accauntd by hemn as a t.isk. Fieqiant reding, and con
stant heaaing et fanaîly %vanship aad at saboul, bai made tic
ivords ai many parts o! the batik sa familier ta thern tiiet
only a glance 'vas needed ta malte them sure ai their
ground- Iu needeal, perhsaps, a second glance if anoahar
repeaitioa 'vas sudderaly requared. i was "liait conr,
licit go " with aberi -ees3ily learned, ecsity fingoten-in
the wcy o! tasks. But in another ivay it 'vas flot so. Tht
NNiard ahus Irnneal "min tht boute and t)y tht îvay," anal s0
associ.ittd viti acli tise whichlt hiir young, glad liver held,
coutld neyer be quite forattun ; nay mare, caulal never-is
theor anal opinion at icast--caut ta bc authorutative as

- the ?aw by which, whiarever aliey mught wcrsden. their
steps wrn ta ha guided. But the chic! uhing ta abean et
prerana ires, abat even 'vith Iltasks " ta Itemn, thera 'vas
s'ill timt ta cnajay their bouks.

Tht lads barl tht farmera helief in their father's p. .ier as
a preacher. Du, ut mort ha nerncmbered that thora %%-re
tht acys irban a fuîltw bialours vert flot cuassidercal,
cither by preachar or bearens, tro long ta Cive ta a dis-.
couost. Anal tte miniitar's sons 'verc -:apected so ta liçten
taa tbey shoutld bc ale ta Cive ta aheir miuler, et evening
'vonship, ail tht I "beads and ocnuiculans "-and tbey ivere
usuatly rncny-asd a good deil hasides af the sermon. Ias
those circumsaances at as ana surpmsirig thea thein tomn in tht
suumý.r gardent or aven at tht kiachen fituidt, claulal
soflietames bc preferreal ta going a.> tht kirk.

Sa wrlic it began ta hac niticeal thea Allison quietly
made bier arrangemntsa ta bc in tht bouse evcry setond
Sabtaatli, instcad of crery third, as waul:l bave latta tain.
Rotuin remanslr.tted.

Ifism 'v turnat berne ta-day. Allie. No, Miaysie, yau
mostae gromiale. It's but tain abat Allie should bave lier
aurnai tht kirk as %rcel as tht rc.ct oif ut. Vau mort jurt
contant youtrel! witb me. ['mni ta bidt ta-day,.

Il['tri no' caria' ta .co 'a tie kirk to-day," raid Ailison.
"'But tht's nao' tht question. l'in caria' ta bide nt
ha Il".1 as bis moliez lied aliy g.>nc, anîd fi appeat

crlal bc- male t b ler, LilJe la 1. and su L!d Attî,ur.
WVhen .hts bai b.qiptned t%. vr tbrec tarnes, i 'as con

sidtred nccssary ta taIre notice ai ii. anal Mrs. Homne dual
sa, tcliing lier quieaiy bu-, firm'y h.>w fecessery it 'vas
that the mi.aistea'à tLousechuli hat sel e g.>od exemç>e. in
tht ltace. Andl, bey.>nd that, she suught tu meî.e it ctear
that i %vas tie duty ai ail ta arait themstives o! tht pnivi.
lege of woirslipping with Goal s peuple an lus day, in [lis
bouise. If Alion-being tht daugliter ai cane whha bd
haca in bis lifeuime an euder un tht csaablished kirk, as Dr.
Fleming bald informeal tiem-bad any doubzs ai the pro
priety of 'varsbippiug witb dissentars, that 'vas anoahar
imztter. But sie shoutld go taber owa kirk, if she coulal not
taIre pleasune in caming ta theirs.

Il'ts a' cnt ta m-," isait! Allisoas.
flua on the next tint Sabath manning site avaiicd bersutîf

o! aba permission, anal ok baer 'vcy ta tht parish kirk. SIc
w'vautil like tht 'vaît, at an rate, rîte totld àersait, and sic
did enioy the 'valI damn the lunte%, an ber a'vn sait faihion ;
but the lunes tack bier oua af tht way e litie, anal mae baer
lait.

That niutht, ah worsbip time, irben Aliison's tara came ta
bc qatestiuneal as ta .shat site baid beerd ah the kirk, site
coull tcil the text. But site did ana tailthaat site bcd lerneal
it ley ovceuhearung it rapeatad by an old mean ta bas fi:tai
bour, as tht> carne fater bier op thetraudl. Nin Jual site til
tlci, haing la e et tht MIL da,,:, anal sbninking groin dtt
th.ught tif iaing in clone amung %u many àtrangl: folk, &ie
bcd passeal the âmirna ciaad by tht Vrcacbing saa.ang on a
brokaa headraoc in tht kinkycral.

She ncetz %venta titre agaîn. L 'vas irai> e*a anc "ta
ane irbout mmnd. tht moment ber banals analiber btad
wirr no longer ý-ccupjicd 'vi.b tht raund of daiiy 'vark,
'vent beck .u broual ores tue Jayas and joas .lat coulal
neret ratura, or orer tht sotra'v wihl coul.! neyer bc oat
lireal.

"l I see no différnce. It's c' anc ta met," reicttd site,
whan Mnr. Humt, nuit wi.iing ta secm, ta influence lier
ageansa bier 'vaîl, egain suggas,,cd abat, if sice prelerreal ai,
rite sbould go ta tht kirk.

-"Différence Il fiacre wvax aIl tht diffaneite hatireen
irath unI> ditril penacircal anal iraI bctcaniy atacreal, ini 'vat
sic irould ba liktly ta beau ia t-àc ti kmnks, an tie opia
ion of the milister's 'vite. Anal if thi might bce ana aIta
gaihar a charitable jadgmcnt, it nsigbt et lasa ha raid thzt
ut 'voulal bc but a cola ccxtosation ai the Gospel abat aI"4
Mr. GedJts w'auld bc oit.ely ta rive, cuber un tht pulpit
or '-ai -.1iut. Buat %be did naz anit antu &tue discussion tif
the marier wttt itlja-.i he iras ireli pitase.! thea âtt
sbould decade the mattar ton berscl!.

IlFor though she sits in the kirk like ai persan in a drcam,
surely saine truc, Cood word wili rcachliber heurt aller a
tirnc," sald lier kiaîdiy mistress. She lied a gond white to
wafit belore it carne ta thit witb Alison. But it carne at
last.

IlAli[son,'>said Mrs. Hume, earning inta tie kitchen one
aiternoan, Ilwe'll do without the seclncs at tee to.night, in
case the baking of themn sbonid malle you tin watb ather
thingi. Von uorad you did nuoi get ta the mnîeling at nil lest
time, and the minister withcs ail lais own family ta bc prcs.
sent wlîen ILit h osie.>

Allisan raisd herself up framn the wark whieli was
accupying hcr et the moment, and for once gave hier mis.
tress a long la'ak out of hier s id brown eycs.

"h %vas flot ilit 1 butdna time. I wasna catin."
"1 arn sorry ta laem yau say tiiet. The meetings are

a nicans af grace wiia have been blessed ta rnany ; and
thougli thera may bc soine thingi said nowv and thcn whach
-art flot jalst for cdifacation, ),et-"

Ailison shook hier bcad.
"I didna lietr thcm. I meurn I wasna beedin'."
"Weil,' I wil flot say that My awn attentian dues flot

wvander sonaetîmcs. Situe tiaings arc- more impartanit than
others,' raid thc minister's %vite, a mnime or tîvo passing
thruugh bier mind, wbah IL wauld flot have been %vise ta
utter aven ta the sulent Alison ; "lbu ," addcd site, Il we
can ali j 'in in thc psalrns and in tht prayeri.."

AIllisun s answer wab a 3iuw muovemenh ut hier hcad troim
sidc ta side, and a look seddcr than wvords. A panq af
sympathy'sm tit hrouvgh thecsoit heurt of her mistress.

IAllie," raid she, lay'ng bier hand an hier atm, Ilyau
pray also ?"'

"1Lang syne-1 uscd ta pray-maybe. l'ri ne? sure."'
She buid leit hier wurk and was standing cect, witb hier

hands, l."asely clasped, hanging down belore hcer. lier
evt vt h aehopelcss looîk in them, were torncd ta.

wvard the window, thraugb which the relcnting surn was
sending anc briglit glearn before he %vent atvaý, aCter a day
of mist and rtain.

1I do flot understand you, Allison," said Mrs. Hume.
"It could flot have bcen ragiat prayer. ye ken, since it

wasna answcrcd."
IlBut the answer may bc ta came yet. It may camte in

God's way, flot in yaurs."
Il C2n the dead lave again ?," raid Allisoas with dilating

cyts.
ISirely, tbey wil live again. Is it your laitier, Allie ?

tr ynur maiîller ? Tlicy %erved the Lor 1. you said yoursclf,
and thcv arc noir in Ilis prlsence. Death *as not a dreal-.
fui thing ta cuire ta aucb as they, that you shouid grudge
at.1

Allison bcd sunk down an a low mto, ana laid baer face
on baer arm, but she raiRed ht noir as shc answered.

IBut thcy didna just die. They verte klied. Their
heurts wcrc brolcen by tbe unc tbcy lovcd bcst in the
world. TAaZ aannjt ba abanged. Evert the Lord [han-
self cannt blot out 'bitt and maIre at w. if it bcd neyer
b>"n."

-The Lord Ilimsetf 1 Vies there a sin in it, Allie? But
do you nit mand ? 'Tiac lj,aod of Jesus Christ lias Son
alaenseah us tom ali sin.' [t cap, bc blotted out. la is
never toc late for tlaet."

Blua Allas -n madle fi a nswcr. Rising witb a cry, shte
turned and went out wvithout a word.

MNi. Hume was graatly mnovcd, wihing earnastly that she
ball flot spultan. If the minuter bcd bran in bis study, sbc
%vuul bave gune ta tâam wiah bcer truublc, But lie 'vas out.
S. abc 'vent it t i partour. ishere a4e bcd ozily ltte
Marjorie for aompany. She buid flot evena Mcri tic for the
moment, fûr the chtdd bai1 talica asleep in bier absence. As
&bc tbuugbt ablut it, site res nui su sura that ahc bcd made
a mi.take. ut tliat there- 'as any&hing tu regret. Bettar ta
lie movcd ta anguisb by sorrow(ut mernories, or aven by te-
morse, than ta, live on in Uhc duil beaviness oftheart, which
bcd becri Aiiison's state since she came ta tbcm, she tbought
et lasa, and she 'vas sure: of it arben, attcr a little, the donr
apened, and Allason said, sbowing bier face.;

Il 1 think. mcm, if ye pleese, I witl bac time for tbe
sScs I promisedl wc Mýarjiric. "

",1Vary wcli, Allisuia," said bier mistress quietiy, and
itb a suddan iigbteaîng of the beurt, site bient down a nd

kissed the lips af lier liattl sleeping daugbter. She 'vas
graeaily rceved. She cuuld flot beur the tbaught thet she
ia.l bort thea rure heurt without baving heiped ah by evar

s0 lit. Vihef tbe aima came for thec meeting, Allisan
'vas in lier place with the rest.

The kirk, wbicb coutl flot bc hcatcd, and only ivith dit.
ticulty li.pbtad, 'vas altugether tuu ismal a place for aven-
iags ins the vintez aime. Su the usuai citasng zoomi ai the
family 'vas an anc evcning of tht week gaven up ta the uit
o! thuse who came ta the prayer meetang. This broght
somne trouble bath ta the naîstress and the maid, for the fun-
niture of tbe rooni had ta ba dlàaarngcd, and a. guod deai
afiat cried ia the bed-rcum bcyuad , and the carpet,
wbîab cuvered anly &hc middic af the rooni, lied ta bc lifted
and put aside tilt morning.

The boys, or it might ba samne aly nteeaang-gacr, belpeda
ta mare the tablas and tbe chairs, and ta bring in the farmi
on whach the folk 'vert: ta si%, anid soametirtius they caried
abean a'vay again when the meeting wvatt trer. Ail thctrest
iîl] on Aîilton. And truly. wlice- mrnng came, tbe fluor
and the wholc plae netded special cante betare it 'vas made
fit for the occupation of the motber and %Iaria.r

But ta, do ait abat and more 'vas flot so bard for Alison
as jaît ta sit still throagh thet wo bouts dcring whicb tbt
meeting lastcd. It 'vas et such aimes, 'vhen rite coutl mot
titilber banals ard bier tbaughts svitb other thingi, tht bet
trouble, 'vhatcvcr it anigha bc, came back upon ber, and baer
mistcs sw the gloom andl beevines ai bier hrar fait on
bier like a cloud. [t %vaz- quitc truc, as she bcd raid, at
such trntes abc heard aoahing af wbat 'vesroing on caot
lier, bccause "rite 'vacaa beedin'." Bat ta.night she
h=cdd.

Sic lied Marjanic on baer lep for one ahing, for tht
caild's slccp baid restdI bier. and ber moaher hicd yiclded
ta bier catreaty tab ha lîowcd ta sit up ta the meeting. AI-

jison caaald flot fait Into lier usual duli broading, witb the
sait litile band touching lier cbeek now and then, and the
liusheà volce whispcring a %vord la bier car. Sa lor tht
farst lime bier attention 'vas arrestedl by wbat vras going on
in the raout, and saine of the folk gat tbeir finit Coud look et
ber aid eyes that nlgbt.

And if Allisoe bcdl but kflown it, it 'vas wcil worth
bier whbite bath ta look and ta listen. The mintater 'vas
the leader of the meeting, bunt it 'vas opta ta, al% who hall
anything ta Say.

St %vas srmething cisc besides a prayer meeting on most
nights. There 'vas usaaliy a short exposition af sorne pas.
scac cf Senipture by the minister, and trequentiy a contrer-
sationai turfi %vas given ta tbis part of the exercise. Tht
minister baid l'the knack " af puitaing questions judaaousiy,
ta tht great belli and corniont ai those wlio baid samne-
thing ta- say, but-who did flot 'veil kaow huiv ta say at.
And thaugh it must bie acknowlcdgcd, as Mrs. Hume liadt
adrnitued ta Alion, tisat there 'vert now and thtn thangi
said 'vbich %vere: fot altogether for edification, on tbe
wboic, ii rethod, ia tht minaster's hands, answcrcd wtil.
[t kaapt*up the interest ai tht meeting ta comrneho wauid
bardiy bave cared ta listtn ta a sermun out of tht kark, or
an a wveek niglit. A lewr wbo werc aniy occasionai beer.
ers an the Sabbaib liked these informai diucusiuns ofilpre.
cepa and doctrine, as thty ivauld bave liked tht discussion
af any other matter, for tht ment anteilectuai ptraune ta
bc cnjoyed. ansd, as may ha supposed, apporaunarts for
thus kind ai eauoyment dad flot aiten accor an Netht-
muar.

And tirette ivert a few men cf another rtarnp among
ahcm-men ta wtinm Mr. Hume and "b is new doctrines,"
as tht' 'verte celied, bald came, as sunlight cornes iitoac
day cf dariantis. Even in tiet time wbtcli was alrcady
passang away when thcce me p 'vert chut-tren, tht tume
whicib its friends have celied "Ilith dark days af tht kirk ai
Scotianal," the Bible had btn rcad and revercnced an ail
weit.ordcred housetitlds, ansd it 'vas as tracit e tarics tu thc
day wbeas aur Lord ihlimscit bcd said it : "lTht %votids
wirbcl I speak unto yau, thcy are spiritanmd thcy are flt."
And sa, througtt mucb readiag of tht WVord, hll camte a
sense af sanfuiness and ill.desert 'vhacl a vain striving ta
wvork out a righteousness for themeîves could flot quiet or
banish, a Iongîng for pardon tram Himn whorn they bai of-
fended, and far a sanse of acceptante andl friendsbip wîtb
Ilirn who a d pramistd ta rave.

Wuth regard ta ait this, ia %vas but "lan uncertain
round " 'vhacb 'vas uttereal by tht grenier nurnher ;-if tbc
tcrhtrs o! the day ; andl sa when men lîke Mr. Hume
came prcaching a trac andl tuil saivation tbroogli J<aus
Christ, flot oniy tramt tht consaquences cf sn, but tramn tht
power and love oftit, there wcrc many througb ali the leand
who IIbeard tht wvord gladiy."

Therc 'vert srme in Ntbcrmuir who baid heerd cnd
beedeal. andl tounal tht peace they sauglit, andl wha showed
by their ncwv lires that a reai change lied been wrought ia
tirera. These irare tht mea who rejoice.l the rniniste»'s
hert anal strengthtntd bis haads bath in the m.:eting anal
clsetvhhtnc; anal thouh raine ai. theant 'ere slowv of speech
anal flot so ready viali theit word is others wbo spoke hu
less purpura, yet it wcs tramn thcm that the tant o! the
meeting 'vas takan.

It cannot be raid thet ibis priviic,7e of speech 'vas otten
abustd. As fa.- tht sisters, tliey rarely 'vent tecyond a
question, or a takeri of assena or appruvai, givers in anc
Word, wben something whach recommeaital usd1f ta their
teste and juJgmant bâtd been 'vel siud. bir. Hume ratosed
ta aclnun-ladic that lie did flot suficiently entourage them
ta do thcir part for mutuel ediicatun ian tht stma.-privacy
af tbese meetings in tht manie partout, and bce did ack-
n,.wlcdge that two ur tbree %vhum bie cuuld namt among
thea lied aIl tht right whicb a bigh intaelligtence, decp
spirituality anà counal common sente coulal gave, ta lit thear
vaices. wlai the riglia time cama, ta Ilreprave, rebuke, ex-
bora, ii ai t lang-suf.fcrinr anal doctrine." But bis obser-
vration lied taugha bim that tiese- qualifications dial not malte
a 'vaman more rcady oz iv.illing, but nataica lcis, ta put in bers
word et sucit times.

The taching at the kirk by law estiblisheal bcd bean an
pasa ycans vague andl indefinite cnaugh on sayeraI points ai
importance, it was traly raid. But in tht pulpit anal oua ai
it, on oane pain. it bcni baca full, citeux and dctiriitc. A an su
must ruit: (%çaI) bats aiva hoascbald. "lTht liasband i
the hecal ut the 'vite.'%v irb s flot suffircd IIta usurp) eutb.
ariay orer tie man," but. who t3 ta listanis n silence, bcang

tht wvakar vasszl "-and Sa, on.
Alttahis lied been taugbt by 'vard andl deed for many s

ycer andl day-lot alurcys, ut ires ta ha feartal, an tht way or
in the spirit abat Sa. Paul iroull bavre appïoveal. flua at
'vas suit taie abat tht hast 'vomen anal tht 'visera baid tei
leatneal thetlesson. 6a 'vbcn tht "lmitsioncns " came wvith
ncw' light oa tht mattar-na longer insisting upan silence
irbe' a few oi tic breabreat and sarters vere met ta, edity
anc anoaliet-it 'vas flot, as tht mnisier said, thase irbo
'vert hast titteal fur it wha 'vert tht readîit ta claimn the
night or tht privilagc, 'vbichever it migba bc cellcd ; and as
lor iut hc 'vas foi urgent nantot tit maitr, cather ta an-
courage or reatrnin.

Tht breabrer, as a raie, 'verte rcady cnoogh ta titi o.p the
time witb exhortation or discussion,.anal miglit bave been in
danger sometirnes o! bccamînga to cage: andl eneagctr la
tbeir uttaraacer if Mrt. Huit liai not, 'viti equat gentît-
mets cnd tirmsers, exarcisea bis night ta raie among theni.
Ta.aiight tht folk baid tbcir Testament open ai ant af tic
chaptars af Galatians, andl whon Atlison's attention 'vas finit
caughî, the word 'vas being passed back'rerd andl forvard
ba-tirac Peter Gitchaîst, anc a! tht stauncbest supporters ai
the litt kirk, and aid Saunners Crambte, staunch, taco, in
bas wey. Pcter lied grown bath in knowiedge andl in g=aa
rince ahec day %vhan btebcd beeomt a friend o! tht minuit,
andl he coulal taIre bis part 'vith thetrest. lie bcd Ilgrawa
mair in grass than in k-na'vle, if sic a thing 'vert pS*
sibie,"1 bis fiendi; oppontt Scanners, dccl,%rH.

.Anal itn Sauiners senszc ut 'vas penicaps trac. For "bhar-
splittin- " and tht art af fanding anal formnlating distic
taons1 ;lserc na real diffrene exisas, ta bc leanneal 'vlit
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