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MINUTE GCF SYNOD ON BAPTISM,

sippointed-to be vead by «ll Minirters and Mis-
sivmmries, (0 their Congregulivus un an cutly
Subbath.

The Synod linving hnd their attention directed
10-thé subject of Beptism, snd the relation in
which this initistory Sacrament of the Chureh of
Christ, stands 1o the other Sacramem of the New
‘Cewtament; also to the question of public or pn-
vate administration of the initiutory ordinance,
eclare and Resvlee—

That, as is alrendy in-our excellent subordmate
standards set forth, a Sueramient is an Holy Ordi-
nunce instituted by Christ, to sinily, seal, and
sxhibit unto those that are within the covenant ot
wrwee, the benefits of hiswmuedintion 5 to distingnish
thent from thos who-are without 5 and o oblige
e partakers of ruch ordinaunces 10 obedience

That Baptism ix not 1o b adminictered to-any
that are out of the visible Chweh, and s stran-
kers from the covenunt of promise, till they pro-
fewet their faith in Christ, aud obedience o i |
hut infants descending from parents, either both o=
but one- of -them professing fuith in Glirist, and
obedience to himn, are in that respect within the
Lovendnt, and to be baptized.

That, adhering to these principles, the Synod
earitestly urge on all ministers und sessions, to be
careful, in administering Buptiam, that they who
teceive this privilege at their bands, be such only
of whom there is good rezson to believe that they
are counimtently professing the awme of Chinw,
and ohedience 0 him @ sad inasnuch 2z one uy-
pointed ecthod of salemuly confessing the Savss
our, and acknowledging ourselves to be in entmun-
nion with bis followers, is by commemorsiing his
love and death in the holy undinance of the Supper ;
they shall satisly themselves thut parents icceiving
baptinm for their children be not newlectimgthizcom-
mand of Christ, but that.at the lenst they be equally
in the intention, a8 God muy afford opportunity, to
comply with both ordinances, and giving token ot
this by willingly waiting on sucly inataactions a- it
fiky be judged nccessary to impart 10 them oy the
fature and design of the Sacranients.  Partiessali-
biting the privilege should be infunned thut usevery
one taking tn hitusell the haptismnl vow, or seck-
iug- Baptiam for another, does thereby say, Tam
the Lard's, and does profess 1o vilue the blond and
wpirit of Chust, signified in the waters of Bup-
tinm, they Hight to know that-in receiving this
eeal and token of spiritual cleansing, they do 2«
truly declarc their acceptauce of Christanid fellow-
ship with kit agin the ordinance of the Supper ;—
w0 a declining or cvading of this Intter ordinunee
by-any, being adults, who have recevived the pii-
vilege of the initintory Sucratment for themselves
and théir children, is, except good cause beshown |

for the neglect, in circomistances not under their
control ~—presumptive evidence either of au im-
perfect appréhension of the design of the Sacra-
tneats, or of an inexcusable unwillingness 1o lollow
the Liord fully: ‘Thercfore Ministers and Kirk
-Kesious are warranted 10 decline, except on ool
and specind canse shown, the adutinistration of
Baptimi to the children of such as are living in
-Nhve weglect. of the Lord's Supper, or do uet aval
themuelves of . istructions offered towards « right
preparing of them for igp obeérvance.
Thait while due teadernesy is recommended to
e usid in dealing with individnals who, with-
fotd thenisclves frdnt the Table of the Lord; rather
fron wiimipprehiension and solema awe. than fron
bianicsbleindifference townrds an sppointed means
of Grace, diligénce should be used 10 counteract
sperstitious miscondeptions of the nature of the
ordinunce ; and, -especially if' these be accompa-
nied with an-undervaluing estimate of the solens-
nity of Baptism, that the parties conceined be re-
- 1minded of the equality of the twa Sacraments—as

" -~

vegards theic sacred autharity, theie counnaon re-

ference ti the sante covenant, and the like neeessity
YSoth for faith and-resolutions of holy living, 10 the |
tight observance of both.

The Synad do suxiouvsly cantion mminst & too
easy or indiscrmmate adinssion to the Baptisuial
ordinance  Sad buth as tending the beuter to
ensure purity of conununion, and-as required hy n
regard-to the design of Baptism as a seal of fellow.
ship in the Chureh, us well ns of engmiting wto
Chlirist, the Synad recammend as wieh ns possible
that the drdinance be dispensed pnbiicly ;-=not pre-
cluding casesn whicl w-may be judged pecvssary

-to baptize in dwelling hotses, or cases mwindchate

tendance at the ordimary place of pablic worship
may be greatly incowvement.  But the Synod
rarnestly advise, that ae rirely as puseible, the pri-
vilege be _given sithout public notficaton from
the pulpit. and never without the wunl of extiona-
tion or eypo-gion —'Fhat if nt auy tune-appadca-
tion be made for the administrmion «u {-Heuly
and  bastily of the ordinanee of Baptism, the
circumstinees b well evosnlered 1 und eare ea-
creised mitdly and foduly 10 distiasasd what
is exsential fiow what may be dedradic < betwoen
the tdation of Baptistu t9 <alvation and 1o cliuch
fellowstop ; explaining where it may be neces.
Sary 0 to eaptam, it as the pavilege of Beption
is not to b wethout wood reavon peglected, so
nejther 3= its adinimstzation indiepensable where
God in lus jrovidence hus not atlorded oppor-
tunity for observing ot it due order, or in 1 man-
ner edifymg w the mdividual or to the Chureh in
aeneral.  Aud if in peeubar cireumstances of lo-
cality or otherwise, it «hall be judged for edifien.
tion to administer this Seal of the Covenant with.
out a session havmyg had regalar opyo:inniy to
confer with the partees applving, or funally to
receive them mro the fellowshp of apv patticalar
cougregation, that the winister so receiving to
Baptism shall, a2 the earhest opportunity, report
the case 1o his Session, ami that the individuals or
famliea thus rerognized ~hall be duly enrolled, and
considersd ax within the rnge of the inspeetion of
the pastorand vi-lers, and as being boaa fide wmem-
bers of the conziesation, in connection with which
the privilege has been recewed, (gencrallv—it may
be presumed—ihat which is nearest in loeality jm
although precleded by distance, or other b aful
cauge, from g ving reanfar attendance on the
weckly ministeations of the Sanctnary 1 This par-
ticipation in the privileges of the Church being al-
ways understosd 10 fmply sleo the nhligaton 10
conform to the oudiniuy rules of the Chureh, and
responsibility ta 1ts tribunale,

The Record,

The Public Accounts occupy so mnch of onr
space, that we have been obliged 1o lay over
much interesting mauer,

The disciepavey between the Treasurer’s Ac-
counts aml the Schedule, is occasioned hy the
formner heing made up when the Svnod wet, while
the latter was kept open iili its close,  We hope
to be able to present the Accounts i tuture in
wore complete state, ag, by direction of Synod,all
Accounts are o be closed on the 31t of March.

The collections mude by Me. Black, tor the
Freuch Canitlinn Mission, are not included. "That
list is therefore incomplete,

e et
MEETING OF SYNOD,

The Syned of the Presbyterian Church of Cae
nada met in Knox’s Church, Toronto, on the 5ih
Jhe.

Dr. Willis, Moderaior, preached from Mai.
98: 18, 19,20.  After Sermon, the Synad was
constituted by prayer, and the Rev. Willam
Reid, A. M., of Picton, unuwmiousiy= clocted
Maderator for the wusamg year.  The while
aumbcr of Membeas-in attendance was 43 Mings-
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ters nnd 28 Elders,in all 71, We regret that s
many of our Conygregations ad organived Mision
Stations neplected w sent Elders, Tt in cucou.

-pugingg-to-observe (hat the atemipnee apon wll our

Chuich Courts 15 nuproving, mmnfestng as it
does the encreasing intereat wluch the members of
the Churele take i her wellme  Peclinps the
comparatively simafl aitendasee of Elders may be
ascribed to the feching, ton prevalent, that Elders
are allowed to interlere, to a very limited extent,
in the discussions, sud that they me permived 1o
gpeak, only by sufferance.  We believe that ou
Prestyteszans will aot be tully. txtablished unut
the ruling Fidets tahe o tnuch mere decided e
rest in the busintsyof the Chorch Courts. I conme-
quence of the distance of omy Chugregntions fr by
the plece whers Synod e, the rahng Elders
canuot casly attend. 1t hua been provided that
Sewsions miny cleet as ther repre-cnintisy 1o Synod
any Elder in good standing i iny uther Bession of
the Churelt.  "Sce Minmes 1244, p 25.) Wae
remote Congregutions 1o avaed themselves of thus
provision, it wonld tead wreaily to encreas: the at-
tendance at Synod, and would give additional
weight 10 the acts of the Conrt,

We are compelled frotn want of spoace 1o give d
very briel notice of the proceedings of Synod,

On Wednesduy evening several Committees
were appointed.

Tavrsvav, June Gth,

The Synod 100k up an overime from the Pres-
bytery of Kingston on the subject of a Book of
Discipline. A Committee wats appointed to report
on ‘Tuesday.

A confercice was held on the snppost of the
Ministry,  After decnssion it was tuoged by De.
Whilis: stconded by Mr. Roger i

That, inipressed with the urgent heckieity of -o
Fund for the assisung of Wenker congregations, »
Comnuttee bt ummimcd 1o annlure into the caured
of the filure of the scheine ldwely Attempred to
b worked, and which was o far in operation fos
the sustentution of the Ministry among uws; a
t consider if a scheme, in its natyre supplemen-
tary, might not with advantage he subwtitoted
Also, whether a part of the late susicutation plan
iight not be retameid 10 conncetivn with a rupple-
mentary onc,

Aun amendinent wasmoved by Mr. Bayae,

That the matter be left in the hands of Pres.
byteries, according to the deliverance of last
Syuod.

The vote stood for motion 31. Amendment 18

A Committec was appoinied ; vie.: Dr. Burns;
Dr. Willis, Mr. Gale, Mr. Wighteman, Mr. Roger.
Mr. CGordon, Mr Rintoul, Mr Wardrope, MF
Gregg, Ministers; Mr. Hall, Me, Morgan, Mr.
Elder, Mr. Barclay, Mr. Nicol, Eldesn.

It was apreed that next ordinary meeting of
Synod he held in Kingeton on the fisst Wednesdny
of Junc, 1651, 40 be opened with Serivon by the
Moderator, at 11 o'clock, 4. M.

Franav, Juve Teh.

Mcsers. Siark and Gregg, Minisiers, and Ments.
Davidson, Ferrier and Blaid were appointed &
Commiitiee on the accounts of ithe Chueeh, to
whom the Treasurere 1o the varions fands ‘wete
1equired to Lund 1 then bovhy and accounts.

The Syaod appinted Dr. Willis, Mr. Stark
Mr. Bayne, Mr. McKenzie, Ministers; Mcsern.

* Mclellay, Burgess and Clatk, Elders; a Commit-



