THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

$2.00 PLR ANRDM (W-ADVARCE,

C RLACKFETT RONINSON, Aditer and Proprietor,
OEFICT—ND. & JOADAN ST, TCACNTS.

SFORON 10, FRIBAY, AFRU. 12, 1878,
- AR
THE SPIRITUNL NATURE OF THE
CHURCH.

N ahotrer column our readers will find a
I lc\té which deserves a kindly answer.
In giving this we cannot enter upon all the
points rarsed by our currespondent, but ve
hope to make clear the principle involved,
which is in reality the chief difference between
the Reformed and the Romish Churches.
Our counespondent in the most courteous
tenins objucts to vur statement that the Charch
as defined by Mr. Porter is an " unspiritual
affair.”  Hoe does this because (10 Mr. P claims
for it divine institution; (2) he holds that
through the sacraments, ctc., as modn, grace
is communicated; 3 he holds that the Holy
Spirit is communicated to and by the priest-
hood. He furtha thitks that Predacy may be
essential to the church organization, if thes is
taught in Scripture.  Our remarhs will not be
extended, but are a bare statunent of the
salient points of difference.

1. Our controversy is not with the Church
of England, «s such, but with the Sacramen-
tarian or Ritualistic party in that Church,
which is avowcdly not Protostant, and in
principle and practice, as far as ay be, is
Romish. 2. The fact that a thing is of divine
institution docs not make 1t spintual,  For
example, the civil magistracy and marriage
arc of divine institution, but they are not
spiritual. 3. Sacraments arc mcans of grace
not in themselves, but only where they are
received by faith accompanied by the working
ofthe Spirit. Our Sacramentarian opponents
hold that always, necessarily, and er opere
operato, they convey grace. 4. The Scripture
teaches (John i. 12, 13, Actsii. 4, x.44, that
the Spirit is bestowed on believers indepen-
dently of and antecedently to the receptivn of
the sacraments or laying on of hands. 3.
That every believer having the Spirit of God
is a member of the Church of God, whether
he has.received the sdcramentsor not. 6. We
hold that the Church #nvisible, consisting of
all true Christians, i§to be distinguwished from
the Church visible, which consists of thosc in
all the world who profess the true religion,
with their children. 7. That the Church
visible and invisible arc not co-cxtensive;
many being members of the une who are not
members of the other. & We reject the doc-
trine that “ external actions are the means or
instruments for conveying heavenly gifts to
the soul.” These are bestowed according to
His sovereign will and directly by God, some-
times a{)art from external actions, although
also at vther times in connection with them.
9. We reject a PRIESTHOOD, i, human
mediators. Allmen havedirect access to God
in Jesus Christ, without a go-betaween, whether
man or rite. 10. We dény that the validity
of ordination or the cfficacy of the sacramcnts
depends, in any sense, on the character or
condition of the administrator, or on “manual

contact.” t1. While Scripture {gives some
dircctions as to the outward form of the visible
Church, we deny that any particular orsaniza-
tion is cssential; and also that prelacy is not
found in Scripture, far lees can /2 be the only
form under which God's Church exists, We
shall go no further.  Qur correspondent must
make his choice between Protestantism and
Popery, between S:ripture and the Fathers;
between worship in spirit amnd reality, and wor-
ship which cBnsists in th - performance of out-
ward aktions and symbolism.  The real Gues-
tion i%\c of “ Spirituality "--Is the Church
formed directly by God's Spirit, or by man's
acts conferring as e wills the grace of God
upon the soul ?”

PROPOSED TEMPERANCE I.Ecjo'-
LATION. )

T last it has been settled in whom, or
what particular branch of our federal
sovernment, the power rests to legislate on
this vexed question, and the ministry, by
promptly taking up the subject, have refuted a
charge which many were too ready to bring
against them,of insincerityin theirassertions of
professed interest, and of a desire to stave off
dealing with it as long as possible,  But in
truth, o thoro ghly has public sentiment on
this vifal spbject been aroused, that the ques-
tion bdigk once settled where the power to
legisk tc%p‘nn it lies, no minister or govern-
mcnt’lould well afford to trifle with it. Apart
fmm\'this, however, the measure which has
been introduced by the government Lears
every mark of asincere desire to deal carnest-
Iy and with a vigorous hand with this great
sucial grievance, the traffic in intonicating
liquors.

In the first part of the proposed measure,
the first thing which we notice as being an
improvement upon former acts, is removing
the question of the submission of the Act to
the vote of the people beyond local influences,
intrigues and cvasions. This is now lodged
in the Governor-General in Council upon the
presentation of a petition with the certified
signatures of onc-fourth of all the clectors in
the county or city petitioning who are entitled
to vote for a member of the Hovse of Com-
mons, With respect to the places and mode
of voting, many of the provisions applicable
in voting for members of parliament arec em-
bodied in this bill. Thus, the polling is to
be dorie in one day, and a sufficient number
of polling places arc to be opened to make
pulling in every locality convenient.  Lists of
votegs in cach such polling district are to be
futni h'ed' td pvery returning officer, and every
precaution tifat could be thought of has been
taken to make voting safe, and sccure a fair
chance of ;*ting the strength of parties for
and againga Every voter shall vote in only
one place, may be sworn or called upon to
make affirmation, and should he refuse to do
so he cannot receive a ballot paper, and so
cannot vote. The destruction, loss, or non-
appearance for other reasons of the ballot-
boxes ofi"the day and at the place of making
up th?})ou- will not necessarily void the peti-
tion. 1f one-half or more of all the votes;

polled are against the petition, it shall be held”

to be not adopted; and in case more than hal
of all the votes polled are for the petition,} it
shall be held to have been adopted. We
would have wished to sce these clauses just

reversed; but, perhaps, the measure is more
likcly to be successfully carried out as they
stand, and onc more than the half is strictly
all that is needed for the adoption of the
petition.

“The penaltics for infringement of the pro-
visions of the Act arc sufficiently severe to
deter offenders, and yet not so severe as to
causc a desire on the part of administrators
of the law to cvade their infliction wherever
possible. The dangerous nature of the liquor
traffic and of the cffects of drink are indirect-
ly shown by the cnactment that “no intoxi-
cating, spirituous or fermented liquors or
strorg drinks shall be sold or given at any
hatcl, tavern or shop or other place within
the limits of any polling district, during the
whole of any day on which any polling is
begun, holden or procceded with, under a
penalty of one hundred dollars for every
offence, with the power of imprisonment for
not more than six months at the discretion of
the judge.

The interests of dealers in liquers are treat.
ed with fairness.  In addition to their know-
ing beforchand that at any time this Act may
pass in their respective localities, it is provided
that it cannot come into operation until the
expiration of sixty days from the date of the
publication of the order in Council giving it
cffect, and then only if this sixty days allow
thirty more to have clapsed from the day on
which the annual license shall expire, granting
the dealers in liquors from two to three months
for the disposal of stock on hand. The peti-
tion having once been passed, it is provided
that it shall remain in cffect for three years,
unless revoked by means not very likely to be
tried wherc the law has once been carried by
« good majority. This gives an opportunity
to give the law a fair trial in any locality
where it has been put in force.

The regulations for the sale of liquors for
sacramental, medicinal and mechanical pur-
poses are so strict as not likely to be often
violated. The first case requires the certifi-
cate of a clergyman, the sccond that of a
doctor, the third that of two justices of the
peace, stating that the liquor is for the purpose
sct forth by the applicant, |

Perhaps the most objectionable part of this
Act is that which allows the sale of quantities
of ten gallons by any licensed distiller, brewer,
merchant or trader, on the condition merely
that-he has good reason to belicve that the
liquor will forthwith be carried beyond the
limits of the county or city in which the sale
is made. In the first plaze dealers in liquor
will in the majority of cases be very easily
satisfied with reasons given for believing that
the liquor is to be carried beyond the city or
county; in the next plaze, it will be very
liable to abuse at points where counties are
contiguous to cach other; and lastly, it will
afford, though not to the same extent, the
pretext which the anti-Dunkinites made of the
five-gallon clause, that it pressed hard upon
the poor man. How considerate they are,
becuuse it prevented him from going and
getting his glass at a tavern, and also was
worse for his family, as it would cause poor
men to club together, purchase their liquor,
and then take it to their homes and so en-
danger their families. It appears to be not
quite consistent thatthe buyer for sacramental,
medicinal or mechanical purposes must show



