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8T4TISTICS AND SK~ETCHES.

TIIEBàUOKE-N-IE AtrTED WIFE ANI)

A short time since, ns 1 wvas passing aniibaîh
ln k cotintry town, ln the interiorof tlis coinoton-
%veaitld, 1 'va- req<:estecl to visit a dyiîrg wounan.
l'ho first aspect of the lieuse to rvhich, 1 %vad led,
in its Ionise clrîplîrards, brokien windows, and de-
cayed fencei, told me tono plainly that t was ap.
proiching the homne of a drunkcard. lI'lie aport-
ment ini which the dviurg w-oînnn W'.s brerrrbingv
hier last, wvas one whose aspect of cheecrlessners
anid disaoînfort made my hieart rihe. A few
wretcled articles of furuniture wvere scattered abot
the roomn, and sipen a low lieu, in one corner.
mest seantily f'urmisled, lny the wasied flormi of
thre dying ihier. lier countenauice bore traces
of intelligence, of refinement, and yot of the inost
overwheiming mental angîîiish. lier hrusband
alood at the liead of the bod, witlî an expression
cf as deep anguish, ns could ho crowded inito, the
features of a blontcd irrebriate. riive little cliii-
dren stood arouind the bedside, loudly sobibing;
thre eIdest, a dalrglbter not twvelve years of age,
k-neoling hy lier mo:lrer's side, aurd alinost con-
ivulsively claqping hier hanni as she drenched it
with tears. il was one of< ilioe scenes of %voe
%vbiclî at once paints itself' upon the eyo and in-
prints itseof upon tIre mmnd, tiover, neyer, te bie
elYaced Proin thre feivalinost inrrticulate scunds
of tho clying womn, 1 ga:lrered that ail the ain-
giiish of the mmnbier's hierrt was ir: fevered ex-
citnent, as site was te leave lier iroor chlîdren,
bier tender boys andi girls, la ibhis tvorîd of teînpta.
tin, wvith sîô guide bur their besotted, druriken
faîlier.

She 'vas alreacly breahing bier last as I enter-
or) the rowm-anul i» a short iime lier struggling,
broken, grief-rent lieart %vas stilî in deanli. 1I in .
qrîired huit the clrcunistanccs of thre case, annd
fuurnd 'tli.t a fev years before, this womnan, iliexi
a youiîg lady of unany accomplislrments of peu son
and of1 uind, %vas mnarried le lier hu3band, then an
young rnercîmnt. rbe.qun of presrit. nnd piro)spec-
tive joy, Liearned brigtitly on the niorning of thiri
niptials. Everyth-- % vas cheorful and vristefnnl in
the happy bomne wvîere their yotitliîfnnl alfectnmunu
wore flirst ceunenteti. A few years of< titi!rtrculedl
prosperity glided swviftly awa.y. Bnirnd the cotin-
ter of tlîis yonur mari's store were arrangted se-
veral pincheons of ardlent spirits for rora*il. 11i
iselP',ig to othors lie tastod hiinself. Gradnlly lie
icquîired tIre appolite for strong drink, and in thre
lapse of a fewv yea.rs lie scattered ail- Iis property,
ruineu his reputam'Iion, beggrarod Iris famiiy, andi
becamo Iirself a ragged vagrabond i:1 the streors.
Ho was natura!ly aiable and affectiiànnté, comn-
plilant and yieldingr,--and having in bis nature
but lrttieofa that sterner materiai rvhicb is called
decisioni, when tomptation. came ha felu at once.

In sucl persons it is not unfrequchrly die claser
that intoxication produceti porf'ect phronzy. A
forv gluases %vould perfectiy craze hiat, and ho
wvould raturn ho bis home nt niglit a ragini, tear-
in,, naniiac. Ho tvould ta.ko the wirlol railge of
tIr hoeuise 1i1 his fîîry, anrd rvill and chiltiroi wte.ro
cnrnpolled to, fly, wvotunuîed anti iroeuîiig, frnin
lus terrible violence. Otien wo'uld ilie gaier lier
litl floekz of chlidren in tihe cornier belirni lier,'auJ receivo nîpc>m lier enr person thre fenrftil*
hlows ivlnicit their brutal andi crazeti fatîrer war
dealirîg around lilun.

<'Oh». who can tell %vhirt nym, whnrt nrghnts the speat
Of aideres, wa.velemi', sâihIes, 3soreices wue."

In the iîîorning, thIs wroîched victitu rf' tmr
%wonildi awalie faim lus doh:nnchî, and restored to
Iris natural affetioni, would reflect upon lus brie
tality ivitîr Iorror auîd remiorse.

[Io wcruld fail upon bis linees befuire bis vÇ,
%with tears ni' allguisli rolling down bis cbeeksi
andi implore lier Jorgiveneis-lie %vould call hM-n
self a bruîte andi a fienît-ne waiiîd resolve and ve-
resolvo neyer to drink agalur. For a few tiys ho
%vould suceei lin kceping bis promise, andi hlmi-
self auvay front temptation. But tIre acquired ha-
bit would gathor streîîgth. Associates wvould lure
him liet tlie vIllage ator,-the sigilit of tIre de-
canflers, the. fumes or tire spirits, would sweep
awiy %vith hurricane fnrry ail bis resolutions.
Ouro glass w'ould fuiîow anothor in <lie desperatiori
of remorse andi deshmnir.

Frenzieul mith, tire fiencl-crenting poison, he
rvould vettu te bis home andti e-euact titise
scenes or outrage, tlie bave lînainatin of wv1ich
inakes Iruinaniry shindder. Agnuin and again hil
wrie, la her nretciredness, went te theo village
gcroceries, and uvith ail tlhe eloquience of a de«-
spairing, 'md Iienrr-hrokea motîier, implore themi
niot ho sell lber liunsaad rurm. Site waould show
<lierat ber owur woundts,-nIio rvotldl lenit lier po
1nurnishedt anti hlf-starved ceblîdren Ie ibieni, auîd
tell dhein tlhe awlul stonies ai lier %voos. But a
tnper seemsq to ho plIens«ed to see his felloiv-toper
drunxk. Th'le sale of ardent spirits 'vas free in
n iis vijînge, -and there %vas rio such tiuing as
iteepingr i frein one wbo liati net mental reso-
Iution etf Iris owvn ta resist the tessrptîilni. Muise-
ry is sloiv annd ornil-Irut, i gunweti %with a yul-
ture touîli at tic beart of this uiuch inju.red vxo-
mari, tili exhausret nature saunli anud expired.
Wlrere <lînt wrptclred intier now is--whretlîer in
tIre grave, tlie aluisbouse, Simr the stite prisnn-- I
kuîow trot; wvirere tînose cluildren are, 1 know not
-ut <bey are scaîîered probably amiti the melan-
choly ru las of a tenpcsuous word.- Westera
Temiperance Journal

INWARun WVoritiDs. -- InUrfe y'arrOW twehv3 bîourg
la wnvm wVaner-urkea a U)f illa four lime% a day.

IrTSS2ERÂrcL- if1 said Io lié n effcient
tire for the thirst createti hy Intemperance.


