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o uny sccount. Ina few yeans the wlvantuges
af theso engagements manifestly appeared 3 the
blessings of the upper and nether spring followed
e 5 health and huppmess attended wy funndy and
prosperity sy businesa. At length such was the
sapud sucrease of sy trade, nud the importance of
devoting every posmble snoment fo my customers,
that I began to ik whethier fuaily prayer dud
not accupy too much of our tune m tho snoming,.
Pious seraples arose respecting my tntentions of re-
tinquishing this part of my duty 3 but at length
worldly interests prevailed 8o fur as to induce me
to exeuse the uttendance of my apprentices, and
not long alter it was deemed wdvisable, for the mote
cager proseention of husinesy, to mike the prayer
with my wife, when we arose in the morming, suf-
fice for the day.

Notwithstunding the repeated checks of con-
seience that followed this base omission, tho culls
of u flourishing coneem and the prospect of an in-
creasing family appeard 5o unperious and com-
sanding that 1 found an casy excuse for this fatal
evily especially as I did not omiit prayer altogether.
My conscicnce was now :linost seared with « hot
iron, when it pleased the Lord to uwsken me by o
singulir providence.

Oue day 1 received aletter from a young man
who had formerly been my apprentice, previous to
my omitting family prayer.  Not doubting but 1
continued domestic worship, his letter was cluefly
on this subject 3 it was couched in the most offec-
tionate znd respectiul tenns s but judge of iy sur-
prise and confusion when I read these words: ¢ O,
mny dear master, never, never shall I be able suffi-
ciently to thunk you for the precious privilegre with
which vou mdulged me in your fumily devotons !
O sir, eterity will be too shart to prabe my God
for what { learned there. It was thero 1 finst be-
freld any lost and wretched state us a sinner ; it was
there that 1 fimst knew the way of salvation; and
there that { fisst experienced the preciousness of
+Christ in me, the hope of glory’ O sir, permit
me 1o say, never, dever aeglect those precious en-
gagenients; you have yet u family zud more ap-
preuticess may your house be the birth-pluce of
their souls ! I could read no further; every lins
flashed coudemmation to my face. I treanbled—1
slunldened—1 was alurmed ot the blood of my

Lildnen and apprentices should be demanded at
sy meul-murdering hands.

Fitled with confusion and hathed in tears, I fied
for refugre insecret. I spread the letter before God.
I ngonized, and . hut yo can betler con-
ccive than 1 can describe my feclings; suflice it to
say, that light broke in upon my disconsolate soul,
and u sensc of hlood-bouglt pardon wus obtuined.
I immediately flew to my family, presented them
hefore the Lord, and from thut day to the present
1 have perfonncd this duty, and am detennined,
through grace, that whencver iy businces becomes
#0 large as to interrupt family prayer, I will give
up the superuous part of my businose, and retain
my devotion : betler to laso a few shilling than be-
came the deliberate murdeter of my family, and
the istrumcent of ruin to iny own soul.

{tliscellancons.

N

AUGUSTINE'S CONVERSION.
AN ENCOURAGING EXAMPLE.

Tawands the claee of the fourth century, when
Christianity was losing its primitive lustre and
power, God raised up Augustine as a powerful in-
strument of sustaining, for a time, cvangclical
truth.  Augustine had 1 pious mother and an in-
fidel father.  His mother was careful of his carly
religious instraction.  But 90 far as his father had
the controul of his cducation, it was conducted
withont regand to teligion.  Once duting his child-
hoaod, he remembered to have been the mbject of
#pecial alanns of conscience during a sickness,
which soon subeided.  1lix father proposcd to cdu-
cato him liberally, and kept hin constautly at
school. But at firet ho lhiad a distelich for study,
and employed himsell much in.reading.the Latin
pocts, because the heathen mytholory. and licea.

tious character of the poetry snited the corruption
of us heart. At length he felt the stunulus of
umbition, uud was spurred on o infense cexertions.
s models for mntaton while ut school, were of
the most corrpting class.  Aniden of the polluted
moral atmosphere which hie breathed, may be
formed from the fuct, that it was common for his
associates to commend each other for recitals of
thewr own lewdness, provided they did it in elegant
language.

Here hie came into a whirlpool of baseness, and
was 50 lost to principlo and honor that he even
rubbed his own parents, for the means of gratifying
s passions. At the ago of sixteen, just before his
father died, he was sent to Carthage to complete
hiv education, and espreilly to perfect himself in
the study of cloquence, so thut hy might be uble te
teach rhetoric for a living.  On Jeaving his home
at this time, his mother, knowing that he had given
hinmself to lewdness, without restezint, solemnly
warned him of the wickedness of his course.  But
he was even so hardened i it, and so disposed to
glory in his shame, that he would have blushed to]
be thought less wicked than othens, and would hiave
mvented falsehoods to represent his case worse than
it was. He deliberutely comumitted theft for the
mere sake of doing it.

At Carthage he acquired a great passion for
theatrical amusements. e also made great efforts
to ¢xcel at the form, but soon found that his mind
wi not adapted to it.  Ho neat gave himself to
the study of philosophy, and to the reading of
Cicero.  With this author he was highly pleased ;
bul strange as it may secm, his pleasure was
diminished by his finding no mention of the name
of Christ, which name his mother had taught him
to reverence.  ‘Thus it was shown that the traces
of his religious education were not wholly abliter-
ated.  He tumed from Cicero to the Bible. But
here the pride of his heart was disgusted, and his
blinducss prevented his apprehieneion of the truth.

Next there came an important crisis in his his-
tory. He fell in with the writugs of the Mani-
checs, o libertine sect, who held, cssentially, the
same views that are now held by the Pantheists,
or Parkerites.  Heo adopled their views, and nidi-
culed Christianity. For nine years from thig, he
continued involved in all corruption, sinking decper.
RBut his mother followed him with unabated hape
amd inceseant prayer. Sho went 1o a certuin
bishop and besought him to undertake to refute the
crrors of lier son, nnd reason him out of them.  But
knowing his cast of mind, he thought there was
little to be hoped from such atteinpts. So he told
lier to let him alone, and continue praying, and he
would discover his error. ' With x flood of tears she
penisted in her request, till, out of patience with
her, he said, ¢ Beprone, it is not possible that the
child of such teurs should perish!” This im-
pressed her mind Jike a voice from heaven, aud she
persisted it her prayen, and her son in his wicked-

ness. .

Ho continued till the twenty-eighth vear of his
agre deceiving and being deceived, a slave of Just,
and devoted to all the impicties of the Manichean
scct. i mother had supported him till he had
finished his cducation at Carthage. He then re-
tamed to his native place, and supported himself
by teaching rhetoric.  There he had an intimate

what shaken.  He next resolved to visit Romey
but was carnestly resinted by hir mother, who fols
lowed him to the sey, resolved either to retun bup
or gro with him. But by deceiviug her, e got off
alono ; and she could follow hun ouly with her
teans uud prayers. At Romo ho wus tuken wick,
und eame near to death.  When e recovered, he
found! hiw furnier views still more shaken.  Soon hy
went to Milun, where by formed an ucqunintayens
with Ambroso, tho fameid bishop of that place,
whose marked kindness made un impression upon
him. He uttended the preaching of Ambrese,
more attracted by hiv eloguence thun the gonpel
preached.  But the trath gradunlly gained upon
him, exposing more and wore his former fullacies,

In the meantiine his mother had found him ont,
and arnved at Milan,  He disclosed to her his
stute of doubt.  She suid that ehe belicved that
before she left the world she rhould see him a
sound believer.  She attended the preaching of
Ambrose with delight, and he was charmed with
the fervour of her picty. As for Augustine, ho
continned examining this and that for of phileo-
phy, vacillatmg between trath and error, tifl finally
he wanmly embraced the truth of the gonpel, and
yiclded himself 1o its power; aud his mother
trimmnphed in the abundant answer 1o her many
prayem.

Soou after tho mother and son determined to re-
turn to Aftica, their home.  But she seemed to
have accomplished the object of living, and to have
lost hold on life.  When they arrived aut the mouth
of the ‘Iiber, prepaning for their vovage, she smd,
«“Son, 1 have no delight in b 5 why am ¥ here{”
Oue thing ounly, your convemion, was the ohject
for which I wished tolive. My God has given mo
this in lurge mocasnre; what do I here?”  Five
days after, she fell mto a fever and died—N. E.
Puritan.
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DR. DUFY, OF CALCUTTA.

It is now twenty years sinco Dr. Duff went to
India, whete his fubours have marked a new ern
in missionary enterprize. Never was any man
more remurkably raised up for the work he hud to
do, nor do we know any post for which it will bo
more difficult to find a worthy succeseor. Never-
theless, we think the time has comne, when not enly
for his own suke, but for the mterests of the Churceh
at large, and especially for tho cause of Indian
Minssions, Dr. Duff should be withdrawn from Cal-
cutta.  In the natural course of things, after o
fong and arduous scrvice, we cannot look for moro
than a few ycam tnore work from him in that ficld
Nor will the izbour now be of such importance as
it has been in years pasl,  ‘The ground has been
broken, aud the Mission well organized, so that
others can carry on what he has been enubled by
God's grace to plan and commence. To removo
to Eurape before his constitution is.further weak-
encd; and to foster and direct the missionary spirit
in the chuorches at home, is, we humbly .conccive,
the course of duty to which Dr. Duff is now called,
and for which in providence the way is opened vps

The Presbyteriang, both in London and in Edine
hurgh, are at this moment at a lons to find a Theo-
logtical Professor for the training of their students
and missionariex.  For either of these Dr.

friend whom he had sedaced into his errors.  This
fricnd was taken dangerously sick, and while in a
state of unconaciousness in his fever, his friends
had, according to x superstition of the times, caused
him to be baptized, expecting his imimnediate death.
Tut he recovered. And when his consciousness
rctumcd, and probahly after he had had some seri-
ous reflections upon his position, Augustine at-
tempted to ridicule his baptixm, and he admonished
him forit. At this Augustine was confounded, and
deferred the matter, hoping for a more fit oppor-
tunity to cfface hisimpressions.  Rut the man soon
dicd, and the circumstance threw him into great
distress, and cast a gloom over every object, aud
induced 2 purpese to travel abrosd to relicve his
mind. e went to Carthage, and fell in with a
Manichean bishop, named Faustus, who was fanci-

nating the multitwdes. - Bat having detected him
in grows impowture, J:3 fuith in the sect ;y‘ns_wmén

Daff is pre-eminently qualificd.  We shoald of
courss prefer to sce him in our own English Col-
lege, where hisname would attract not only Scotch-
men and Presbyterians, but students from various
denominations, i the present low state of the Dis-
scnting institutions and collegres of England.  Tho
prescnce of such a man in London in these times
wauld give fresh impulse to the cause of Protestant
and Evangelical truth, and in more ways than wo
can now refcr 0, wonld be of incalculable servico
10 the Church of Christ. We ventare to say that
his long residence abroad has not shaken his stanch
adherence to the Presbyterian system, while at the
same time his engagement in misdionaty work and
his intcrcourse with brethren of other Churches,
have griven that enlargement of view and catholi-
city of spinit, . univenal among Presbyterians,
and-which. are cssential to the presperity of our
cause in England. * We hapo that o this matter

.



