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at the timne a8 to the inhierent evil of matter, probably had not a
littie to do Nvith this developînent. But in any Case, the ex-
ample of a few hierinits in the Egy ptian desert rapidly spread.
and irnduced many thousatids to adopt the life of complete
self-abnegration, almost to the limit of human endurance for
the good of their souls. 'At a later tiine, thiese grouped thein-
selves into religious orders under fixed rules for the hetter
systeniatization of their self -denials. One must certainly re-
spect the aimts of many 'vho gave themselves to this hernuit
and monastie life. One would fain hope tliat they found at
least some part of thieir desires for greater hioliness realized.
But the wvhole historv of the inonastic inovement, after ailow-
ing for all that cati be said in its favor, shows that it L as and
is based upon a inisconception. The highest type of Christian
character is not, to be gained that w'ay, and the experiment
lias taughit the Church, or at lcast sorne portion of it, the ele-
niientary trutli that no one needs to impose any fictitious liard-
ships on himself in order to live a life of seif-denial. The
fundamental obligations of fidelity, honesty, and love to one's
kind will furnishi ail the occasions for self-sacrifice needful for
the developnient of righlt character, and more wliolesoine oc-
casions than those imposed by any rule. The crudest of ail
types of character is that which is built up according, to arbi-
trary rules. PFar nobler and wvorthier is, that wvhich. constantly
brings the intellige nce into play to direct the application of a
grenerai principle to the varied exigencies of daily life. If it
allows greater possibility of mraking mistakes, it at the same
time affords better opportunities of correcting thilem and of
learniing useful lessons front the uinfortunate experiences of
the past. But it probably needed the hiistory of mnonasticism
to niakze tlhat clear to the Church.

WaIk- before God, aiid perfect be;
Care not for humaii eyesi

Whichi but the, outward sec;
To hieavens standard risc.
,not afraid to let thy wa,.ys-
Eachi thoîight, each word, ecdi deed-

Be tested by the searchi rays
Whicil from Ris throne proceed.


