- é I .

Py

y 82 MISSIONARY

REGISTER. June

ot

ter o tiroe that preaching thres sermons was
Je3 L2 Lisstro.gth. These circumstances,
! wo Lelieve, with others, weighed on his
mind to induce him to respond to the calls
for additional ministerial labor on this side
tho Atlantic,* He accordingly arrived here
in the spring of 1818, and was shortly af-
ter fnducted as celleague and successor. to
the Rev. James Muarce of Antigonishe,
whesgo last appearance in the pulpit was at
his suceessor’s induction, sud who only sur-
vived a short time.

At, the time of Mr Trotier’s inductios, the
congregation of Antigonish was wesk, hav-
ing only fiflecr communicants. Like most
of the eongiogations of our church original-
1y, it was ¢omposed of very heterogeneous
ra‘erial, some of the original settlers being
disbanded aulliers, and the rest mostly from
i the United States, few, if any, being propor-
i 1y acquainted with Presbyterian princi-
'ples.  Aswes too common, o large subscrip-

tion was made for his support, when persons

of all denominations, and perhaps we shoul?
i 2dd of all characters, appended their names,
: but which, when the time of payment came,
proved sadly deficient. He informed us that
sfter the first year it never yiclded the one
belfof what it bore upon its face, and this
with all manner of irregularity. Under these
circumstances, he was necessitated, like
mauny of our older ministers, to resore tv
sccular employmert for his support. Pro-
vidence blessed him in this respect, and not
being pressed in his worldly circamstances,
he did not press his people, so that the sub-
gaription gradually fell away, and we regret
to say that for some time the support which
he reccived from his congregation was but

*3inco writing the above » fact has been
mentioned in conneaion with his leaving
which wo. beliova well authenticated, which is
ipterecting. At that time there was besides
the Burgher congragution ap Antiburgher
congregaiion, alau we..k, and under the pasto-
ral charge of Ds Ca:mys, aftorwsrds of Bulfast.
In cunsequence of the union formed in this
Province, s movement began in favor of it in
Ssntland, and at ils summencement it was pro-
posed to unite the two congrogations, and it
w728 thought this might ho best accomplished
%2 boths ministors retiring, which was done.

luntil the 20th of April last, when hefeld

nominal. This system is one which by
withdrawing o minister’s time from the du.
ties of his officy, mustialways tend to the,
injury of & congregation, But in his csse:
it was originally a necessity. We will not;
say whether he might not bave followed it ;
too fa- —whether he did right in allowing."
his congregation to relinquish their exer|
tions altogether—whether he should not!f
have tpught the people their duty, aud ;
leaned more upon them, snd devoted him.j
self more unreservedly to the dutics of liz
office. These points have already cnnsdl"'
some disagreeablo discussion, We hm;{ .
reason, however, to believe that he bccamef}
persuaded that in pompe measure he had ben "
in error in the course he had pursued. ]
Besides Antigonish and Cape Geovge, b B8
for & number of years supplied both Gup.{
borough and Lochaber. . His own-congrezs.! B
tion gradually increased, so that it isnox|
juite capable of giving an adeguate sappi. I
to » minister. During the greater partef| I
his life he enjoyed robust health, but for)§
some time, fecling the infirmity of inceas.i 8
ing years, he was extremely anxious tolure’
a brothor associated with him in the posto.| 8
ral charge of the congregation. A paralyti
stroke while on his way to attend the mee. ! 8
ing of Synod of 1851, laid him asidefors
short time from public labor; but hewu!}
soon enabled partially to resume his publi:;
empleyments, and continued to preach one;
every Sabbath, until the induction of N
Honeymar, as his colleague and succeszor, ) S
in Nov., 1853. The following wister 1
was cnabled, 1n eompany with Mr Hooe- ' 38
mon, toaccomplish the pastoral visitatk
of the congregatiou, and preached oceasion-’
ally all the autumn of Iast year. From th3;
time he gradually sank, with little oth

complaint than au exhausted constituti
and in the full possession of his fucultiey

avleep in Jesus, aged 78 years. j

e Trotter was o man anquestionably !N
arent mental power. But fow men of grok /SN
er tolent have nppeared in our Church. TS
can recollect in attending the meeting'{RIE
of Synod as a spectator a fow years ago,
impression made upon our mind of t
periority of him and Dr McCulloch in me:

tal endowments. It is $o be rogretted thal AN
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