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Some of those cflices spoken of in the New Testa.
ment, and which existed in the early Church, were
evidently extrrordinary and temporary, and others
ordinary and permanent. Those which embraced
special and miraculous functions, which have ceased
to be enjoyed, were evidently intended only for the
establishment of Chnisttanity, These have passed
away with the special and extraordinary gifts with
which those who tilled them were endowed. Those
offices, however, which were ordinary, and whose
functions may now be enjoyed, were intended to be
permanent. The firsi, the most important, digmfied
and useful of these is that of the presbyter or
minister of the Word and ordinances. * The
first act of Christ’s mimistry,” says an able wrnter,
“was to institute the sacred order of the ministry
as His representatices, heralds and ambassadors.
This, also, was His last action upon eanh when
in commisstioming His Church, He made the p.each.
ing of the Gospel its fundamental business, and
preachers its essenual rulers. When He ascended up
on high and gave gifts to men, pastors and teachers
—that 1s, the sacred order of the min:stry in its two-
fold work of oversight or rule and instruction—was
the all comprehending, permanent order which He
established 1n His Church. Around this order, to s2.
cure to it greatest ¢fficiency, more cerntain purity and
popular adaptation there were gathered from time to
time, as occasions opened up the way for their instatu.
tion, the order of brethren, calied also governments
and rulers, to represent and act for the people in con-
gregations with the order of the mumsters of the
Word ; and besides them, the order of deacons t9 act
under and co-operate with both in the government
and administration of the Church.”

‘Those called by this writer * The Order of Breth.
ren,” are spoken of in that enumeration of office.
bearers given in 1 Cor. xii. 28, as * governments ” or
governars, and 1n Romans xii. §, as * He that ruleth,”
and 1s that denominated 1n the Presbyterian Church,
in a large and general meaning of the word, elders.
They are the representatives ot the people, chosen by
them to help the presbyters or minwsters of the
Gospel in watching over the flock of God, and in
carrying on the government of the church. They in
no sense fill the same ¢ ffice as that filled by the minis.
ters of the Word ; nor are they in the proper mean-
ing of the word presbyters or bishops. They are, as
has been said, the representatives of the people to
take part with presbyters or bishops in the oversight
and government of the people. The functions of
their cfice embrace neither preaching the Word, dis.
pensing ordinances, ordaining 10 cfh.e nor pronounc.
ing the benediction, These belong exclusively to the
one essential and fundamental cifice of the Gospel
mwistry. They are the * helps in government,” and
are not generally ordained to cffice by the laying on
of bands, nor dr they jun with ministers in the laying
on of hands in the ordination of ministers.

Such Church cffizers we find in the first Synod held
in Jerusalem in the days of the apostles, Acts xv.,
taking part in the decision come to anent Circumci-
sion, and spoken of in conjunction with the apostles
and presbyters. * The apostles and elders or ‘pres-
bytery and érefkiren send greeting. . . . . it + 2med
good untc us being assembled with one accord.”
Thete we have the apostles, the presbyters, and the
brethren all spoken of as having come to this decision,
and as joining 1o this written authoratative document
called 1n the fourth verse of the sixteenth chapter,
“the decrees.” Wkho could these brethren be other
than the representatives of the Christian people, who
thus joined with the apostles and presbyters in de-
creeing what should be done in the particular case
submitted to them —the helps 1n government com-
monly now called elders?

‘That the above view of the office now filled in the
Presbyterian Church by those denominated, in a large
and general sense of the w2zd, elders, is the scriptural
and histonical one, will still further appear from ths
following considerations :—

1. The ctfice of the New Testament elder or pres-
bytsr embraces all the functions of the Christian
ministry, and is the same as that of bishop. Ia proof

of this examine some of those passages in which
elders or presbyters are spokan of. Take Acts xx.
17, 28. In verse 17 they are called elders, and in the
25th overseers or bishops. And what werethe duties
and functions of their cffice? They were not only to
take heed unto themselves, but to all the flock—* to
feed the Church of God.® With what were they to
feed the flock, but with the green pastures of the
Word? Thus they were invested with the function of
preaching as well as that of ruling. In Titus i. 59,
we read that for this cause he was left in Crete that
he might ordain elders or presbyters in every city.
In stating their qualifications, Paul says : *A bishop
must be blameless as the steward of God, not self-
willed, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker,
not given to filthy lucre ; but a lover of hospitality, a
lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate, hold-
ing fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that
he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and
convince the gainsayers.” Who does not see in this
passage, not only that the New Testament elders are
the same as the bishops, but also that they pos.
sessed the qualifications and functions of the Chris.
tian ministry ? They are to hold fast the faithful
word, or in other words be sound in the faith, And
why? That they may he able “both to exhort and
convince the gainsayers.” In other words, that they
may be sound, faithful and efficient preachers of the
Word. Again in 1 Peter v, 1, it is written, “ The
elders” or presbyters ¥ who are among you, I exhort
who am also an elder and a witricss of the sufferings
of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall
be revealed, feed the flock of God which is among
you taking the oversight thereof.” There we again
find the two principal functions of the ministry—
namely, oversight and instruction. In laying down
the qualifications of a bishop in his first letter to
Timothy, Paul mentions “apt to teach ” as one. But
teaching is a function nf the presbyter or minister.

These passages appear amply to sustain the posi-
tion that the cffice of the New Testament elder em-
braces the functions of the Christian ministry. They
are the presbyters—the ministers of the Gospel, and
not what are now denominated elders, There is, how.
ever, another passage to which attention is solicited, a
passage on which another and diqerent view is based.
It is 1 Tum. v. 17. Thisis the only passage, so far
as the writer is aware, on which another and different
theory is founded - the theory of two classes of elders,
with diqerent functions, filling one and the same office.
“ Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of
double honour, especially they who labour in word
and doctrine.” Now, if there be a contrast in this
passage at all between two classes of elders it is
humbly submitted that it is this, namely, between
presbyters who iule only, and presbyters who labour
in word and doctrine only. But this would deprive
the office of the ministry of one of its principal func-
tions, and cannot be the correct view of the pasiage,
Again, the interpretation to which reference is made,
and which is held by not a few, makes two classes of
cfiice-bearers having different functions fill one and
the same offize, which is contrary to all right views cf
an cffice, and all right practice in relation thereto,
An office is nothing without its functions, and if a
person properly fillsan office of any kind heis invested
with all the functions of that office. If it be the office
of a presbyter he is invested with all the functions
thereof, and one of its chief functions, as has been
shown, is to * feed the flock of God,” or in other words,
preach the Gospel.

Further, the aonour here spoken of is evidently
material support, and this interpretation which makes
two classes of elders fill the same office, would neces-
sitate the adequate maintenance of both—both those
who rule only, and those who rule and teach. Anin-
terpretation, therefore, which involves these necessary
and erroneous consequences, cannot be the correct
one and we must seek for another. The word “ rule”
in the passage means to preside; hence, Dean Alford
and others render the verse, “ Let the Presbyters who
have well presided over their portion of the Church’s
work be held worthy of double hoznour, espedially
those that labour in word and teaching.” The same
word in 1 Thes. v. 12 is rendered, “ Who are over
you in the Lord.” Justin Martyr uses the word six
tumes for the ministers who presided in public worship,
preached, prayed, gave thanksand blessed the people,
Other early writers used the word in the same sense.
What, therefore, is predicted of elders or presbyters
in the first part of the verse, is that they preside and

moderate in all church assemblies. Another word ig
the passage requires particular attention, namely,
“especially” This word at first sight appears to nuike
a distinction between the elders in the passage, and
to divide them into two classes. Let it be obscrveq,
however, that it is a term which does not divide things
that are essentially different, but only marks a dit.
ference between things essentially alike. In thi. g

stance it points to some specified peculiarity of a L

tion of the same class, and not to two distinct clasies,
Besides the word is sometimes used to denote the
reason of a thing; thence the learned Joseph Meie
renders the passage, * Let presbyters that rule u
govern their flock well, be counted worthy of d,.' e
honour, and that chiefly because or in respect of .Le:
labour in word and doctrine.” And the learned 1.,
John Guys paraphrases the passage thus, * And nce
I am speaking about the use of the Church's sto &, |
would recommend the paying a due regard to s
elders as by office are employed in the spiritual ser
vices of the Church, that they who are prudent and
faithful in presiding over them may stand high in thex
civil respect and esteem, and may have liberal alios.
ances sufficient to make their wordly circumstanees
easy, respectable, and comfortable, especially those o
them that are eminent and remarkably laborivas
studying and preaching the Gospel, and spreading,
maintaining and defending its pure, unnuxed o

trines.” All the Presbyters mentioned in the passage
are the ministers of the Word, and when rightly under
stood affords no support to the theory of two +1.x.e,
of elders with different functions filling one and ke
same cffice—an absurdity never met with in cvid s
ciety.

To this interpretation of the passage, however, 1 4
objected that there was a plurality of elders ord. ined
in every Church, as is stated in Acts xiv.; and «
every city, as is said in Titus i, 5 ; and there coull b
no room and no necessity for a plurality of min stes;
in any one Church or even city ; hence some m.x:
have been only rulers, and others both rulers ani
teachers. Before this objection can be allowed t
have any force, it must be showa that the term hurck
in the passages to which reference is made, means 3
single congregation, and is not used to denote all tke
called of God, or all the congregations in a parti-ux
province or city, and that there was only one coogre
gation in each of these cities. Pesides, it is evider
from early history that different places were mussior
ary centres from which presbyters went forth to 1t
surrounding country to preach the Gospel- &
quarters as we would call them. Ephesus was
doubt a mission centre where there resided a oum
of missicuaries ar presbyters, just as many p!
now are in foreign lands. At Thessalonica there ma
have been another, to which arrangement Paul, n;
hkelihood, refers in his first epistle to the Thessal
nians i. 8, where he says, ** From you sounded out
word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and A-bha
but also in every place your faith to God-ward
spread abroad.”

3. The view thus giiven of the cffice of those con
mionly called elders is that which obtained in ¢
Westminster Assembly, and which has been general
held in the Presbyterian Church until very re
times. The following is the resolution adopted
that venerable Assembly anent this office: “1It
agreeable to and warranted by the Word of God !
some others, beside the ministers of the Word,
Church governors, should join with the ministersn
government of the Church.” Ia the form of gov
ment adopted by them it is stated, “ as there were
the Jewish Church elders of the people joined withit
priests and Levites in the government of the Churct
so Christ hath instituted government and go
nors ecclesiastical in the Church, besides the minis:
of the Word, with gifts of government, and with ~o
mission to execute the same when called thercto, v
are to join with the minister in the goverament of
Church, which offizers Reformed Churches commoa)
call elders.”

elected at first annually,
aud deacons ought to be made every year, oncew
we judge to be most convenient on the first day
August, lest of long continuance of such cfh
mea persume on the liberty of Kuk.” Chaprer!
section 3. In this same Book of Discipline dn
up in 1560, and formally recogaised by 2 convent

in 1562, 1t is also stated, “the clders bewy cle




