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charges would not be interfeted with,  Any congrega-
tion might become a settled charge when prepared
I'he following would be somie of its advantages: Every
congregation would e supplied with the ordinances,
and cvery minister would find employment.  Any
nnster who should find “tus uscfulness gone,” as
is the case with so many mmsters without any fanlt
of their own, could find employment without engaging
in this candidatang which s the curse of the Church.
Any congregation that has an uniaceeptable munster
could be relieved without starving hun out wiuch,
revoling as it 15—-1s the only way & separation can be
cffected.

To devise any scheme that witl be cqually appli-
able to wealthy congregations in aitics and weak,
divided mission stations, 15 utterly unpossible,  The
Presbyterian Churchin the Umited States has tong
ago recognized s, In the East 12 1s ke our own,
largely congregational. In the Hume Mission tield o
the West, under what 1s called the stated supply sys-
tem, it is practically emiscopalian.  The district nus.
sionaries do pracucally the work of bishops m the
Enghsh Church.  Wehave likewise two systems ; but
the dividing line 1s i the wrong place. The hineas the
ability to pay $400. [ hose betow the hine are pracu-
cally congregational.  They have the power of hinng
their ministers or putting them away as they please, a
prvilege which a aty congregation, paying $4,000
year, docs not ussess, Accutuy, to the schieme here
proposed, 1¢ will sunply be the duty of | resbytenies to
sce that all unsettled congregations are under pastoral
care and supphied with the ordinances till they are
ready to call ministers.

1 have simply indicated the direction in which the
changes should be suade. | may enter mure into de
tails again, D. Mcdatonion,

HELP FUOR THE WEAKR WANTED.

At a meceting of the Board of Managere of the Pres-
byterian congregation at  Broadview, Assimbota,
N.-W. T., on motton of the Secretary, Mr. Charles
Riach, the following appeal on behalt of a deserving
cause was forwarded to us for publication .

Wedesire to express our grateful thanks tothe ladies
of the congreganon who exerted themselves so much
towards making our bazaar successful, to the ladics be-
longing to other congregations who kindly assisted
them 1n prepanng so many uscful articles, to frends
and relations at a distance, to all who patronized the
bazaar with their presence. We congratulate ourselves
on the ready response given by all towards so praise-
worthy an object. Feeling encouraged by the sup-
port given us at this ume, we would carnestly entreat
all Presbyterians among us to come forward and join
our ranks so that we may be more united, and, there-
fore, be better able 1o carry forward the banner of
love we profess to follow.

Surrounded as we are by so many of our fellowmen
who have got, we are sorry to admit, little or no
knowledge of a Saviour in Christ Jesus, we pray
God that the tume may soon come when He shall be
given the heathen for His heritage, and the utter-
most parts of the carth for His mherntance.

Seeing that our own endeavours have been, in the
good providence of God, so nchly crowned with suc-
cess, is there no lesson that can be learned from 1t to
still further promote our endeavours to give our es-
teemed pastor that support he so well deserves,
strengthening his hopes with the assurance we h~ve
at our command in waiting regularly on his ministry ?
Most of you are more fanubar with the drawbacks
connected with this sphere of labour than ' am~—sur-
rounded on the one hand by the large Indian Reserve,
while on the other it would scem as if scttiers in.
clined to keep back at some distance from this line
of Reserve.  Are we to remain waiing for a more
convenient scason ?  As a branch of the Presbyterian
Church of our fathers we are compelled to move for-
ward. Muth as wé¢ have done more must be accom-
plished if we are to maintain ordinances here.  Now
15 there no way, then, that we could bnng our almost
isolated situation before the Church at large?  Sen-
sible as I am that we are getting our share of aid i
a collective form from the funds raised by our Church,
yet, I think, the pecubar circumstances of this place
Galy require 1o be made known to the members of the
Presbytennan Church generally when we shall be
placed in that position ‘nancially that we can carry
on the work we have been called upon to perform.

Let us, then, be carnest and bring thismatter under
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the immediate notice of all Presbyterians here and
cisewhere, aswing ther mdividual influence i our Le-
half, telling of the hornd superstitions of which we have
been eye-witnesses in this very town and that, too,
m the name of religion on the part of our benighted
ncighbours.  We refer with gratitude to the happy
telations subsisting between our respected minister and
that noble soldier of Jesus Christ, Rev, Mr. McKay,
the Presbytenan uumister stationed on tlus Reserve.
Can [ beheve, then, that the people of Canada, who
have shown of fate to a avitited world therr deter

nunation to have law and order maintained in send

my forward the very flower of their youth to battle with
the rehelhon, will see us left as we are, unable to wield
that influence our cause demands for the sake of a
few hundred dollars 2 Let every one of us do s ut-
most to bring tles matter before the Church at large.
Then sure T am that we shall hase such a response
as Wit piace us n g pusitbon where we can suivey the
cnemy and therehy will be ready to mceet every ase
sanlt.  God grant that we may bear aloft the tlag of
freedom n our Lord's service with such courage and
hunulity that sceptics may be given no quarter for as:
sault , that carcless ones may pause and think of
thewr souls salvauon, that all will lovk on and say .
“Sce how these Chnstians love une another, and
that we may in the strength of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ walk through this hfe so that when we
die we wall have the welcome given us  * Well done,
good and fasthful servant , thou hist been faithful over
a few things ; 1 will now make thee ruler over many
things.  Eater thou mto the joy of thy Lord.”

Mr. Mirlinmming moved that this appeal be sent to
Tie CANADA PRESBYVTERIAN with the hope that
some individuals or congregations who have the means
will consider our case.  Also that all Presbytenans in
the community be advised accordingly.

TLRM S RVICE IN THE PASTORATE

Mr Eprror, “Knnxonian,” in a late number of
Tun CaNALA PRESBYTERIAN, souts the idea that a
detmite term of service in the pastorate would be are
medy for the “unrest™ that prevails in many of our
churches. Now as this “unrest” 1s very frequently
caused by the present life-term system, the probable
effectof a change 1s a tit subject for discussion. There
would be nothing revolutionary in the change, as the
prinaple is in active operation in the Church at the
present tizne. Talludeto the practice of vacant charges
sometimes engaging a minister for six or twelve months
for a specitied sum to dischasge for them all the duties
of the pastorate, and 1 am not aware of any church
court ever having condemned the practice.  If such
is right and proper for one year's engagement, where
will the harm anse i a six or cight years’ term? 1
cannot find anything in the form of church govern-
ment adopted by the Church after the Reformation
as to the length of tegm that was toexist between pas-
tor and people, and the supreme authority, the Senip-
tures, is silent on the subject.  Therefore there is just
as tnuch authority for the short as there is for the long
termservice. The latter has gradually grown to be the
system adepted by the Church, and, had 1t not been
abused, it might have continued for generatons to
come.  But when we find mimsters taking all the ad-
vantages of the short term system- inasmuch as they
resign their charge when they think they can better
themselves, while they want to hold the people bound
to keep them as long as “hey choose to remain—no
wonder tins jug-handled arrangement causes “uneasi-
ness and unrest.” The pastoral engagement 1s often
entered nto when the parties are almost entire
strangers to each other.  As nught be eapected there
15 sometimes found, as n the marrage state, an n-
compatibility of temperament between them, without
either of the parties being much to blame. When
such 1s the case, the cause of Christ and the spintual
well-being of \both parties will be best secured by
separation ; but let the severance of the tic be as free
to the people as it now is to the minister. This would
be accomplished by the short term system. The cry
of vested nights and privileges will no doubt be raised,
but have the people no nighte os privileges that should
be respecied? Isthe temporalwell-being of the mimister
of more importance than the spiritual well-being of a
whole congizgation ?

It 1s amusing to sec how “ Knoxonian,” all through
Ius article, ascribes all the “uncasiness and unrest” and
the causes thercof to the people, or a small portion of
them. He apparently cannot sce that minisiers are

{O e 1, 1083,

cver to blame.  ‘They are all “earnest and faithful,”
which is just as wide of the truth as his bold assertion
that the tenm service would intensify instead of curing
the evil of “unrest.’

To telieve the mind of * Knoxonian ™ of the horrors
of seven hundred calls cvery tive years, pernnit me
to sugpest a scheme by which such evils would be
avoided :

1. Let present engagements remain.

2. When a vacancy occurs let it be filled by a call
i the usual way, only simplify the process by which
t is brought about

1. Let the engagement be for a specified time, say
s\ ar cight years,

4. Letthe numster he meligible for any other charge
dunng the sad term without the free consent of the
people over whom he has been placed.

5 Let Presbyteries snstain no call unless the people
and candidate have had at least one month’s experi
ence of each other's suitability.

6. 3ix months o1 vne year previous to the c.\pimuun
of the term, let a congregational mecting be held and
o majority of members voting for re-engageinent, the
minister consentmy thereto, with the sanction of the
Preshytery, the whole matters would be settled for
anuther terr, there being no necessity for a new in
duction.

Had thesc or snmlar rules been in operation, Pres-
hyterians would ant have had to blush and hang their
heads for shame, caused hy the unscemly proreedings
i two of your aty churches lately.  The advantages
that both partics would derive from the short term
system are so obvious that | shall not take up your
space at present by enumerating them, € ly the
carcless or slothful those who endeavour to feed
their locks for all tune to zome with what little learn.
ing they recened at college  would have cause to fear
the change. EqQuiry.

King, Scpt. 21, 1585,

Ine Kev. Willam Arnot, speaking on the subject
of Temperance, sard . People tell me that 1 am excited
on these questions.  § know that 1 am. [ shovld be
ashamed before God and manaf 1 were not.  Ir my
ministry | mect the hornd fruits of these whiskey shops.
I see that men and women are perishing in these pit
falls. The number of the -ictims is so great that n
overwhelms me. My bran 1s burming, wy heart s
breaking. The Church 1s asleep, and the world too:
and they arc bugging cach other. 1 am weary with
holding in. [ must cry. | would rather be counted
singular i the judgment of men than be unfaithful
the judgment of God.

WHETHER the preseat inhabitants of Shakespeare's
birth-place have inherited a liking for theatricals
might be difficult to deternmine ; but it seems plain that
many of the people of Stratford-on-Avon havea childish
fondness for listrionic display. The place would prove
an El Dorado for the average Amencan circus, If the
reader should ask why 2 Thus: St James's day was
curiously observed at Stratford-on-Avon. ‘There was
a choral celebration of the Communion at half-past
siv aam. Intheafiernoon a cnicket match took place
between the clergy and choir and the congregation.
Afterwards there were pnizes for the heaviest baby
bapuized within two years at St. James’s Church, and
for the member of the congregation who could make
the ugliest face.  And then the clergy and chor,
surpliced, walked in procession singing hymns.

HERro-WoRrsHIP has not died with the Sage of
Chelsea, as the follnwing cxtract from a Scottish con-
temporary will show The birth place of Thomas Car-
lyle has become what Mr. Froude predicted it would,
a place of considerable interest to tourists from all
parts of the world.  Last summer over 700 admirers of
this “onc of Scotland’s best and greatest” journcyed
to Ecclefechan and inspected thie little room in which
he first saw the light ; and already this year the num:
ber of “ pilgrims " has reached over a total of yoo. The
visitors' book shows that people this year have come
from many parts of England, Scotland and Iyelana,
from India, Canada, the United States and New Zez- *
land. Carlyle's grave in the churchyard adjoining s
acrhaps of even more interest than his birth-place

It and the graves of his father, mother, his sister
Margarct and his brother John, who lies nearest to i,
are within onc enclosure.  The plain headstone which
has been put up to his memory has scnbed upon u
the uame of John as well as s own, and, having 1e-
gard to the love which the two brothers had for
cach other, it scems fit that it should be so,




