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SPEC'IAL feature of the sheep
industry whivh hao been devel-

oped to a great extet îluring the past
few years, is the fitting of sheep fo>r
thc fail fairs. Althoug i t is pursued
by comparativcly ft v of the many
tlock masters, yet it is of vital import-
ance to the shcep business auid 1 will
endcavour tu outljne briefly thc essen-
tial points for succcssful fitting. This
p.!lase of the sheep industry is often
regarded as supertluous andi unneces-
sai y but that impression is erroneotis.
Exhibitions have always becn instru-
mental in the great improven.ent which
has taken place ini different crasses of
sheep, and they have also placed before
te eye of the public those- breeds

whose merits have made them popular.
A good feeder or shepherd is not

lIeveIoped in a day; nor may he glean
lis knowledge from books and make a

;Ucccss at the first attempt, witbout
Îrst having some practical knowledge
f his work. A sliepherd must take
leasure in his work, have an alert

eye and a keen mind which will always
tell him what the sheep require--sonie.
titres a change of feed, more exercise,
or a different system of feeding. He
must, at ail times, feed judiciously,
cultivate the habit of observing the
likes, and dislikes of his flock, and neyer
become disheartened by obstacles which
are placed in his way on the road to
succesa. The young shepherd will aI-
ways glean much fromt contact with
I;ime-worn veterans whose lives have

kn spent with their sheep and who
jways exhibit creditable stock.

Tht cart of t hu tlock lw-gins ilot a
nmonth before t he show, 1)11t dIuring
the fal I of the uîrevious year. 0f coi. rt-
in the case oif lambs (with a hidi I
will deal liter), this will not appi v. as
they are uiot dropped till Felîruary or
March. The goodI breeder and tinler
picks out the pronîîsing indtivi(luals
and refuses ail lîids on thcmn from piros-
pective lîuyers, as he ii %vell awarv
that to win he must fit the best, and
te lîroduce prize winners, he inutst keet,
goodi foundation stock. These selected
individuals (Io not receive anv extra
care dur' g the winter, but are shorti
sometime between Christnmas andI the
end of March, depending upon thr
arnounit <of fleece which they arc te
carry w!icn exhibited. Sontie breeder,
dIo not shear tlieir sheep entirely, but
merely *'cut themn down heavilv or
stulille shear' with hand shears. "Tht-
object in view in doing this is te havte
the sheep carry a very heavy fleece
when shown, lut this practice is nui
te be recommended, as great care must
lie exerciffed with the sheep te keep) dt
fleece clean, and also durîng the huot
weather of summer the sheep will
suifer intensely and will feed poîîrlv.
After shearing, during the col<l wea-
ther, the sheep nmust be coîîfined ini
warmn dry quartera free fromt daughts,
and in which there is no possible chance
of their receiving a chilI. An aninmal
which receives a chili will often lue
SUbjeet to an attack of rheumatisni
fromt which it sometimes neyer com-
pletely recovers. They will now require
a ration of heating food such as a few


