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hastily pushed upon the market and the
harvest reaped at once. . Whon the mis.
tress finds her ornamont copied in hor
maid's fire-gilt, she hastons to diseard. it,
and sooks for & greater novelty. Tho
samo thing obtaing throughout the
country. A travoling man flnds it uot
worth while to show tho same goods
twice, howevor beautiful and artistio thoy
may bo. * Why, this is old| Ifavon't
you brought anything now 2" excluims
commorcial Athonian out West, Whon
the Castellani collootion was in this coun-
try there was one great ornamont, beau-)
tifully irridecent, which excited the ad-;
miration and curioaity of the guild, noth-
ing having over been -geon like it bofore.;
At length.ono gentloman, by much Inbor;
and [repeated endeavors, discovered the
seoret of this iridescenco to lie in sweat-
ing layers of gold one on the other. But
such zeal as this is only possibie for tho
man who can indulge his love for his
trade, ns no pecuniary good can be reap-

ed from it.
The sccond difficuity is more immedi-

atoly objectionable, and at the same time
could be moro easily remedied. Artistio
debasement is a sybtle quality, but fraud
is a tangible fact. Against this at pres-

‘ent" the- public- and the- -honost dealer:

have absolutely no protection. Thero is
a large numbor of unserupulous dealers
who make s business of selling gold jow-
elry which contains more copper than

conseience, as it has been excellently put,

and, strange to say, the laws as at pres-
ent framed sustain them init. To give
8 case in point: A man bought.a gold
watch of one of these men. Tinding
himsélf swindled, b~ had the dealers ar-
rested, and the caso came to trinl. It
was discovered that the watch-case con-
tained but four pennyweights of gold;
the rest was brass or other alloy, Nover:
theless, the Judge decided thatinasmuch
as the cost of the four pennyweights of
gold exceedéd the cost of alloy. the watch
was to all intents & gold wateh: The
ways in ‘whioh these frauds are perpe-
trated aro numerous and most ingenious,
and the important branch of the business
is watches. The most desirable watch-
caso is of eighteen-karst gold, it being
susceptible of higher polish, and is more
casily kept clean. A person wanting to
buy & waich with a case of eightcon.
karat gold will as often find that the
back of the watoh alone is of the required
purity, and that the value will degener-

‘ ate until the run will probably be of

eight-karat gold. But the purchaser will

pay all the samo the full valuo of
eighteen-karat gold, The customary
way of trying a watoh is to ask for n
fifty, sixty, or whatover desired number
of pennyweight caso ono may waut, for
which the price is probably $1.60 o
pennyweight. Now, in buying of any
but a woll.known, honest house, the
probability is that a nan is buying twelve
or thirtcon pennywoizhts of steel spring,
which he has paid for as honest gold.
Tho ingenuity with which watohes aro
hollowed out for the {ntroduction of this
spring would accomplish good nnd torthy
end in somo other dircotion. A watch
hag boen sold to contain thirty-six ponny-
woights of gold which actually contained
thirteon pennyweights of steel spring.
In other instunces the stom is but & shell
of gold filled with brass.  Against such
swindlog the purchaser has no protection
but to buy of houses of established repu-
tation. Tho honest housos have abso-
Intely no redress against theso men who
aro injuring the jewelers’ trade, oxcept
that which comes from their own con.
goiences void of offence, which is satis
factory as far as it goes, but whioh,
unfortunately, does not go far enough.
The fgvogitpﬁptocoeding is to engage
rooms on Maiden Lane, which is known
as tho jewelers' street allover the country,
and to advertise from their respectable
surroundings their frandulent wares.
Jewelry purporting to be of ecighteen or
fourteen karat gold will be redlly of eight-
karat gold, colored to represent eighteon.
karat gold. A distinguished public man
wearing o handsome pair of sleeve but-
tons was asked by & gontloran interest-
ed in those matters to allow him to have
his buttons assayed, promising to return
him a duplicate pair. The prico pnid for
the buttons was -eightecn dollars. On
assaying they proved to contain but figo
grains of gold, when they should have
contained at least five or six pennyweights
of goid. Often the fraud i® much more
base. The American wedding ringy
which already has dropped from the
English twenty-two karat ring to
eighteen-karats, is often but o shell of
gold filled with brass. Tho great ud-
yance made in coloring gold has aided

dolighted at buying cightoen-karat gold
for cight-karat prices.

These same faots hold goed in silver,
and will account in wmnny instances for
the marvolous prominms sot forth with
ciroumstance by precarious weeklies; nc-
companiod by ornato cuts. A littlo sil-
ver has tho advantago of sproading itsolf
over a large surface, amil n handsome set
of spoons, in & case such ns ono often
sees offored, can bo bought for cighty
cents a doren in tho caso of tho manw
facturer.  For all this thero should bo a
remedy. If goods stamped eightoen
karats full short of their value, the dealer
doserves to bo prosecuted for forgory
but to this end n lnw requiring this stamp
to bo aflixed is needed, Of all the plans
which have been considored by tho men
wlo have found their business out from
boneath their foet by theso dishonest
practices, the moast offeotive, in théir
judgment, is & Government recognition
of o standard for wronght gold, with
penalties for the debasing of the standard
such as hold in debased coin,  Some of
them think that Congress has power to
pass such o law, but in reaching this
conclusion due account probably has not
boen takeu of tho constitutional limita-
tions.of tho power of Congress. Thus,
for exnmple, Congress has just refused to
rogulate to tho use of trade marks in
domestic trado. Relicf is more likely to
be obtained from tho Stato than from
tho Federal government. In other coun-
tries the peoplo are protected in this way.
The humblost seller of the most brifling
pieco of geld jowelry in Italy, for in.
stance. can -be required by Inw to give
o written guaranty that it is what it pur-
ports to be, and liable to arrest if itis
not. Some officient means cerlainly
should be provided, compelling dealers to
siamp their articles so that purchasers
naay bo assured that in buying cighteon-
karat gold thoy are receiving cightecn-
karat gold and not fourtcen karats (if:
not eight).—New York Lrvening Post,

LABOR vs. CAPITAL-—THE RELA-
TIONS BETWEEN MASTER
AND MAN,

. Nobody is quite satisfied with the busi-

theso practices. Formerly only cighteenN{ ness rolations between mastor and man,

karat gold would take a Roman finishy
but now even brass masquerades as

Roman gold. The passion for ornament,!

which must be gratified at any cost, does

not leave a sufficient margin for caution,,

and there are not a few peoplo-who are

N EIC— . . . .. . .4

e

and the same social antagonism ever ob-
tains. The master laments tho degener-
acy of tho times, in that the working men
are not what they used to be—not-as
they should be. The man is equally dis.

satisfied ; sayiog the master takes all the '

A



