
THE CANADA PRESBYTER!AN. [Aucuar sgth, auj3.

OUR fonoRniBUTrol.
M1E LA IV OF CHRIST AS APPLIRD TO

THE ORDINARY DC'SINESS 0F LZFE.

The followlng address, thc fluai hall alwhich appearl
ln the present issue of Tits PRESBYTERIAN, WAS
daelivered ai LtleIser, by the Rev. John M. Gibson,
of St. Jabhns WVood, London. l'le dlent and forcible
presentatlan of timely trutba, characterlstlc of lts
author, will bc read with match Interest :

The law of Christ la more than merc morallîy. A
law of rlgbtecusnoss lt las; and se far t li coïncident
wih the unlversaliy iccepted code of moral,. But
over and aboya the law cf rlgbtecusness there rises
anather lave wblch la dlstlnctively the lai, cf Christ.
This Is thc law cf lova ln two great branches: Il Thoua
shait love the Lird thy Gad with ail thy beart, end
wlth a11 thy sont, and with ail tby mind,» and IlThou
shalt love t.hy nelgbbour as tbyself.M No one doubts
that commun morallty should rtb thc Christian and
everybody else ln the ordlnary business of litée; and
thercdore wc need nct spend any dîne ln leslsting on
thec daims of the law cf Christ so, far as lu coînsides
wlîh the otbbr ; t Is of the hlgher law cf love tbat we
must speak It wlll bc ai once seen, then, that aur
subi oct la net what la generally understood as "lcom-.
mercIal moralityY" I flrxnly bcUleve that vae shail
nover bave tho rlght kind of commercial morality uil
men take the hlgher standard suggested by the sub.
ject beforo us, and Insist not aaly on that rlghteaus.

-ceasa whlch no co dsputcs, but aise on that love
whlcb vezy feir ackaowledge as binding la the ardîn.
ary business cf lte. lt is truc, indeed, ibat white mea
la general are sound encugh la îory as te commer.
cial marality, they are very far tram bclng as univer.
sally saund ln practice ; and therofore there is ahuri-
dant scope for ihe most strenuous enforcement cf
common honesty and Iategrity ; occasion eaough, and
qulte tac, nuch, fer urglng and urging agalo the duiy
cf faic and square dcallng as betweea mana and mana;
and such appets can be preperly eneugh made, and
augbt te be rade, ln te came cf Christ and cf Chris.
tlaniy; but the questien cornes, irbethr, witie net
negicctlng titis, titore may not bie something better for
us ta do. Yau wili have observed hem little, compar.
atively, Christ has te say about common honesty. le
may bc said, icdeed, that trade and commerce dtd flot
buik ai ail se largely la Palestine l11e as they de la
ours; and yet they did constitute se large a part cf le
that le weuid have been npardonable te omit themn or
pass tiem lightly by. Bosides, Christ vas legislating,
flot for Palestine alonc, but fir the wcrld ; and net for
that ceatury alonc, but for ait the coming centuriesi
and therefore ire musi seek some other explanation
af what to soma migbt appear a strange rahssion, or
negleet

%Va catnai de better, probabiy, titan examine witit
titis viev tic Ssrmon on thte Mount. That sermon
may bie falrly considcred a summary cf the lair cf
Christ, It has been aptly called by Di. Dykes, "lthe
Manifeste cf the King; I and witeile isl by ne means
* legfisiative code in the proper sense of the terni, il i
a sunimary cf principica cf vide cnaugh range te
cover ail thc commen relations cf MIe. Now, if we
mccc te asic mt place commercial raorality bas i1ý
tu code, irbat would bc the answer? Thomc whe
taire loi, ground on the subject would probahly say .
"No place ai al." The main substance cf aeias an

exposition of Uic righteousness cf the klngdom ; and
yeî the ane commandaneni which dircctly cavers Uic
greund cf commercial morality la deliberately passed
by. The ettit commandaient is noi ovea nienuencd.
Thte Grtý,aî Laiwgiver et thc nom covenant deals wih
ai. the rost cf the second table cf the lave but amits
ail refèenece te the ane commandaiemnt ryhch soma
people now.a<lays stem te considez «'ibe bc ail and
end-aU clf morality. Whaî as he reason i A carehl
readlng cf what folema wil suggest titat leits because
He bua someting better te say. He bas soma.
thlng more effictent in reserve. Ho secs that the
tenth commandmeni gives a tar itreaiger lever.
ago than thc eightb, and se He urges and presses
le, net anly la lis own ligbt, but ti the ligbt af "I h
fini and great commandment," watuing us agahnsî
illaying up te===rc cn the eartb ;"I watmng us;
agalast attemping te Iexve God and mamman ;I
warning us against ton rncit anxlety as te Uic supply
cf eur bcdtly mania , and closlng a Long and sustaned
appieal by tic positivo tube,"4 S=el yo first the king-

dom cf God and Hi, rightmouness, and ail the
thîngs shalh b. added tnte you.n Il i la thîs largo
and vise way ibai hce dena mth thc ordlnary lite, lift-
ing hi oui cf the regien cf mcm niorabity and setlnc le
lanb thfull lghi cf" the first and greai commaradmeai"
ut the lair et love; and then, further an, Ho urges a
slmilnriy blRb standard ln tho lRhi t ofIlthe second,
whch 1 Unk tinte h," irbea he laya dlown the golden
rule, "Tholrefore, irbaîsavor vc woubd tbai mcn shouid
do te yau, do ye evea se te them ; for this la the tair
and tho prophets. Thus we sec that lie dees net
omit or cegleci theocrdicary business of lite, but gets
ati la awayoai bs ama. This methcd ls consistantly
kepi up througitoui ail his teachlog. Iastead cf ireat-
lng cf biiiness relations on ihe lamer ground cf square
deabing, hoe always tries te liii men up te the higlier
ground. WVhen a certain man cames te hlm with the
appeal, Il Master, speair te my brother, that hoe divide
thc Inheritance witit me," ho net only wiii net Interfere,
but Ho uses the oppartunlîy tntn, as migt hava been
expccted, toc the cafercement of square dealiag, but
for an carnesi warniag againsi ccveousness. IlHe
sald tnte them, Taire becd, and bemare cf coveous-
nesa ; for a man's lite consistcîh net la the abuadance
attho tiigswhbcitho possesseili." Se hilaaillthe way
througb. He by ne means undervalues honesty, but
te lays fat greater stress on itaving a hei set an
higiter tiigs titan moaey or any earthly possession.
He lays tte axe aittacrt cfthuictpas troc He plants
bis danger-signal net at the spot wherc the ice ends and
the mater bcgins, but nt the place where the ico beglns
te get thia. He treats net the moere symptoana, but
the dcep.scated discase within. And bis example la
faittully tollewed by His apostlos. Their warnings
agalast cevetouanoss are far more frequent than
against diuitanesty. And even irben hontesty is urged,
hi Is lzrger and lofîler hocesty titan is lnvolved la mccc
tair dealang. lu bas la li tho idea of nobiiy and
bontour, asvrellascf more jasice. Thcy did netmaire
li a mutter af e.rcAange cf meney, or eftihat wbich
maney represents, as our modern moralises are se apt
te dc., but cf "the love of mnney.Y l mas the roci
thcy more salaig ai. And even miten tbcy do lookr ai
the malter trom the lever poli of vicw, item naturally
they risc te the bîgiter; as irben te apostle, writing
te Uic Roman Christians, aays, Il 0e cen man any-
tiing, but love ane anoîbor ; for hie that lovetb another
bath tulfitlcd Uic la,. .. ..... Love worketh
ne il te bis nelghbeur ; therefore love la Uic tulfllliag
ot thc lair."

W6 flnd, then, that the method of Christ and His
apo3tles was one whlcb, witeil assunling and reqatming
thc bmoad basis of raghteausaess in ail tbings, spechally
urged ttc law cf love la both its branches as thc truc
leverage by whlch even Uic commoncai morallty la
ia thc business cf lite cauld bc most effectavely
secured. la Uic raeibod a souud one? la it atml
applicable and likely te be effective la ail tha coin-
plexity of Uic buasiness icé of thc nineteeath century ?
Thtis la aur main question ; and a very important anc
litsa. There arc chose irbo empitaîîcaaly say IlNa ;"'
,and ire must listen te mit they have te urge. There
la, first, mit may ho cailed ttc objection af the avec-
age businces ma. le may bc tus cxpressedt
"lBusiness ta busincst, and muai te caaducted an
aurictly business prancaples, accomding te the lair of
demnand and supply, and Uic cammon-senso rule et
buyirig an the chcapest and seffing in thc dcaresî
Inarkct. This talk about thte law of love la ail very moUl
for ' pulpat eloquonce,' or palpi iwaddle, as Uic case
may bc ; on 'Ctiange i must be EvMr man for hîm-
adit, and-' weoU, instead. oi flntshing Uic adage in
thc matber reugh way whicb shows vihat .s the fate ef
Ilthe htodmost," me.%hall give thc modern oquivalent,
and craitle * 'the survival of the fittest. And. thc use
cf thas scicntific phrase remtnds us tUni, besidles Uie
objcion oftheb average business man, thore la that of
the sociologuet, whlch, hovrever, ai. jusi the aid popular
objeaction put ie scientufic forma. Itis fully and ably
set forth by Mr. Herbert Spencer, especilily là bis
"lData cf Etitica;' irbore accordiag te hiiself# hoa
shows te a demonstrataon that te Christian Law ià, Dot
acly inapplicable te Uic ardinary business cf life, but
would bc posliively ruinous te society if le wore actu-
ally cauxied out. le may bc welU te quota soma cf bis
ove wordsý, pcociising that by Ilegolara » hoe ieans
Uic doctrine IlEvery anr for hiniseil," and by "Iatru-
tin Uich doctrineý, IlEvecy mani for bis nelgitbour,11
whicb, according tn him la the Christian doctrine.
Ho says.ý *' le dots coi scera te bc suspccteil ltai pure
altruism is actually wrong. Bmaught op as caçh la la

tbm nominal acceptance cf a creed wIrbci whiohly sub-
ordinales egoisan te altculsm and glves suadry pro.
cepta tai are absolutely atruistlc, cac itizena, witie
lgaorlag these la bis business and tacitly dcnylng
item la vachous opinions hoe utters, daliy gîves them
te llp.tamaRe, and supposes that acceptaceocf ibem
la requlred et him tbaugit ho findu hi Impossible.
Feeling that ho canni caîl them la question witheut
calling ha question bis religion as a wholobeo preiends
te ctera and ta himsoîf uhat he bolleves tbem-bc.
Ileves ublags vvhIcb hn bis lneermest coascleusness hoe
knama be does noi bebleve. He professes te tbink
lthat entire self-sacrifice muai bc rfght, though dimiy
coasclous thai l wôuld be fataV. (Il Study af Saci.
oloàiy,N International Sertes, p. 184)

The enermous mistako aon whlch thiis crltlcism la
based ha due te a confusion of Mdeas botmeen what lo
requalred et a Christian as ioward God and irbatis
reqaalred as toward bis felioir man. XI la tuci ihat we
are asked le surmender ourselves Impllcitly and cniirely
te God. IlThoua shaht lave ttc Lord tity God with ail
ty beari, and with aIl thy seul, and mlib ail thy mind.'
If ibis la "lpure altruisme" It la an alirulsm wnicit cati
nover de any barra la tbm mosi complux atateorc
soclcîy, but wmli always and la ail circunicacces secure
the itigitest possible irelfare bol. o! IL.. Jcdvidua.1 anai
et seciety. Let a mma hpiiH -l and fuily surtender
himseit te God-ta cbey -.L, ommandments, te do
His mll, te live for bis glory-aad e will bc Uic best
for the anan himsehf, the besi for bis tamîly, the best
for bis friends, the besi for bis enenile,, the best
toc ttc secieiy la wicrbihe lives, the besi for the
morld at large. Wa1abd tbat ail maaldnd. wrr only
altruisiic afier this tashion, and the great problemt
et sociolagy and of Cbristianiiy woubd bc fiaally
and fully solved. There mould bc a hoaven tapon
earut i But the sclentlfic criîc cf the lair of Christ
seema te irnoir nothicg cf ibis kmnd at alirtalsm. ThE
alîruisin bie la ttlnking cf la thc surrender cf every.
bedy te bits neigihour: and ne Intelligent Christian
needs te be tcld tit ihere la ne sucit surrender asked
af us by te iaw cf Christ. "Thou shalt lave thy
nelgbnuc. Hem? Wih Uic mitole tlie=? No.
"Thoua shalt love tty neigihour as «h.>tell." This, as
me are iold, is te sua et the second table of the
law, mnicit bas te de with aur duty te our nclgtbaur.
And whiti a grievous ralsreprescntila cf ht are the
mords above quoted. And stili more se, irten ar
critic goos an te say tat it cala us te Uic "lcontInuaI
givlng up cf pleasures and continuai, submlslon ta
pains," "lse that lis final aulceme la deblliîy, disease,
and abrldgraent cf lite." There are, indeed, some
exhortations bore and there ha tite Nom Testament
irbicit actas open te thîs kind cf criticisin, If lterally
pressed; but thc difficulty entimely disappears if we
look ai Uic evident spirit of thora; and ibis ls whiti
both Christ and bis aposties remind us me must do.
For instance: IlLook net evemy mani on bis aira
things; but every mac aise an ttc things cf oîhers.0
Here the firsi part actais te forbid attention ta onr
ewa intercala, whtle Uic second summons us ta attend
te thc intereala af others. But daca flot Uic wc'rd
"laise" Itaho clearly that a preper attention te aur
owa intoresus la taken for graaied as a ttlcg af course
(as may be vemy safely donc) ? IILeook net every man
on bis oma things ; but avery man ahLo on Uic titingi
et atiters."

le s ahuadanclydlea that the spfrit crie la te caution
us against seeking after ar oma Interctsla tei dis-
regard of Uic intorests aftour neigitboucs. And surely
ibis ls good enougit social doctrine. la net ai aU ai
varian ce wiîh the stricicat social science. And then,
lest auy sitould bc dhsposed te rua liet the ahtziîusc
extremne, et wtici thUi critic la atraid, have we net sucit
romanders as ibis . "lIf any provide net for bis oma,
and especialhy for titoseol bis cira bouse, bie bath
denied Uic faith, and is trorse titan an infidel "? Thus
me find that te sclentlfic abjection te the Christian
lair of love dees net deat fairly mith the second cerm-
maatient ef Uic lam, and, mit la stili womse, leaves

out ai sigitt tho first commandmcnt, wbic takirs prz-
cedience cf! the second, and titemefere, cf course, modi-
fies lia application. Sucit abjections are vnlid agninst
cettain. systema cf modern iumanlitrianlsmn, but Uiey
bave no force whiatever agaicat ttc Christian law cf
love. Sn rancit for tte acienîific objection. But a
Îlette more may be satd on ttc practical dafficulthes of
thc average business ma. Thora are, undoubtedfly,
qulte coasclentieus and excellent business men wmi
do et oio hwem Uic om f lave cari bc, carrlod, hiet
omdinacy business Let us, thcn, Invesigate a Uittle
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