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thoraughily Irish, so for imii a change wvas
soon to corne. He w~as even chosen as
an opponent to O'Connell in a great de-
bate on Repeal in the Dublin Corpor4tion,
IS44 H-is opposition to O'Connell, how-
ever, w"as remarkable as being free fromi
ail that bitterness and bigotry so common
to the great I iberator's ol)loneints in tiiose
limes. 1\r. I3utt "'as one of the miost
successful lavyers in Ireland in bis day.
'l'hie Fenian j)riSOners soughî bhis Ipoerfuil
aid.' His noble heart could not refuse
themi. For four years lie was en-agcd in
their defence, and came out at last a
thorougli friend of the pt'ople'-ý cause.
With the faîl of the Irish Churcli lie de-
cided to use bis spiendid talents in cii-
deavouring to bring ab)out a union of aIl
classes and creeds of Irish people, and a
final setulement of theïr difficulties wvith
E ngland. Home Rule was bis plani.

]3utt's Homne Rule movemient differed
froi 'l Repeal " iii sorne imîportant re-
spects. lu the old Darliamient of Ireland,
il will be reniembered, therc w~as no re-
sponsible ministry. A cabinet could not
be renioved by a vote of '-' want of confi-
dence." 'Fhe new Home Rule plan pro-
vided for the establishment at Dublin,
nol only of a national parliamnent,but also of
a responsibie administration, which was
to have control over ail that related îo
purely Irish affairs.

This first greal meeting could not, how-
ever, be said to be a real national affair.
The sanction of the 1 rish people, as a
nation, %vas yet wanting. In the (ail Of '7 -,
a great national con~férence wvas hield to
consideï the newv organization's plaîformi,
and after some debating and explaining,
the whole l)olicy of Homne Rule was
unanimously accepted. 'lhle Irish repre-
sentatives %vere 'now to take an inid,-
pendent stand in l)arlianient. and wci*e to
fighît unceasingly for I rish reformis, but
above ail for home Rule. H-ome Rule,
like every other newv political schemne, had
ils enemnies. T'he two great politiral par-
ties of England dreaded it, and deter-
mined to fight it to the end. Even in
Irceand a large number of Catholics,
owi'ng 10 the fact of ils having rcceived
the ready app>robation' of so many Pro-
testants, %vert- incincid to regard it with
mistrust. 'lhey secmied to think that it
Was sinipiy a scheme of Orangemien to

revenge on the Liberals the loss sustained
b>? the EJ)isco1)al Church. Orangemen,
on the other hand, sav' in the new~ move-
ment, a sulitle attcmpt of jesuits to take
hold of Irelanci foi' the Pope. Noîwith-
standing ill opposition, liowever, the newv
platform fi'und greater favour every day
amorng the muasses of the Irish people.
'l'lie ni jority of tlie Fenian-mien cleclared
it an organîizaiion unvorthy of truc Irish-
ien. Sonie of the mort prudent,

amion, theini,hiowcvt r,joinied heart aîîdlhand
in tlie strti'g<le for 1-omne 'Rule. 'l'le bye-
electiotis, too, told wondcrfully in ils
favour.

In l)ailiaiit the gî'eatest discourage-
nient %vas met witlî Wlîig a ndTlory alike
set to work wiîli full determination to
destroy the " ne"' evil " in ils inception.
Overwhelming majorities votedl down every
motion niade i)y mieiiblers 0f the new
part>'. Fiîîally wifth a view~ 10, completely
crusling,, aIl the efforts of Home Rîîlcrs,
the goverutient, %vithout a whisper of such
an intîention, eve n the day previous, dis-
solved parliamieii, January 24th, 1874.
'This ruove, it was tliought, 'vould break
aIl hope of tlîe unprepared and yet ponrly
orgfanized, Home Rulers. The newvs w~as
flashied across 10 Ireland and was received
with a feeling akinti 1 despair. But "there
wvas tiot 10 reason why ; tliere wvas but îo
do or die," and manfully they closed up
their ranks and plunged into the fight.
Neyer before iii Ireland N'ere snch efforts
miade on ail sides. 'l'lie new party
hiad corne 10 stay, and the advocates of
«Homîe Rule were on ail sîdes triumplîant.
B,.ymnd thei mostsaîîtguinieaniticip)ations were
they succcssfui. They had lîoped to win
thirty, or forty seats at the utnîost. The
full reîurns credited theni with lîavingÏ
('altured foî'îy-eiglît. The (Gladstone
minîstery sufféred everyNhere, and in the
new parliament ?%r. Disraeli was called
int office.

Now came the tug-of-'var. Mr. Butl
would have none other than a palicy of
conciliation, and tlie Britishi parties wvould
mecet him witli nothing but hostility. 'l'lic
Irish millionîs were aIl thie wliile wvatching
îîîidFt alternate lioles and fcars. Lt w~as
the cî'itici moment. If the people onîce
loit confidencc iii the new parly ail wvas
lost. MNany regarded Mir. I3uîî's con-
ciliatory 1îolicy as a hopeless one. He,
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