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Tbose dreaded devotees, trained uilhesitatingly
to execute the fatal fiat et the Old Man efthtie
N!ountain, either upon theinselves or on othors,1
were called Heschs-heschins, frein wiich is de-
vived thse word assassin.

Iu our own language thero are some words
very curiously formd-for instance, the plant
toxglove, apparently the.tox's glove. Tise lant
was termed thse fainies er good-tolk's glove, short-
tlcud into folks glove, and again contrncted into
roxglove. 13y a similar process, the daisy bas
nuen contracted frein day's oye, or oye et the day
-a most apprepriate naine for this favonrite little
flower. It is welI known that bread end bighly-
tlavoured toasted cheese torm one et the most
esteemed viands among tho Welsh. Being im-
ported thence by Euglish tourists, the pabuluin
and its condiments were together called a Welsh
rarebit. By prououucing the two syllabes ra-
pidly, and, ia Englisis tashion, eliding the middle
9'r,t you will get a Welsh rabbit, with littie
trouble and ne expense.

Naines et men whe bave rendered theinselves
famous or infamens by their deeds, or misdeeds,
are tormed inte words expressive et similar con-
duct la others. Tise stery et Tantalus furuishes
a good instance et this sort. Ho, for divulgiug
the secrets et tho gods, was placed up te tise chin
in water, yet se fixed as lu that position te di et
thirst; hence, wbea eue is almost withia reacis
of something ho desires mucis, yet cannot attain,
tic 18 said te ho tantaliscd.

The German goneral, Merede, who rendered
himselt universally feared and detested by suli-
sisting bis troops on supplies forced frein the
peoplo among whom they were quartered, sug-
gestcd tho -word marauder. For a word et smi-
[air formation we are indebted te the goulus et
Mr. William Burke, who, la thse former part et
tlîis century, tavoured the West Port et Edin-
burgis with bis resideuce and exploits, and, by
[lis ingenieus mtbod et putting troublesome sub-
jects te silence, first £uggosted the idea-greatly
expanded since-of Burking a question.

The naies et many articles in common use
are derived froin the places where they wero first
kuown, or whence imnported; thus, wo bave
Calice froi Calicut, Damesk froin Damascus,
,Nuisin frein Mosul, Tobacco frein Tabac, Cofl'ee
from. Caffa, the Bayonot frein Bayonne, Sherry
froin Xeres, Cordovan leather frein Cordova,
D)eltt-waro and Gouda cheoso frein tewns et the
saine naine lu Hgolland, &C.

The teminine occupations et mantua-maker and
miliner are recont importa frein Mantua and
Milan. ît is net very long since the mystories et
thesse arts were understeod and practised by mon;
eue et Flatstnffs raggod recruits, and the most
valiant efthtie corps, having been e wema-taior.

In Glasgow and London are two streets,
which, theugis pronounced diffrently, are identi-
cal ia derivatin-the fermer, e wretcised pile et
rickety buildings, called the Rattonraw; tbe
latter, Rotten Rew. Tise are derivoci frein
route au ro4 ' the route or road et the king!'

Anthony Trollope mentions e curieus instance
et word-degeneracy. One et Oliver Cromwell's

Ironsides, etter thse civil wars, Bettled down as
landierd et a village inn. Tino te bis training,
ho selected a scriptural motte for bis signiseard,
on wiich ho inscribed tise words, 1God oncompas-
seth us.' The werds becaine ebliterated througis
tinse, but sometiing oftbeir souad remained; and
wisen, long afttr, tise sigaboard was reaewed by
a now landiord, thse mette reeppeared, with a
suitable device la tise centre, as' 1Thse Geet oani
CompasseS.'

1 had intended to give tise history et some
other phrases, as bocus-pocus frein hioc est corpuis,
hegmanay frein hoc Mane, 'You're a brick,' &o. ;
but tise rigid band et the oditor, cooaervetive et
space, restrainetis me, and 1 must cenclude this
brancis et my subjeot witb the clessie hstory of
tise expression, 'AtU my oye and BettyMartin .
A ship rturning freintise East ladies with soin.
rich Dutch plantera aboard, encountered e dread-
fui storlantise Indian Oceen. Tise terrified
passengers toaring a wreck, and trembling for
their lives and property, were on tisir knee im-
ploring the aid et their patron, St, Martin. On.
was everbeard by a seller Meut abjectly crying :
SAh Mibi, Beate Martine t' (Aht me$ blmsed

Martin!1) Tho hardy tar cslled out-to bis maate:.
'1 say, Jack, just bark tu that shivering land-1
lubber singing out, ilIt's ail my eyo and Bettyi
Martin 0OIl,,

THE GREÂTNESS OF LITTLE
TIIINGSf.

I e h connse of nature there is nothing more
re1ýmarkable than the stupendous resuits which

spring from apparently insignificant causes.
Straws have turned the current of ouT lives ; a
word, a thouglit vivid as lightning, bas often
decided ontdestiny. Mark Antony sees Cleopatra
on the Cydnus, sitting in ber barge as on a bur-
nisbed throne, andif her nose had oulybeen shorter
ho sigbt have kcpt the world. The prophet Ma-
homet conceals himself In Mount Shur, and bis
pursuers, according to a Moslem tradition, are
thrown off the scent, and baffied by a spider's web
over the mouth of tho cave. Thus tho Koran the
Crescent, the Crusades, with their boundless
consequences, dependcd at that moment on the
filmy meshes of a spider's web. A young Athe-
nian, nnnied Xonophon, at sixteen years of age,
is met in a narroWV gatcway by a man of extra-
ordinary appearance and manners, who attends
bis stick across the patb, and asks, ITow can
one attain te virtue and honour ?" Xenophoiican-
not answer, and Socrates, for the strange being
iu none ethor, bidding bim follow, becomes thence-
forward bis master in pbilosophy. But for that
stick, that narrow gateway, Xenophon, perhaps,
would nover bave enricbed the world ef letters
as ho bas dono to this day. Look again at De-
mostbenos. Ho rusbed from the Athenian as-
sembly burning with shame, for ho bas been
hooted for bis pronunciation and defective style.
In the moment of bis degradation ho meets an
actor named Satyrus. Was it chance or bis
good gonius that threw him in this way? Saty-
rus teaches him the art of elocution, and, amid
the wild roar of waves, with pebbles in his moutb,
ho corrects the vices of bis utterance, and
acquires pungency and force which none have
equalled. No grit of the pebble roughened bis
Uip when neit ho mounted the rostrum, and
poured on the astonisbed audience a flood of elo..
quence, impetuous and fiashing as a mountain
torrent.

In science, as in literature, slight causes occa-
sion great resuits; nor need we go back to the
ancients in ordor te find remarkable instances.
When Galileo was studying medicine ini the Uni-
versity of Pisa, bis attention was attracted to the
regular oscillation of a lamp suspended from the
roof of the cathedral, and the swinging lamp led
te bis study of the vibrations of pendulums.
Brunellescbi by accident brokoe an egg, which re-
mainod standing on its broken base; and the
shape of the sheil inspired hum immediately with
the idea of tho Duomo at Florence. Giotto, while
tending bis flock, sketched a sheep on a atone;
and Cimnabue, passing by, detected bis latent
genlus, and led hlm on te fam-to the friendship
of Dante, and te having bis name immortalized
ln the Divine Commedia. Newton-but wbytell
of that falling applo ln bis orchard, which is
botter known than the laws of gravitation, te the
discovery of which it led? Cuvier dissected a
cuttle-fish; and tho comparative anatomy of the
entire animal kingdom unfolded itself before
hlm. À single remain of an extinct animal or
vegetable becamo a standpoint from which ho
could infer and describe the form and proporties
of the creature or plant to which it belonged;
and the subsequont 4iscovery of furthor romains
ot the saine species often proved tho accurecy of
bis deductions. The use of fossil fragments is
another illustration of tho importance of littie
things and isolated inductions. Kepler resolved
to fill bis cellars froin the Austrian vintage, but,
doubting the accuracy of the wino-serehant's
measure, ho worked out one of tho earliest saxnples
of what is now called tho modern analysis.
Wha.t suggested tho embos*d alphabet for the
blind ? A shoot of paper sent from the Preswith
tho latters accidentally rsised. Whet called forth
tlie Most Ieared book on d41,eaof the Uic bat
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A physician's lying awake and fistening to thse
beating of bis own. Giotto is net the on!y
genlus wbom a chance visit bas rescued from olb
scurity. Evelyn was sauatering ono day along a
Meadlow near Beys Court, when ho looked in at
the window ot a Ibatched cottage, and saw a young
man carving one of Tintoretto's cartoons. Ho
entered, admired the work, and soon recomnlonded
the artist to Charles il. Thus the name of
Gibbins became known. Milton sees a wretched
cimystery " ln Italy, and conceives the plan of
"Paradise Lost.' Tho plague breaks ont in
London; ho retires te Chalfont. and the simple
question of a Quaker friend callsfortb IlParaziise
Regained." Gibbon muses among the riu-îs of
Roman grandeur; and the Decline and Fs.1l of
tho mighty Empire breaks in long perspec-ive on
bis vicw. A Welsh harper'thrills the c rd at
Cambridge, and Gray, fired with suddcn ~t otion,
writes the conclusion of the "lBard." Lady
Austen points to a sofa, and Cowper croates the
IlTask."1 Opie bonds over bis compenion'ti about-
der when ho is drawing a bnttcrfly, and rises up
a painter himself.

The history of nations, as ef individuals, hanfgs
on threads. Robert Bruce was about te join a
crusado wben a spider, struggling to fi bis web
to the ceilin g, gave himn a lesson in perseverance,
and, remaioiug in bis own land, ho routed the
amy of Edward Il. at Bannockburn, and achieved
tho independeuco of the Scottish crown. Cromn-
well was about to set sait for America, and ecear
forests with bis axe, when a royal edict forbade
emigration in unlicensed sbips. Had he embarked
the day before, ho would nover have been Lord
Protector, nor Charles Stuart have laid bis bead
on the block. The fooet of William ot Orange
had been drivenwestw4rd of Torbay. To retura
in the teeth of the wiud wes impossible, and Ply-
mouth, the next port, was gerrisoned by Lord
Bath. The Royal fooet was eut et the Thames,
and hastening down the channel. IlYou may go
te prayers, doctor," saaid Russell te Burnet ; t"ail
is ever."1 But it was not so. A soft breeze sprung
up froin tho South, and the Sun shone forth. The
fleet turned back, William landed, and the Stuart
dynasty ceased te reigu.

Slight circumstauces, which have occurred ia
chitdhood, otten take deep hold of the memory,
and recur te us tbrough lite, wo know not why,
when thiogs ot far greater moment are forgotten.
Warren Hastings, emid the ceres and splendeur
et Indien govorninent, had always betore bis eyes
a littis wood at Daylestord, in Worcestersbir.,
whero ho was bora. Insignifacant sayings in
praiso or blae have often l4ad immense effect on
mon in pursuit of knowlodge and faine, and bave
disconcerted. or encouraged thein, as the case mal
ho, in a marvellous manner. Burke rose te eddress
the Hlouse with a moU in bis band. A member
depreceted the infliction et a MS. on bis beerers,
and ia shamo and disgust the orator quitted bis
seat. Ho wbo could have feced a lion was dis-
comfited by a bray. Little things are otten our
great vexations. Tho prick et a pin will make
an empire insipici. During 140 yoars the retainers
et a Norman menastery tought and and hated
each other for the right et hunting rabbits. On
the other band, trifing events are trequently
great consolations. The packet-ship,L:!dy Hobart,
was driving befere the hurricane, and hope seemed
vain, when a white bird suddeniy ligbted on tho
mast. The bearts et the crew revived, and thse bird
was accopted as an omen et safety. Mungo Park,
stripped andi plundered, set down ia despeir. It
was a wildomness in Africa, 500 miles froin any
European Settlement. A little moss was et bis
foot in flower and it inspired him with the
thought thatflie who planted, wetered, and per-
tectod in tise deset tisat tiny blossein, could flot
be insensible te the sufferings et oae formed ater
His own image. Sehowent onbis way rejoiclzng,
and soon came te, a village.

Yes, little things are et wondrous importance.
Thoy are thse lest links la e long chielaoe effects,
or the firet la a long chain of causes, or thoy are
hoth. Thiey make tho sum et humen tiingé.
They test e ma' character evory heur lu tise
day, and, as tise jutting and curving of tthe baok
reguletea e river'm flow, se, do thoy, direotly or la-
directly, determina tise entiro course of our exist-
once for good or ovil, brililant or obscure.


