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It is the first of these qualifica.ions that I would like ta dwvell upon for a
few moments, inasmuchi as the others should be deemed of minor importance.
A minister of the Gospel should have a message ta proclairu every time hie
appears before his congregation. If he hias nothing ta say it will matter very
little howv well he can get iL off. Nowv there are flot a feiv students 'vho often
wvoider how in the world they are ta preach two sermons a week for years
after they have ended their college days and settled down ta their life ivork.
This feeling is intensified when those who have been engaged iii the active
-work of their profession for a considerable tirne frankly confess the difficulty
experienced by themn in collecting neiv material for discourses Sunday after
Sunday. Suchi a confession, I arn told, %vas made about a year ago by an
acqtiaintance of mine. He had been preaching ten years in the one pulpit
and at last found it impossible ta give the people anything more than wvhat
had been already delivered. Hie honestly declared that hie had preached
ail tliat is ini the Bible in that time, and soughit ta, be removed ta some other
field of labor. One feels almost dispased ta believe that the expression
"IAil that .1 know about the Bible " should be substituted for "lail that is in
the Bible." WVho can wonder, then,that many students do becoine prematurely
alarmed ? It is ta encourage those who may be pern-itting such unpleasant
thoughlts ta harass them that I turn aside for a moment from regular stud-es
ta write these lines, in the hope that sanie iviI1 be able ta, ease their minds
about the matter.

To me it seenis that the solution of the difficulty is iiot far ta seek, and it
is this: ta have a thorough knowledge of the Word of God. Among ail the
books with which an Arts student is obliged ta, make himself acquainted, none
ivili ever prove as valuable ta hini after college life lias ceased as the Book
of books. Is there a mian, who lias liad years of experience in the active
i'ork of the Ministry, ivho ivill flot support this assertion? Vie do not
deny of course thaz text books on Natural Science, Philosophy, Literature
and Classics are worth a good deal of study, for a knowledge of these wilI
dotibtless be a great assistance ta those w~ho desire ta understand the Word
more clearly. But when, by means of these, the truth lias been more dis-
tinctly revealed, hunian knowledge can Iead us no0 further. We must lay
it aside and listen ta the sacred voices that came ta aur ears froni anather
worid. Famniliarity with the contents of the Bible is doubtless the secret of ~
the pulpit success of the past, af the present, and must continue ta, be s0 ta
the end of tume. And why? Because the Bible is prirnarily designed ta
reach and rescue men frani the power and guilt of sin and its dire conse-
quences, and ta build theni up in Christ Jesus. It is God's truth, and it
alone, which is calculated ta praduce this effect. It is the Word of God that .

is Ilquick and powerfül, and sharper than any twvo-edged sword, piercing even
ta the dividing asunder of soul and spiiit, and of the joints and marraw, and


