
AGRICULTURAL PROTECTING DUTY.

constrainod to take what lio is ofl'orod, though
far beneatth tho value of his wheat, considercd
os ajust iecornpenso for bis labour and cxpen-
ses. How diffrent is the case in England.-
There are many fitrmerq evon thorc' ivho must
sell, no matter how liuw prices may bie; but
thoe are also many %vho can ani do hiold on,
tnd n'ait for botter prices when they are low.
We knew an English fariner whon kipt tývo
thousand sheep, and kopt their wool by bira for
three successive years, rather than sell below
bis price. Hov much sucli mon can influence
markets and regulato pricea la evident. But in
Canada, fanners have but littie or no capital,
and therefore are ot the mercy of times and
speculators, uttorly unable to take advantage
of the one, or defy the other. A large part of
the profits of trade is mado by more maniage-
menut, buying %vhen und ivlcre the markets are
Ion', and solling when and where they are higli;
and a trader whe, possesses this knowledgo, and
ekill te use it, wvill realizo profits while another
without it ivili barely hold bis own. Di!t thero
edol be ne such management wvith the ('anadion
former, fer it requires capital as ivell as skili,
and capital hie bas yet to acquire.

There la this circuinstance, then, in Canadian
agriculture, one wvhich no legislation can reach
or remedy, that tho almest totail want of capital
renders our farmers unablo to protcct thon,-
selves by the ordinary rates of management in
business, rcservia thoir produce until it doos
psy a remunerating price. They are constrain-
ed by necessity to seil the produce of each yeor
as fast as it can bie brought to market, and the
efiect of pouring produce on a market already
glutted is of course a great depression of pricos.
Turne and the general proroaes of the country
mnust remove titis disadvantage. WVhen the
fhrmer obtains capital, and thereby bas a con-
trol ovor the prices of his producc, hoe will bc
enobledl to suspend his sales until hoe bas a re-
munerating price. Somne other circumstances
aise me.ke against the former, and are beyond,
contre), os the high price of labour, and the
length and severity of the Canadian witr.-
An English fariner perforins a great part of his
ploughing during n'inter. Ile thus distributes
bis work over the iwbole year, is able te put a
large breadth of land under crop, and mako bis
amrants and working cattie profitable day by
day for che entire year. But the Canadian
farier must hurry through bis ploughing in
the fl'al and spring, and if hoe keeps servants by

the year they are of no profit to hiia duringwin-
ter. 1 le aise depends too much on one eropb
instezod of providing several. An Englitih
farmer pays his mîtdstmmer rent and bis har-
vest expenses frem thîe prico of bis wool. In
thesEo and other things there are great difieren-
ces betivoen agriculture hore and in Great
Britaila. Somte of theso time ivill remove, but
others wili romain as permanent disadvantages
te balance many advontages in the general o-
timate.

But if the Canadian former be unable by want
of capital ta pretect himself, it is the moro in-
cuxubent on the Government to protect him as
far as possible, and titerefore hoe requires a duty
on United States produce when imported for
homoe censumption. Let us sec how fair titis
measure ivould meet the viewvs of its advocates.

The price of produce mn our market la deter-
mined by the law etf supply and demand.-
WVhen the former excoeds the latter, prices
l'ai, and vice ver2a. If the home supply exeoed
the dernond, there are nb importations for borne
conaunilitton through necess 'ity, and if any are
made frein choice, ' bey merely dispiace an
oqual amount of the tiome supply. If the Pro-
vince bas as much foeur afi' s own as it con use,
and Qo,ooo barrels boe imported f'rom the States,
those -20,000 barrels cannot bo used without
displacîng or settingr frea for exportation an
equal aimouint of' Canadian foeur. The vessel
heing alrondy full, it can lbold no more, and if'
wve pour any ia,what la in must run out te make
wvay for it. As the Province ba,; of its own
raising a largo surplus of bread stuffs above ito
demanda, foreign fleur if used bore must dis-
place our own te an equal amount. Wben the
supply oxceeds the domand, price are reg(,ula-
ted by the Englisit markot, te wvhich ive expert
our surplus. Canadian and United States fleur
beingr both destinedl for th.? Enrglish marketand
the latter beingr subjoct there te a bigher duty
than the farmner, it bringa a lesa price litre.,-
American fleur n'as lower last season at Mont-
real and Quebec by from la. Sd. te 2s. Cd. per
barrel thon Caniadian; consequently, it n'as
more profitable te use American fleur bore and
e'ýpe-rt our 0w" te England. But if the pro-
p -.-zx protoc tir.g duty wvere laid on, the case
wourd be instant[y reversed; the Amnericon
fleur would bo ail exporteil, and noue but Cana-
(ban used. Thus se for is present boniefit te
the fariner is concerneç the duty would bie
entirely nugatory. It v ould net affect prices


