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Foreland, wvhichi is a splendid challk cif, we entered the
Downs. Thîis is the iname givecn to tixe chianuel inside
thxe fautnus Geodwin sands, wlhcrc perhaps more wrecks
take place thian on any other part of tixe coast. Certainly
nlo ole wotild think as we were passiîag the lighitships
that but a fewv feet blow tixe surface were blenclxing the
bottes of niany a galiaut sliip and lier sturdy crew.
Everything was peaceful. Thei suit was sliining gloti-
ously and the sea was cahui and stili, yet not far away
couli lie seen the iasts of a suntken sliip stickiing out
of the wvater, a grîmi reniiluder of w~hat liaà beeti sio
ofteti before and niiglit lie ag. iii. At Deal, Broadstairs
and Ramxsgate, which are wattering. places on theshore
just opposite the Downs, are kept well equippeil life-
boats ready for any enxergency. Many a brave deed
bas bee dlouie here, and nxauy a life savcd front a
watery grave. 'te saxxds, whlxi are niow eutirely
inxniersed lu the gradually encroaching sca, forxxxerly
wcre part of the lands belonging to the celebrated Earl
Godwin, whose son, Harold Il, was dcfeatcd near Hast-
inxgs by Williamn the Conqueror. The grent Dutcb
Admirai De Ruyter aise fought a sea-fighit with the
English near the Downs. Deal is a lashioniable surit-
mier resort, for whicli purpose it is adnxirably adar.ed.
It bas a fine stretch of sand and several large hotels.
A mile or se away is Walnxer Castie, %vlere the Duke
of%%Wellinigtox died- Itwias builitite reig ofHeiiry
VIII, and is now one of the residences of the Marquis
of Dufferin in bis capacity as Lord WVardeni of thxe
Cinque Ports. The North Foreland is a Iofty promox-
tory. of chalk, ou onte side of which is Ramxsgate and
on the other Margate, both very attractive resorts for
Londoners. TI'le niouth of the Thaines here is very
wide, and it is not tili we Nyere appraching Sheerness
that we saw inudcf the shore. Just opposite, at South-
end, is the longest pier iu Euiglaiid. Socu we have
passed the fains "lBoy at the Nore " and the xnouth
of the Medway. Both sides of the river uow become
attractive. Smail villages with quaint littie churches
almost hidden in ivy peep out here and there, and by
afternoon we are moored situgly in our berth at the
town of Gravesend. Just opposite is Tilbury Fort,
bult by Henry VIII. Here Queen Elizabeth reviewed
ber troops before the defeat cf the great Spanish Av.
inada. Her speech on thîs occasion was characteristic :
II know that 1 have but the arm cf a poor weak

woman, but I have the stomach cf a King, and a King-
of England toc." 'Tilbury is chiefly fanious for itsdccks;
wbich are the Iongest in England, and are included
in the port of London. Gravesend itself is a quaint
and interesting town. It is bult upon ground which
gently rises front the river LUII it reaches its culmin-
ation ini a beight called Wiudmill Hill. On this li
there was an observatory even earlier than that of
Grea w;c. The viewkfom the top is charming. Orne
of the features cf interest is the old parish church,
wbich is built cf flint In it are said te be the remains
of the Indian princess 1Poca1hontas, who died at Wap-
ping. The square coutains a fine dlock, with chimes
eu'ectedl te celebrate the Queens Jubilce. Orne of the
prett lest thorougbâfares is Wiudmiil Hill. This is 11usd

on both sides by flowering trees stich as laburnunis,
hawtho rus and chestnuts wvhile the walls are crcwned
wvitlx ivy or lieîly, and mny of the bouses are covered
witlh cliibixxg roses. The effect tvas very delightftxl
te, those w~ho here touched terra firixa for the first
tinte after a long voyage. The nionth wvas june, and
everything was in its beauty. Near to, Gravesend aire
thxe Resherville Gardeus, a favorite place cf resort for
Londotiers. To the lover cf Dickens the country near
Gravesend is classic greuud. Twvo or tlxree cf us set
ont upori a country drive eue afternoon. It was cf
the utînost interest. As we drove down the lîll froin
Grav'esexxd on the way te Cobbam, the view was charm-
ing. The road was good, and on each side lined wits
laburuns and hawtborns. Here and there was a
picturesqxe wall buiît cf broken flints and crowned
wvitlx a hedge of belly or cf ivy. On each side were
the hop-fields, the vines clustering up the rcws cfpcles.
Froni tirne to time we passed a quaint old fart-bouse,
or a kilix fer dryiug bops, shining with its red roof
throughi the trees. 'A drive cf a few miles breught us
te Cohhanm. It is a small village, with achurchin the
Early Englîsh style, which contains eue cf the best
collections cf brasses in Eugland.

Close by on the main road is the IlLeather-Bcttel,"
aut inni tvhiclx informs yeu, as mest cf the inns do here-
abouts, tbat Dickens used te be a visiter. Readers cf
Pick wick will lemiember that Tupaxan, after bis esca-
pade witli Rachel, eld Mr. Wardle's sister, put up at
the IlLeatxer Bottel," where Mr. Pickwick feund bum.
Net far away Mr. Pickwick miade tbat wonderfu dis-
covery that was te revolutionize the antiquarian world
-the mte with the curions inscription:-
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What we came chiefiy te see was the seat cf the Bart
cf Darnley. The park is about seven miles ini circuit,
and contains a beautifuil little lake. The display et
rhododendrons here in June is the flnest in England.
1For almca a mile 'we walked aleng the paLlia in the
park, surrouxnded on ail sides by bushes twenty feet
hîgh, which were literally covered with pink bloesoms
as big asoneshead. The sight vas worth comingilîes
te see. Cobham Hall itseif is iaterestiag, although
we dîd net have tinte te go tbrough it It la composed
cf a centre and two wings, the fermer by Inigo jons.
Iu the XVth ç:entury it belonged te joan, heirea of
John, Lord Cabhanx, who mnarried Sir John Oldcastle.
Oldcastle assumed the naine Cobban, and was even-
tuaily put to deaili on suspicion of favoring the
Lollards. Hie is said te bave been the original cf
Falstaff. In x,5g6 tbe estate came into the po .son
of Henry Lord Cobbam, who vas Warden cf the Cinque
Ports. He with others vas accuaed of taking part i
Raleigb's conspiracy, and his estate confiscated. It thus
became royal property, and, ini î6z2 Jans I. grantedl it
to the Duke cf I.ennx, orne of his owu relatives At

um


