PLEASANT HOURS,.

— e

*THE LOST CHORD,”
s.l-‘.‘\'ﬂ‘lh onc day at the organ,

1 wan weary and ill at case.
At my fingers wander'd idly
Over tho nosy keys ;

I know nnt what I was plaving,
Or whet 1 wandreaming then,

Bu' I «truck one chord of musie,
[ako the sound of a groat Amen.

1t flanded the crimeon-t #i ight,
laku tho close of an Augel's Psalm,
Aund 1t lay on my fever'd «pirit,
With a touch of ntinite calin,

[t quieted pain and sorrote,
Lako lave overcoming steile ;

[t ssomed tho harnwfijous echo
From our discordant life.

It link'd all perpl-xed meanings,
Iuto ono perfect peace,

And trembled away i siler co,
Asaf it wers loth (o ceaso :

I bave sought, hut [ seek it vaiuly,
That ono lest chord dicine

Which camne from tho soul of the organ,
And outer'd juto mine.

It niay bo that death’s bright angel,
Will - peas in that chord again ;
It may bathat only in heav'n
{ shall hear that grand Amen.

DARE TO DO RIGHT.

GROUP of boys stood on the
walk before ¢ fine drug store,
pelting one another with snow
balls.  In anunlucky moment

the youngest sent a ball spinning
through the frosty air against the
druggist's window  The crush terrified
them all, but none of them 8o much as
the little fellow who stood pale and
trewbitng with startled eyes, looking
at tho vr.schief be had done. Won't
old Kendrir <« be mad? Run, Ned ! we
won't teh. Run quick !” “T can’t he
gaspod.  “ Run I tell you, he's coming,
cownrd ! why don’t you run? I guess
he wouldn't catch me 1" ¢ How stupid,
he'll be caught ! Not epunk enough to
rua away |l Woell, done all T can for
him,"” muttered the hoy.

The door opened and an angry face
appeared. ¢ Who did this?” came in
fiercy tones from the owner’s lips.
“ Who did this I say” he shouted.
No one nanawered. ‘The trombling,
shrinking boy drew near. The deli-
catelooking culprit faced the angry
man, azd in tones of truth replied, “I
did it, sir.,”  “ Aud you dure tell me of
it 7" ho said, as he caught Ned by the
collar, “I dare not deny it sir, I
dare not tell u he.” The veply was
unexpecter  The stern man paused,
he saw the pale cheeks, the fright-
ened eyes; witain the soul of truth
shone, and his heart was touched.
“ Come here, sir,” he comunanded.
“« What i3 your name*” ¢ Edwmd
Howe, sir. Oh what can I do to pay
youl! I'll do anything”—his eyes
filled with tears—*ouly don't make
my mother pay for it, sir?” « Will
you shovel my walk when the next
snuw tallsi” Ned's face was radiant as
he answered —* All winter, sir, I'll do
it every time it snows.” * All right,
see that you are on hand immediately
eitor tho next snow.” “ Thank you,
sir, I wi.: be on hand for certain.”

Ouo wnorniug about a week after
this, when Ned awoke, he found the
ground covered with a deep snow.
Hastil; dressing himself, and without
waiting for his breakfast, he hurried
off to the drug store. Mr, Kendrick,
se+ ing him coming, went to the door to
vt him xaying - ¢ Well, Ned, I seo
L yout buve nopt your promise.” « Yes

sir, I always try todo that.,” “Well "
suid ho < I am just in neod of a trusty
bov ir. the store, I guesa I will not ask
you to shovel the snow ; but will give
you constant emplnyment in the store
if you ure wilhng to stay.” Years
havo rolled by, and Nod has become »
partner in this store.  And in all
theso years he has found it pays to “do
right.”
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READY BEFOREHAND.

0 HAT are you doing now?
1 never naw u girl that
wng 80 always finding

something to do!”

“I'm only going to sew a button on
my glove.”

“Why, you're not going out, are
you?”

“Oh! no. I onlylike to get things
rendy beforehand, that's all.”

And this little thing. that had been
persisted in by Grace Hummond until
it had becomo a tixed habit, saved her
more trouble than she herself ever had
any idea of ; more time, too. In fact,
it was of almost inestimmble value to
her. Ready beforehand—try it. As
aurely ag you do faithfully, you will
nover rollnquish it for the slip-shod,
time-enough-when-it's wanted way of
doing.

LESSON NOTES.

SECOND QUARTER.

STUDIES IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES,
A. D. 37.) LESSUN L. Apnl L.
KIMON THE 80RCERER
Acts 8. 14-26. Comwit to memory vs. £0.28.

GOLDRN TRXT.

Thy heart 18 not right in the sight of God.
Acts 8. 21.
OUTLINE.

1. The Spirit Received. v, 14.17,
2. The Sorcerer Rebuked. v. 18.25.

Time.—A. D 37, a fow months after the
death of Stephen.

Pracz.—The city of Samaris, in central
Palestine.

ExpLANATIONS, —Now 1chen — This was
after Philip had been preaching at Samaria
The apostles — They stayed at Jerusalem
when tho rest of the Church was scattered
during Saul's persecution.  Heard (that
Samarit—The people of Samaria were not
Jews, but were especially hated by the
Jows. Reccived ths word—The news of the
Gospel. They sent—Peter and John went
to represent the apostles sud Charch.
Come de. Wards used bLecause Sa uaria
stood on ground po¢ 1o high as Jorusalem
Reccive the Holy Ghost—The same power
which had come upon the diciples on the
day of Pootecost e wwas fullen apon none
—The Holy Spirit, a person in the God-
head. HBaptizet—They had been baptized an
betiovers 1n Jesus. Simon—The sorcerer,
one who claimed to have a power from God
to do miraclea and know the futare, but
was a Jeceiver. He hal professed to
believe in Jesus, aud had been received into
the Church. Ofered theis moncy — Ho
thought that they were sorcerers, hike hum.
sellf, only poszessing greater power. Gire
e . .. this power—Ho wanted to be an
apost'o lumself, in having power. Thy
money perish with thee—Neaning that Loth
Sumon and his money were doomed to.des.
truction. The git of God—QGosd gioes, but
does not soll.  ANewher part nor lot—Not 1m
heart ono of God’s people ; not fit to re-
ceive the Holy Ghost. Repent—Turn from
sn, as well a3 be sorry forit.  If perhaps—
tf not too far gonein sin to repent. Ualdof
butterness—In a state of s1n as bitter as gall
itsell. Bond of iniquily — Fastened by
wickedness as a chain, Pray ye for me—
Je did not speak of praying for himself.
Testified— Borne witness to Jesus by preach-
ing his word.

Tracuixes or ToE Lzssox.
Whero does this lessou teach—
1. That ono may be baptired withont

being converted ¢

2. That God only can forgive sin?
3. That forgivencas can be obtained only
by ropontance and prayoer !
Tur Lrssox Carecuisu,

1. Where was tho (ospel p'anted by
Pinlip? In Samaria. 2. What followed
the laying of the avostles’ liands on thoso
who had been converted? The gift of the
Holy Ghost. 3. How did Simon the
anrceror seck to obtawn this power?! By
boving it. 4. What dul Peter asy to him?
*‘Thy money persh with thee.”” 5 What
did Petor urge bim to do? To repent and
seek forgiveness.

DocritixaL Sveostion.—The uvil heart.

Caticuisd QUESTION.

16. What honour was dono to Christ at
his Laptism ?

Christ was honou'cd at his baptism by
the Spirit of God, like n dove, descending
upon him; and by a voice coming from
beaven saying, ** This s my beloved son, in
whom I am well p'eased.”

A.D. 37.] LESSON II. {April 8.
PHILIP AND THE RTHIOPIAN.
Acls 8. 26-40. Commit to memory verses 35-38.

Goubex TexT.

And ho went on his way rejoicing. Acts
8. 89.
OvuTLINE
1. Reading. v. 26-33.
2. Receiving. v, 34 33.
3. Rejoieing. v. 39, 40.

Tive.—A. D. 37, immediately after the
oveats of the last lesson.

Prack—The desert south.west of Palos.
tino.

EXPLANATIONS, — The angel—A divine
mossonger. A rise—Eron Samana, where he
then was. Unto the way—The descrt.road
from Jerusalem south-west, Arote and
went—Oboying the commmand, atrange as 1t
scemed. An cunuch — An officer 1n the
crurt of Orienta)l kings. (ome to Jerus-
alem—Though a foreigner, ho worshipped
God. ZTo worship—He was going home
after a _ourn:y of twelve hundred miles.
Read Esaias—The prophet Isaish. The Spirit
said— By a divtne (mpulse within hix mind.
Join thyself—Keop close to it. Philip ran—
Showing readiness to obey God’s voice,
Understandest thon—He was reading aloud,
and Philip saw thas ho was perplexed.
I{ow can I—Boing a foroiguer and not s
Jew. Desired Piilip—Ho saw that Philip
was iatelligent, The place of the Scripture
~-This was Isa. §63. As a sheep—So was
Jesus led to death. Judgment was laken
atay—That i8, nn jusice was given him,
Declare his yeneration—Tell the sto-y of his
I'fo since it was cut shors. Of whom speak-
cth— 1t his referred to Jesus Christ. Preached
unto him Jesus—Showed that this was ahout
Jesus. A4 certainwater—A spring or stream,
Baptized—Pmlip had told him that believers
mn Jesus were baptized mn his name.
Believest cith . . . heort—~Tros belief is rest.
tng the heart on Jesus as the Saviour.
Jesus . .. Son of God—No one can truly
beliove thir without trustinz in Jesus as his
Saviour. JBaptized him—Thas making him
a member of Chnist's Charch. Cauyhkt away
Philip—He left anddenly, by a divine im-
pulse, or by being taken away bodily. He
went on his way—The Etbiopiau rejoiced,
because he had found Jesus, Lassing
through— All tho cities on the sea.coast, as
thoss of Joppa and Lydda.

TRACHINGS OF THE LX830X.
Wher~ does this lesson show—

1. An example of obedience to God?

2. The benefits of stadying the Scrip-
tures ?

3. The way to bo saved

TRE LessoN CATECHISM. .

1. Whom did Philip meet in the Desert ?
An Ethiopian nobleman, 2. What was the
Kthiopian doing when Philip met him?
Reading the Scriptures. 8 What did
Philip say to bim? ¢ Understandest thon
what thou readest?’ 4. What did he ask
Philip to do? To show him the meaning,
5 “&n did Philip then do? He preached
Jesus to him. 6. How did the Ethiopian
recrivo Philip’s preaching? He belioved in
Jesus.

Docrrivar SvaczstioN.—Christ tho fal.
fillment of prophecy.

Cateonisu QUESTION.

16. What became of Christ immodiately
after his baptism ?

Christ, immediately after his baptism.
waa forty daya in the wilderness, whore he
endured the temptations of the devil, and

overcams the tompter.

STANDARD LIBRARY.

Previous numbers of this Library, were
known by tho namo Btandard Sories. A
list of these 79 books can bo had on appli-
cation. It is proposed to isauc 26 books in
tho ycar, or one every fortnight. The
scries commencos with

No. 1. OLIVER CROMWELL. His Life,
Times, Battle-fiolds and Contcmporaries.
By Patton Hood. 12mo. size—286 pages,
bound it heavy paper, and lettoced on
back. Prico 25 cents.

No. 2. SCIENCE IN SHORT CHNAP-
TERS. By W. Mattieu Willams, F.R.5.,
F.GC. 8.

‘This author's articles are oagerly sought
for by tha best hterary {m ers and ms,a-
zes in Great Britian, ~He 1s n leading and
independent thinker, and often crosaes
swords with the most renowned scientists
of the day. Price 25 cents,

No. 3. AMERICAN HUMOURISTS.
H. R. Haweis. .
This nuthor presents in fino setting the

wit and wisdomn of Washington Irving,

Oliver W. Holmes, Jas. R. Lowell, Artemus

Ward, Mark Twain, asd Bret Harte, and be

does it Con®Amore. Price 15 cents,

No. 4. LIVES OF ILLUSTRIOUS SHOE-
MAKERS. By Mr. Edward Wioks.
This is a most interesting book, written in

a very popular style. r. Winks has

written what everybody will love to read.

Tho Nhoemakers of England have always

been remarkable for two things: fi st, they

have always beoa in advance of other trades-
people in their love for religious and political
treedom, in all movemoots in Eugland for
progress they have stood together as ove
map. The shoemakers of Engtand bave elso
beon remarkable for their inteclligenco,
bumor, love of honesty, and their hatred of
all affcctations and shams. From their
ranks have sprung, moro than from any other
class of trades.people, men of great power
and ivfluence. The great Wesloyan de-
nomination, owes moro' to the cobblors of
Englaud, thau to any other class. Mr,
Winks telis some excitiag stories of some of

By

LONE LAND LIGHTS.

REV. J. McLEAN,

Slissionary to Fort Mcleod, Rocky Mountains.
12mo, Cloth, 30 cents.

The profita of this small, but very inter-
esting book, go toward erecting mission
premiums among the Btood Indians. Help
this worthy object by buving a copy,
mailed post free on receipt of price,

CAYON FARRAR'S NEW WORK.

“The Ealy Days of Christanity”

BY
F. W.FARRAR, D.D,, F.R. S.

Author of *“ Life of Christ,” *‘Life and
Workof St Paul,” &c., &¢.

Author's complete and Unabridged
Edition, printed from the imported plates.
issned in one volume, with the Notes,
Agpendlx, Index; &o, same as tho high
priced edition.

Paper, 40 cts. net. Postpaid, 456 cts.
Cloth, 758¢c. net. Postpaid, 8lo.

sThe glowing and rapid style for which
Canon Farrar bas bLeen so much sdmired
carries tho reador easily through the diffi-
culties of textual criticiam, and nothing in
the work is moro romarkablo than the happy
combination of minute scholarship with tfxe
gracos of a litorary method, and at times
tho rhotorical fervor of an advocate.””—Netwo
York Tridune.

“No onc can read the book without
interest and profit."—The Critic.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Bt. Raat, Toronto, Ozt,

Or, C. W. Coatrs, Mountreal, Qne.,
8. P. Huzstis, Halifax, N. 8,




