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Pre<vrgry F LINDSAY.— This Presbytery beld
an adjourned meeting” at Uxbridge, on Tuesday, 18th
December. Rev, A. Currie moderator. Commissioners
from Barric Presbytery and congregation were heard
in support of a callto Rev. E. Cockburn, Representa-
tives from Uxbridge congregatian, Mr. Cockburn and
members of Presbytery were heard, when 1t was re
solvel “that the Presbytery agreed tothe translation
of the Rev. £ Cockbura to Barre Presbytery that the
pastoral charge be dissolved and the pulpit declared
vacaot on the second Sabbath of January” Rev. J.
Acheson was appointed to preach and declare the
charge vacant. Rev. A G. McLachlin wasappointed
moderator of Uxbridge Session, The following mio-
ute was read sustained and ordered to be engrossed .
“In diesolving the pastoral tie between the Rev.
James Hastie and the congregation of St. Andrew’s
Church, Lindsay, and in congection with the removal
from the bounds the Presbytery desire to place on re-
cord their testimony to the faithfuland cfficient service
rendered by our brother during his pastorate of
Lindsay congregation. Mr. Hastie has b en a dili
gent student, ever seeking rightly ro divide the Word,
aud bring forth out of his treasure things new and old.
His discourses were carefully prepared, rich in truth,
learncd and logical, and, being earnestly and affection-
ately delivared, did not fail to interest and edify the
church. His large and public spirit commanded the
respect and esteem of his fellow citizens,  His services
also in the Presbytery have been mach appreciated by
bis brethren. They ever found him courteous in
manner, wise in couasel, and zealous in every good
worle, The Presbytery is glad to learn that the Lord
of the vineyard has opened up anotaer field df labour
tor Mr. Hastie and they follow hum and family with
their prayers that they may be abundantly blessed 1n
the iogathering of many souls into the Redeecmers’
kingdom.—JAMES R. ScO1T, Pres. Clerf.

OBITUARY.

MRS HASTIE

Last week the death of Mrs. Hastic wife of the
Rev. James Hastie, was announced. She left Lradsay
with her family on the 18.h Deacember for her new
bome at Cornwall. She was suffering from a severe
cold. Oa reaching Kingston Mrs. Hastie staid over
to visit a friend. There her cold became worse,
causing her to remain till the 24th. Tharee days later
she gave birth prematurely to « daughter who hved
12 hours. In the evening she was seized with pleurisy
anlan uasuspected heart affection supervened, result-
ing in death on the moreiag of the 3ist ult.

The pzople of Mr. Hastie's new charge were unre-
mitting in their attention and kindness during the
brief but painful illness of their new pastor's wife.

Mrs. Hastie was thirty-six yearsof age. Shelea es
behind her six childraa the eldest a girl sixteen years
old. Sbe was a genuine Chustian, accomplished,
discreet and kind. In all congregatonal work she
took an acti-'e though unobtrusive pan, the Womau's
Foreiga Mission Association found in her a zealous and
wintellipent member. The fullest sympathy of 2 wide
circle of friends is with the occupants of the bereaved
home at Cornwall, and her pareats in this a tune of
fresh bereavement. The udings of the death of Mr.
Hastie's only brother reached him unexpectedly the
same week,

THE LATE JAMES BECKET.

James Becket, nho dJdied on December 18:h, was
born in Ayrshire, Scotlaad, in the year 1793, and had
consequeatly, at the time of his death, reached the
ripe age of nincty years. After hus fathers’ deaih,
he, with his eldest brother's family, saiied for Canada
in 1820, and had for fellow-passengers the present
Premier of the Dominioa, J. Dougall, son ol the pro-
priector of the Montreal Hifness, and tke Cameron
family, who setiled with hun o. the town line be-
tween Otonabze 2nd Asphodel. For five years he had
no neigbbour to the north of him, and was truly a
ploneer of the forest and endurzd all the hardships
incident to the carly seilement at that time. In
In 1827 L= married Miss Catharnae, third daughter of
the late D. McNaughton, who at onc ume was steward
to the Marquis of Breadalbane, Ia 1853 he was sud-
deoly bereaved of his beloved wife, and, to this heavy
trial, was added another nine years later, whea his
youngest son was called away as he was cotering 2
promising manhood. Though noaspirant for political
honours he was a staunch Reformer and always tock
an active part in fighusyg the bautles of tbe country
that were necessary for good government and nght.
cous principles. His hospitality was nobounded. He
was for many years an earnest worker in the cause of
temperance.  The Sabhath was observed by him with
Pgritanic strictness, and was ever regarded by his
houszhold as the happiest day ot the week, and the
marner of its obscrvance will ever ‘be cherished by

them with the most pleasing associations. He hada

most remarkable memory and vivid imagination,
hence his conversation was replete with history and
anecdote, and, as he sought to improve his mind by

every object round him, he seldom falled in apt illus-
tration. His muind was well stored with Bible truths,
and he had a great love for the Psalms and Para-
phrases, many of which he repeated with profit to him-
self in his last lliness. For over thuty years he was
an elder in the Presbytertan Church, Westwood, and
laboured in the Sabbath school until failing strength
compelled him to resiga in favour of younger persons.
His health was remarkably good until about six
months before his death, when he gradually saak
away by old age and infirmity, Oa the 18th Decem-
ber he peacefully passed away in the full assurance of
a glorious immortality. He leaves five daughters and
one sop, 2 Presbyterian ministerin Thamesville, Oat.,
to mourn the loss of one who always had sunshine
his face, and concerning whom, as was truly observed
by a neighbour, his mission secemed to be, peace on
earth, good will toward men. Notwithstanding the
bad state of the roads the funeral cortege was very
large. The services were conducted by the Rev. J.
Andrews, who spoke very feelingly concerning the
virtues of the deceased, and especially of his unwaver-
ing faith ia the merits of the Saviour.—Peterboroush
Examiner.
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GoLpeN Text.— Humble yourselves inthesight
of tho Lord and He shall lift you up."’—James
3:10.

Trap axp WiiTeR.—As in last two lessons.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 7.—** Sabmit—thero-
fore : " this implies something that has gono beforo, and
tho preceding $wo verses will tellus to what isthe reference ;
speaking of humility, the apostle says, that ho * resisteth
tho proud but giveth grace uvto the humble; ™ for that
reason, that we may receive graco, wo are ** therofore ** to
s« gubmit + * and the injunctior after explaining the nature
of true humlity, concludes in Ver. 10 : ** Resist the devil :
just as you submit to God ; thoe latter implies the former.
‘The dovil 18 proud, and often tempts by pride; resist, by
rofusing to yield to Ins temptations, and he ** will flee,” or
s ghall flee,” for it 18 a promise rather than a statement,

Ver. 8. * Draw nigh— He will draw mgh : ** this follows
resisting the devil. How drawnigh? mn prayer, io the ordin-
ance of God's bouse, 1n conscious love and sympathy, livo
as m His presenco : then will you realizo more senwmbly
that presenco, and have the consciouszess of His loving
care. Glad teaching this. * Cleanso—hauds, purify—
Liearts: ** hands are tho instrumonts of action, and are
polluted by cvil doing ; soo tho solemn rebukoin Isa. 1: 15,
opposod to 1 Tim. 2 % ; with clean hands wo may rusist
tho dovil, with pure hearts may draw nigh to God.

Ver. 9. Tho double-miuded aro still addressed, and aro
taught that God will lead them to tlus punty through
aflliction, and mourmng, and tears ; such afiliction is
blessed. ¢ Laughter . thoe apostlo s speaking of thoso who
professed Christ, and yot hved lives of careless luxury and
unrth, * leaviness: "at, a casting down of the ¢yes, a
banging of tho head.  See Isa. 58: 5, Mical 6: 8; Luko
18:13.

Veur. 10, * Humblo yoursclvas : ** tako your appropriate
placo in the sight of God, do this, aud ** Ho will lift you
up,” will raiso you from the depths, place you at His side,
and call you His child. ‘Cho parablos of the Prodigal
Son, and of the Pharisce and the Publican in one verse.

Ver. 11, Another warning against an unbridled tongue.
« Speak not: ” Rrv., ** against another:* so in next sen-
tenco: *‘Ho that speakoth against a brother spoaketh
against the Jaw ;" it will bo easily seen that this chango
brings out tho thought more clearly - it is, that ho who
spoaks ovil of another, by that very act speaks avil of the
1aw of love, of Chrnistian liberty, violates the teachings of
the great Law-giver. Mats. 7+ 1.5, ho that does this is *“ not
a doer of the law, but = judge " (last mention of the law
in N. T.). Those who are the readicst to condemn others
aro often tho least caroful to keep Christ's law in the spirit
of tho Aaster.

Ver 12. “Ysone,” or, as Rev., ¢ Onc only is the Law-
giver aud Judge, oven Ho who,” ote. ; tho Lord Josus. Ho
who gave the law can alonoe judgo transgressors against it ,
to Him alono belongs tho right and power ** to save and to
destroy ;°  *who art thou? " weak aund ainfal thyself.
Thero ar. tareo things man must not judge: God's coun
solr, God’s word, and men's hearts.

Ver. 13, 14.  ** Go to now :  a strong oxpressivo phrase
to arrest attontion. * Into such a city: " tho modo of do-
ing trado in tho East largoly to this day ; ot remaining in
ong placo ns tho Westerns ; ono saya **to-day,” another
** 20 morrow,” as if thoy had a {freo choice, ard the decision
only rested with themsolves, A year,” hit. ono year; thoy
would go on o arrango for othor years as well, ** Know not
what on the morrow . ** their own wise King hagd told them
the samo truth hundrods of years bofora. Prov. 27 :1. A
vapour : ** Rxv.,* yo are a vay ~ur: ' lit., a pafl of vapour,
ang as yourselves, so all your purposes and plans: thoy
digappear with tho rising sun, and leavo no traco bohind.
S0 Shskespearo's famous linos:

*Tho cloud-cappd towors, tho gorgecus palaces,
Tho solomn tomples, the groat globe itsall,
Yeg, all that'it inherit, shall dissolvo,

And lko this unsubstantial pagoant faded,
Leavo not a rack behind.”

Vor. 15. * Say."” fooling first, then wo shall say, this is

.10 bo oar hsbit of thought and life; it is not that wo need

always put the D. V. to our announced purposes, but it
must always be in our thoughts, ** if the ford will ;" it is
that upon which wo and all our plans depend, which
really determines anr purposes, and not our own will,

Vor. 10. ** Boastings:* Rrv., * glory in your vaunt.
ings - *' a3 to what they wero going to do, proud of their
schomos and of their wisdom, plans formed as if it was
cortamn thoy would live to seo thom through, and that no-
thing would happen to frustrato thom. * Buch rojoicing,”
or vaunting, ** is eval.” It puts God out of your hives, It
sots your own will and intentions in tho place of God. 1t
will cortainly lend to ovil, to failure, disappointment, and
loss of God's blessing.

Vor. 17. ' Knoweth to do—dooth not ;" the sin alas ! of
nrultitudos , to thera comes this concluding warning—it £s
gin —* do good," or do well, in opposition to the wrong of
tho last verso; the firet idea is, perhaps, to coase {rom
such hoasting, but thoro is a wider and moro gencral
thought : that whatover a man knows he ought to do, to-
wardg God or man, and does it not, he commits sin, omis-
rion to do good is positive transgrossion.

HINTS TO TEACHERS,

Profatory.--In the lesson you have tho essentials of a
Chrietian lifo shown, partlyin the negative, by what unnght-
cous men do, and partly, by conatrast, in the positive,
what thoy onglhit to do. A few illustrations to such thoughts
\vi'xill lml;;I your scholars to & more ready understandisg of
tho truth.

Toplcal Analysis.—Living as in God’s .n'{bt, includes
(1) Submission to God and humility (vers. 7-10); (2) Re-
sisting temptation (verse. 7), 3) Parity of heart and
Yifo {vers. 89); {4) Love to tho brothren (vers. 11-12.)
{3) A constant scnse of dopendence on God (vers. 13-17).

1. Submission—Fumility.—~Theso two are insgparable
before God. Tho opposite is strikingly illustrated in the
lifo of Saul, which we studied a few weeks ago; he was
rebellious and proud ; the word of God that had gouas out
against bim so worked upon his pride that ho was driven
to insanity and snicide, a terrible beacon to wam us from
the rocks of setting up our own will jn opposition to the
will of God. Draw tho contrary picture of the great apos-
tlo of the Gentiles, who renounced all his Pharisaic pride,
and placed himsclf in the bands of God as a little child ;
or thas Divino Master who, standing before the agony of the
cross, could say : * ot my will, but thine be done.”

2. Resisting Temptation. Tomptations will come to all.
Chnist was tempted right through His life, but ho resisted
tho devil. David was tempted to slay Saul, as wa saw in
one of the boautiful lessons of 1ast quarter. The victory in
that trial arose from the fact that o was conscious of
living in God's sight. Your scholars, cvery boy and girl
will meet tho tempter ; tell them how fo obtain the vie-
tory, and pont them to thepromises, * to Him that over-
comoth,” which the Spirit gavo by John to the Soven
Chrches, Rov. 2:7-11, 17-26 ; 3:5.12, 21, a promise to
overy church,

3. Purity of heart and life.—God soerches tho beart ; Ho
knows its inmost thoughts, if there be sin it is all open to
thim. How then should wo strive to guard the gates cof
thp eoul? XRead* Bunyan's ¢ Holy War,” and then tell
your scholars how needful it 1s to guard *Eyo-gate” and
“ Ear gate," thero comes in impurity and unholy thoughts.
Caution thom carnastly against bad books and bad com-
panions. John Angell James, tho author of that blessed
book, **The Anxious Enquirer,” onco said that when he
was & boy ho read an imparo book, and he hiad nover been
able to efface i1t from his wird. Tt would como up some-
tumes in the midst of his holiest services. Others havo
borno liko testimony. Touch no moral pitch—you canuot
wash it from the bends of your soul. Remember the bene-
diction of Jesus. * Blessed are tho pure in heart, for they
shall 3c0 God.”” (Matt. 5:8.) -

§. Love to the brethren. -John, also, strongly onforcos this,
*¢ Ho that loveth not his brother whom bo bath seen, how
can be loveGod whom ho hath not seen? * Oneof thie strik-
10y charnctoristics of tho Early Churgh was tho love of one
another ; tho opposite of this is spoaking ovil of ono
another, juvging one nnother, Thisis far roaching. Wo
wust not attribnto improper motives, must not suggest
ovil, but iiave tho love that *hopeth all things,” ¢*be-
hieveth all things,” good of others,

5. A constent sense of dependence o God.—How tho groat
number, oven of Christian men and women, fail in this;
how many project ¢heir intontions far into the future wich-
out a thought of the will of God. Tho history of our own
times nbounds with instances of intentions cut short by
death. Take books alons, how many books, somo of them
important, havo nover boen fimished by thar anthors—
doath has stopped tho pen.  Of a grand architectural work
in tho ity of Lundon, opened with regal pomp somo
months ago, it was said, in a parenthetical line, that ho
whoso genius planned snd brought it far ou its way,

| did not hive to sce its complotion. Not only for life but

for health, for a sound mind, and for all tho blossings of
lifo, do wo dopend npon God. Teach this, impress it. Tho
light-heartodness of youth may forget it for-a time, but it
will como back again in scason, and God may mako the
thought an anchor of tho soul to Him.

Truths and Teachings. —All who trust God will be
guided by Him.

If wo look to God for salvation, wo must look to Him
daily for all things.

God's will may bo oppesed to our plans, but all is for the

-bos? if wo trust Him.

If wo fight against Satan tho battle is God's.

Tho judgment of our actions and tho actions of all men
is with Gogfn

1L is not wropg to ** got gain,” but 1t should bo sought
in submission to tho will of God.

How groat tho guilt of thoso who know Gog's will and
do it not. R

AMain Lesson.—Ever sock to realize tho presonco of
God. Gepn. 16: 13 ; Psa, 11: 4; 51: 4; 189 15 Hob, .
Luko15: 21; 4:18. TR



