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BRITISH COTTONS IN OANADA.

T HOSE who profess to know the cotton market assert that
the coming season is going to sec a considerable increase

in the imports of English cottons. It is well known that the
high prices of American goods are interfering with the sales in
Canada, and for some time past very few United States cottons
have come in here. Now that the prices of Canadian cottons
are mounting up so high. the expectation is that Canadian

buyers will have a choice between British and Canadian goods.
It is asserted that Canadian buyers who have gone across

the ocean intend to buy English cottons much more extensively
than before-this will apply to flannelettes, saxonys, shirtings,
printed wrapperettes and other lines. So marked is the
tendency to buy imported goods, that one firm in Canada has

imported a lot of German oxford shirtings. The advanced
prices for Canadian cottons seem likely to diminish the retail
sale of the very cheapest lines, as people, having to pay more,
will probably go in for the better class of goods.

The above information was given to THE Day GooDs
REviEw before the announcement made on March 23 by the
Minister of Finance that the British preference would (after
July i next) be increased from a quarter to a third of the duty.
The increased preference will probably have the effect of
accelerating still more the movement referred to.

As to what bas already taken place. we have only the
details of trade down to June 30. 1899. We have compiled a
comparative table which will show the trade wbat increase
took place in imports of British cottons up to that date. It is
as follows :

• COTTON iI.ORTS FROst C.REAT PRITAVC.

1899.
Duck. crey or white .............. ...... $ 1.696
Entbroideries ..... ................... .. 2q.496
Grev unbleichecd fatnuics..... ................ :8.437
White blenched fabric3 ................ .... . 276.226
Printed or colored fatrics...............2,2.7.683
jeans. satcens, etc... ...... .. ...... . ... 3.64
llandkrchiefs.......... .. ............... :•8.9:0o
Cotton yarns tnot dyrd) ... .. •. ... .... ... 19-573
Wadding, :atting. cic... ...... ....... 256
Cotton yarns (dycd). .................... . .11431
W arps......... .. ... . ..... ......... .... 3.015
Warp on bearns..... .. ...... .... ... 106
Scatnless bags.. ....... ................... 26
Sheets ...... ........ .. ... . ... 8
Shirts................ ....................... 20.684
Thread on spools................ .............. .80.543
ThIead In itanks............................ 253.o62
Crochet cotton thread.............. ........ . .o67
Other coton thread..... ............... .... M.114
Bed quilts ................................... 46.03
Cloliing ............. ..................... 137.188
Ilouses and shirt warsts.................... 1.595
Damasts. etc................... .... .. .... 5.6.2
Cotton bags..................... ........... 3.697
li05:C ry ............................. ....... 1955
1.atniipw;cks............................. ... . 1 331
Sha s 1 ....................... ............. 74o
Soes nnd stockings .......--. . ....... .... 30.78
Tape. not colored........................... 3.341
Tape. colored ................... .......... . 3·.5s
Towels........ ....................... 29 ,9S9
Undershirts and draters ......... ............ 2.750
Scrims. piqucs. diapcrs. etc.................. .30.972
Velvets and ve1'etecns.. ....... ............. .90.504
Made.upcottons . ..................... ... 11.6;o

Total... . ....... ............. $3,757.451
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CANADIAN GOODS.
Those who ask that Canadian fabrics and products shall get

a fair chance in trade are not making an unreasonable demand.
There is an undoubted tendency among some people to "cry
down " a thing because it is Canadian. An instance of this
occurred.a few days ago, when a gentleman happened to ex-
amine a certain product in a large establishment, and remarked
that it was very fine. Quite unconsciously, the clerk replied :
"Yes, very good, indeed, for Canadian." The gentleman
pointed out that this was pretty severe. The clerk was
amazed, and had evidently never heard of any Canadian
product being equal to the best in its class.

Not all the blame rests with the consumer and the mer-
chant. They, as a rule, do not know. The manufacturer is
to blame for not branding and pushing his goods. We do not
know of any case where a brand of high quality in Canadian
goods failed to succeed. If the manufacturer is making some
lines that he is ashamed to acknowledge, that would account,
to a considerable degree, for the low opinion entertained of
Canadian products.

TEXTILES AND THE METRIO SYSTEM.
There will probably be conferences in connection with the

Paris Exposition for more than one commercial purpose. For
instance, an international congress will consider, some time
during the Summer, the basis on which tariff duties are often
estimated on cotton, woollens, and linen fabrics-namely, the
count of threads in the fabric (number to the square inch,
centimetre, etc.) •

Foreign nations favor the metric system-the kilogram as
unit of weight and the. kilometre as unit of length. The
British Empire selains its own system. and even in France the
British system is in vogue for linen goods. The manufacturers
of tulle in Calais and Saint Quentin, with a view to their
English market, keep to the samne method. In the woollen
manufacture methods are still more diverse, according ta the
kind of weaving and the locality.

The commanding position öf the English-speaking coun-
tries in textile and other manufactures gives them a governing
voice in the systems of measures, weights, currency, etc., but
there is undoubtedly a movement to approximate all these
things to a common system for the advantage of trade.

OPPOSING A TURN-OVER TAX.
One of the ablest business documents recently issued is the

report laid before the Toronto Board of Trade from the muni-
cipal taxation committee. I states the objections to a tax on
the turn-over of a-business in clear terms-: That in limiting it
to sums over $5o.o- it would be class legislation ; that it
would burden Toronto concerns, as compared with other
places; that the Winmpeg plan of a personality tax, arrived at
by a percentage on rental value of the premises occupied, is
preferable. Everyone knots; that the turn.over tax is supposed
to be the best means of getting after the departmenta stores.
But if these stores are not paying their fair share of municipal
charges there are bettter ways of making them do so than by
discriminating against other and innocent persons.

J...

THE -:- DRY -:- GOODS -:- REVIEW

From thisit will bc seen that the total increase in purchases
of British cottons exceeds $6oo.ooo. The most rematrkable
increases are about s5oo.ooo in colored cottons, prints. etc..
and $roo,ooo in white and grey cottons. The increase
recorded in clothing, scrims, piques. etc., is worth remarking.


