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Our suhjcct to-day is a very sad one. t brings before us
the very unwelcoine thouglit that nuinbers of our fellowv beirigs
are so closely allicd to the ordixiary dangerous aninial, as to
m-ake it neccssary to shuf; thein up, and otherwise punisli them
iii order to keep themn froin injuringr their fellows. 1{owever
the facts are even so, and whien suchi is the case, there is no use
in shlutting our eves to the dangrer, and imagining that it does
not exist. The sane reasonable thing- for us to do is to look
the facts elcaxx1y in the face, and discover, if possible, the best
ineans and niethiods of dealing withL this class of people that
we cail criinial. The first question that we must asic our-
selves is, 'what is a crixninal ? The answer griven by Pollock,

th retwitro jurisprudence, is as follows: «A. criminal
is a person coinmitting an act iii violation of a public law,
eitiier foi-bidding or coxnmnandine iVL."\Now granted that we
have individuals who thius break the law of the land, the en-
quiry that, we miust, seek to aniswcr is, -what should the, St.ate
do with sucli persons? Soxnethinc inust bc donc wvith themn.
They cannot be allowcd, togo unpunishcerl, and with imipunity
set the ]aws of thc land at defiance, and likec vultures prey
upon society at large. How sh-.11 wvc pnnishi Mihe? I{ow
should wc as a Chiristian State treat sucli characters ? Tiiese
arc the questions that confront us at the begrinningç of the
discussion. Trhey arc more easily asked tlian ariswered. If
they arc to be replied to sati!sfactorily,,v ivn ust iii the lirst
place considci; what arc the aims and ends of punishnient.
Thiere arc soiuie w'ho iniagine tlizjt p'uiiishunienit should bu larg,çe-
ly cxpiatory. The day w'as wl'icn punishuient of the individ-
ual by the State w'as looked upon as a sort of act of vengeance.
I rcad an article the other day iii which the writer argues with
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