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Prof. Lawson, af Dalhiousie Cotiege, in
,whichi lie siggests a1 ulonlt as to thè dIca-
dorizing power afIl dry earth " upoîi i-
miil aud %,egetibln matter ia a state of
decompositioui. T'le iofessor appeals ta
certain cniinent nanes l'or tuo allirinative
sido of the qtiestian-Liebig, Vocoleker,
and otliers, eîudlorsedl by experiints ne-
cotunted concluîsive bath ini .Eugl:uîd aîud
India, but whctlier hli inself couisiders
these g-roîunds conucluisive, I sluouild like ta
know. 1 ant the mare carnest about this
niatter, Sir, becauuse 1 think dluit, iii ail
enquiries toucluing a subject af such vital
moment ta socicty aîud filo îîuerests of ail
ilygiîme, no opinions shouid ho privately
îvitiheid îuîder .1 bushel timat Cali ui-
ligliten the public mind, and lay a lastirug
foundation for tic receptian aof a imnomen-
touts trutu. It îvoutd ]lave been just as
iveli thon for tlie Iroiessor ta have ob-
serveul, thuat the experienlc af ail ages,
front Moses in the patriarcla tinte dawn
ta tue present day, lias twer shmowuu as in-
stincetive a kiawiclge ai the deodoriziug
properties of eartiî ta rcniave aIt pitre-
scent offeusivcriess iiy buriti, ais a kindrcd
instinct ias taiiglit alike thiat wvater
qucenclles thirst.

Iii the tater ages, wlîcn lcinistry bas
supplatîted alctîeîy, aîd scicutific eiiquiry
and progress ]lave etevated reasou abave
tlîo glimlmer ai inistinct, tlîe questionls are
rua longer ail "labstract aîid imystery - as

.tlîey once ivere. This ouue pastulate iii
science, tîrat Il niisture " is esseritial ta
Ifermntationi " settles the w'lole uatter.

Tiiere caui bc uîo Il flrnieîutatioîu " ivitlî-
ouit Il maisture ;" anuu as Il plutreffictiom"
is a pracess of fermeuitntion, ivitliout fer-
mentation tiiere can bc îio putefactiouu.
Conseqliently wituoîut umiisture tîmere eaui
ho no pîître:îctiou. Dry eartlî tiien,-
and the dryer tlic mare absorbeît,-ar-
rests l)itrefuctioii by tlic witliîdraw:ul ai
moistuire 1 Conscqtiemtly rua animal and
vegetabla matter eaui pass into a statu af
putrelaction, cnveloped iii dry earth. It
is the property peetuliar ta Clay, for in-
stance-iLs estonishing tcnacity af water
tîmat gives us time Pyrometer ta test ex-
,ilted temp)er.itiire. As Providence, tlere-
fore, lias; given us water-a niversal aînd
pricelcss beverage-to quemucli aur tluirst.
sa with an cquaily provident amnd benigui
purpose, ta preserve us fron iuniversal
contagion, it lias givea ils cartm ta enclose
aur dcad, and tic stitl deiier elements
ai puttrefaictive deatm. Tiiereiore, lly ail
means, spread. it far aîîd ide, tlic filet ai
the inestimable vailue ai kilnt-d(ried cartis
for ail purposes ai aulti-t)utrescent arrang-
monts. N'atliuîg Caîuld possiluly 1)0 80
conducive to the hcalthuiîess ai the city
as a decided advance lu this direction;
and if some eliterprising publie individual
would only take the matter tmp, and con.
tract with tlîe city ta reinove ail metra-
politan offal, by tuie proccss iii question,
hoe should be permittcd ait once to do so,

and evern' faeli.vrdily rne Iirni by
the autîxorities, *Itckcdl iioreover by a
libera! sulisidy'. 1 wouid ndd, the coin-
initi' should fuel tlietuscves hlighly ilu-
debted to Mr. Young for initdating titis
siIIject in tlic way lielias choscii.

Tis~ is a n1atter iich, we (ioubt flot,
iii the lIands of men like Nsi elrt
I)Ici1locli, Jenniungs anîd ather.s, Nwith
flicir fiîîaîci:îl skili, %vould spccdily coin-
mnîrd the nîost unîexceptioa:l arrange-
nment, if thev slîanld tlîink proper ta taîke
it nip. As ta Aid. Nasltiieii I think
of this inîîn, ~I'ho stcpped au1 life's arenla
but yestcrday, wvith îîathing buit his un1-
tiriîlg cnergyý for ]lis fortuniie-wh-lo liaîs
raised ni) iithîîî a few years. yoiu may
Say, liall a City of w:dled structure arolund
luir, ail luis ownvi !-1 invariably revert ta
Biuriis-us iuieihbe eigramt 4 tlic
unauî's flie nman for l' that." Yes t and if
1 mistakie nlot, it will umot lue long wheiî
these convictions are again exemlplified
in a uîew City Ili-Mr. Nash's portege
-%wliichl lie wviIl erect witout los$ ta tlic
City-iot oul1Y withlîoît expenlse, caMpa-
ratively trilling, but with the more coin-
pensating gainî of architectural beauty
and accommîodation, ail a city"s piride t
A city teo,just about startitig, ve believe,
into Elnropean dimensions ; but what in
the nlaine of cities, and ail flic Eliochts,
cin architecture do withont the gcnuis of
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DEATI-I 0F AN IMPORTED RAM.

.Néiv Annan, an. 16, 1867.
I arn sorry ta inlarm youiflint the ramt

purelîased hy aur saeiety -at lZiehmoud is
dead. Cause iot kîuovn ; soite say lie
ivas fed too nucli an aats. HIe was a
noble animal, andl gave gencral satisijie-
tion. MJost of tlic members took the lise
of luim, s0 1 thinlc we ivili ]lave a good
sprinkfing af luis Stock.

W. C[tEIGIXTO.

REVlLY TO ,PROGRSS" ON TIIE
DRY lEARTII CLOSET SYSTEM.

lnaftic note ippe,îded ta Mr. Yau-so's
comimunieation last mionth, I tluouglit thiere
ivas no roomlcft for donut as to rny opinion.
I repeat flic following extracts front that note.
whiclî xvill bc seeni ta forai a direct repiy ta
tic question put by Il Pýogress":

Il Furtimer consideration and experirnent
IIAVF 51IFN MOST CO.SCLXISIVrLY tlmat
cartdu, if dry, is a uuost effectuai deodcurizer."

' The experirnentsand practical operatious
th.at have been carricil out lîy a larLRo niun-
ber of pesons in England and India-private
g.-ntlcrnen auîd publie oflicials, LEAVE X~0

ItûûM1 TO flOUBT thiat odours enuanating front
argante inatter nmay be ')MPLE.TELY- Teînov-
cd or absorbed by envcloping sucli tatter in
dry eartb."

Il A dry vloset qyste vou il afibrilftic
nucns af elos' EFETUZ i.V rvservilig
aur streels4 and, ilwellings fraont bail odoîr.
'f'lic %taîeroi*tlîclaîbîr l be kept pure,
tiiere woluld lie no0 li id '4Iiîîie leilt oi (lie
shore by tlii' reedinu" ?ide, ani laistl1 Il.slifax
Nvouiltl VP;auQ to mscumile Edituburgli un luaving
a Il Foui ilurti" runiuiîu- tluroul-l its stibtirtus.'

A IlOT CHIRISTMAS.

'ro nortmern minds IlChristmas Eve"
suggerts ecar frasty wcathcr, %vith coid,
winds without and a hright blazing fire
witlii. lt titisnfotso ailte woridover.
In a Icuter which we hiave front R. C.
Stapley, Esq-.dated N csteJnuia
ChriistmmtA Eye, 1806," lie observes:-
IWJile voii are no dout.) frcezing, it is

lînusiially hoat witlî us, eveiî for tlîc place,
aîid ive are obliged ta 1<eep out aof tlic
suit, aîs it i8 very powveruul." To w'hich
wce nia), reply, tlîat the brailing licats ani
glairing sulîis of Chîristmas timue (Io îlot
cause lis nmucli inconiveiîiencc iii these
nortlîcrn regiamis.

Rfeports of Aurf. Socicties.

IIARIDWrOODLAM)'% AGRICULTrU-
RAL SOCIETY.

EIRST A\NNVXI. 11iîIiT-IMROVEMiENT

0F CATTLE-MONTIILY DISCUSSICNS.

The oillicers and members of tie lard-
woodland AgiutrlSociety, tlmankful
for tîxe assistance reiidered by Goveru-
ment, througi tlie kind ugency of tic
Central Board af Agriculture, have mucli
pleasure inin aking this tlîeir first repart
af the Society. Aîîul althougli WC have
nlot mucîx mnpid *progress ta report for
tic first vear, it is ta lue lîaped wc have
laid a gaad, solid foidation for imprave-
ment in agriculturat pl-agress, 1-Iîîch
time anud perseverance onily eau )47111g ta
perfectioni. As itwa.s inaîitmos),agreedl
that wc shoild use aur furst eflborts in the
iml)rovernent of cattle a(. shieep, aur
Society directed the mainagers to pur-
chase two hiuls, of the nîost improved
breeds; they accordiîugly purchiiscd one,
a very fine tliorotig«h-bred Durhatn; and
as thiey could not ob!niii allater Sa good.
tlîey %vere uîuler flie ncessity af purecha-
.sin- anc of a-worse description, altliougli
a very good animal. It was also agr-ed
flmnt eceh, iniemer simoulul reeeivt the
service af anc cov front ench bull frec,
anmd it is confidemtly expccteil that such
service ivili dissenunate a considerabie

mprovement in tle stock of this Icality,
as they WilI ail be preservedl for keepimg-
stock. Our Society fartier iigreed timat
aur thoroughi bred hit should bie kept
for ne-xt summer's use, and the worst
sold, which iras accardingiy done, as wilt
bo seen in aur rcipts. Weé regret to
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