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To what extent this has been

which, we think, overy imelligent Chnisttun will | cates wiich stise from pecuniary ombarrassnicats, | atteaded to, I have no moans of knowing, bur

at once adimit to be just is, that the salary of a
mimster should bo propartioned to the proper
and necostary expeases of his office.

In order to ascertain what amount this princi-
ple would indicate, we abserve, that the rulo o!
support for tho ministry, as set forth by some is,
that a munister should receive three times as
much ag the average income of his people, “I'his
proportion is considered necessary, because of a
minister's public position and peculiar expenses,
and because of the duty resting on hini, to be
an example in every good work, and to embrace
oppottunitics of usefulness as they occur, Now,
according to this reasonable principle, must of
the Presbyterian pastors would receivo anaually
cight hundred dollars or upwards.

To show that such a salary is necessary, 10
mect the averago expenses of tho ministerial of-
fice in Canada, when upheld in efficiency, we
might reckon the annual expenses of aminister
thug i—

Household expenses, for food and clothing, &e,
for an average-sized fami!y..ccieeieniinena . S300

servants’ board and wages, not less than... 109

Horso and cow keeping, and travelling ex-

PENSES.coove crerareerasorcsassncssassases sraeae 300
flouse-rent, or 11s cquivalent.
Firewood, &C.eveeeneas . .
New works for libtary, to keep up wit

progress of the umes, (the benefit of

which tho people receive, without nuch
cxpense to each of themsefves).....oa.o
Postage, periodicals, and stationery...... . .
Subscriptions to benevolent societies and

charitablo objectS.uceeceecececitannincnnnane 30
Rate 10 widow’s fund.cccccernnsceinrerceseess 8
‘T'axes and other local matters . 20
Sundries, for phys:cian and medicine, at

40
2

1028 iiuies cesrsninisnrieersiiiceniierancencsacs 12
: 510
Where the people provide a manse, des et
00 this «eeeeen eeneeorenanees certirenens
S710

Yet this calculaton provides nothing for the
educauvion of cinldren, and sorely ol wiil allow
that nunisiers aro jusily entitied to obtain such
an education for their children as becomes their
station in life, so that their children nced not
descend in the social seale. I wo allow the
moderate sum of S100 per annum for the educa-
ton of children, most of thig, 1n the case of some,
might be saved for a fow years, white four or five
times the amount might be required annvally,
in securing a liberal education for their children,
We thon conclude that about SB0Y 1s required
to provide nothing more than s modorate and
justly earaed support. Certawmly, nothing leas
than this will do justice to our ministiors in towns
and villages—(and of couree more is required n
cities.) In a larming community, or country
congregation, a less sum will accomplish similar
results, especially whon the people provide somo
acres of Iand as a glebo, and as thoy often pro-
vido fire-wood, and at least part of tho fodder
for horse and cow, besides occasionally support-
ing his table with provisions for family uso.—~
But whero everything has to be purchascd, less
than §800 per annum will not do justice to a
minister’s family. How then do many in such
circumstances subsist on even less than 8600 per
annum, Many such bave 10 depend in part on
the private assistance of friends, or have to to))
at labours which consumo their timo, strength,
and spirit, or also submit to many privadons, and
do without wmany of the comlosnts of hfo, ard
perhaps after all, find it impossible to keep out
of debt. They are then exposed to great anxiety
of mind and difficulty in managing ther affairs,
and to consequent unfitness for duty. Tho cause
of Christ thus soflers loss aad inury, 231218 im-
possilis for the kinnan mind to devote its full

that esn nenaer be avorded nor removed.

Ministers are difforently siwated from those
engaged in most Junds of secolar bownees, as |
she latter can generally adapt their pe ation aud |
outlay to their mcome. But as the nunister of |
tho gospel cannot help s position, which be- ¢
lungs to his otlice, 8o o cannot avord cmbarrags. ¢
ment, §if he has not sufficyent salury to mantawn ¢
that posiiion, uoless by engaging in sccular busi. |
ness—to the great detriment of his ofiice, and |
hindeanco of lus usciulness, A tuster's salacy ¢
should be paud i advanco quacterly or halt. |
yearly, 1n order that ho may have the means of +
meeting his current cxpenses; and thus be en.
abled to discharge his duties without coastant
anxiety about his hoaschold affurs. Ho cannot
have money lad up for this end when his salary
is barely sofficient to mees hus oxpenses; and ho
cannot travel on duty, nor obtain many things
he requires without cash on hand, aud even
though lie ubtain inuch thatheneods* on credut,”
fie pays more, 104 is thus virtuaily deprived of a
part of lus salary. All ghould remember that
there i3 a close conacction beiween a proper
provision for the Gospel Ministry, and tho ad-
vancement of the Divine glory ; and should en.
deavour choerfully to do their part es & mnatter
of conscience, and not of necessity. * Honour
the Lotd with thy substanco, and with the fes:
fruits of all thine lncrease, 80 shall thy baras bo
filled with pleaty.’ “'The Lord loveth the
cheerful giver.,® ¢ Tho liberal soul shali bo
made fat'* ¢« Let him that is taught in the Word
communicate to hum that teacheth in all good
things.

¢ {f wo have sown unto youin sputituaf things,
is it muchf we recewve your carnal things 1~
“ Inasmuch as yo did unto the least of these, yo

did iz unto me."” Avnria.
Sl bar——
ATTENDANCE OF ELDERS AT CHURCH
COURTS.

Mz, Emror,—
Permit ino to call the attention of the Sessions |
throughout the vativus Presbyteries of our Synod, |
t~ the duty of appointing ruling Klders, I1is to
be regretted that a daty so plain and important
should 80 frequently be neglected by not a few
ot our sessions. Oa referring to the Syacd
Roll of 1855, it will bo found that no fewer than
34 scssiuns (pastoral charges) appointed no e
presentanve Elders. Now if it bo geanted that
our Presbyteries and Synod ought to consist of
about an equal number of clerical and lay mem. |
bers, how can this neglect bo accounted fur,
except it be that the principles of Presbyterian-
ism are not valued so highly as they ought to be?
Considerable inconvenicace indeed is felt, and
expease incurred on the par: both of Ministers
and Elders in attending regularly the meetings
of the Church Courts.  If, however, the principlo
of represeatation, and ot Presbyterian parity both
as respects our clerical and lay rulers were duly
regarded and conscientiously acted on, thero
would certainly be fewer omissions of the ruling
Elders. 1am well aware that the choosing of El-
ders:s & small matter compared with their attend-
ance at tho Church Courts; and these remarks
are made for the purpose of calling attention '
to the subject, that somo remedy may be applicd,
€0 a3 to secure a fuller attendance. In order to
facihitate tho attendance of Synod Eldersit s
well known that in 1814, an Act or Bye-law
was passed, permitiing Scssions to clect repre-
gentatives from among the members of any other
Session of this Church. Bat even this expedient
has failed to meet the difficulty it was desigaed
10 obviate, except to a very limited extent,
T'hraugh the Record, congregations have re-
peatedly been called on to consider 1t their duty
to defray the oxpenses of both their Ministers l
and Ruobrg Filars in attendig to the business |

[ presume 1t hios not been at all geucrally eater-
1ained and acted nn.

It has been suggested I think, by some of cur
friends of the U. I, Syaod, that each regulaely
organezed congrenation miglt be altowed to elect
a represematve Eider. Flue, liowaover, it is pre-
sumod, wouid not be constituticnal, and more-
over, if it were resorted to for the purposo of in-
creasing tho atiendance of lay rulers, 1 am afrard
1t would nut excite a deeper intorest 1n the buse
ness and welfaro of the Church.

1f tho writer of these temarks were not polng
beyond Ins province, he would suggost, that Pres-
byteries should deal withthose scasions that neg-
leet to appoint representatives, and that the
Synod should issue a pastoral lotter, or tract on
thz dutics of Elders. Our oxz Sook of Discip-
line, whichi will bo soon in the hands of aur
Ministers and Sessions, will no doubt point out
tho technical duties of Elders; but something
tnore is requircd to urge and enconrage our lay
brethren 10 take part moro fully with theic pas-
tors in the oversight of their flucks aa well as in
attending the Church Comits. Dr. King on the Eli-
dership, though an excellont book, seems rather
too large for most of our rutal Eldersto read
and digest thoroughly. Semething in the form
of a ‘Tract, issued by order of Synod, might do
aood. W,

P
MINISTERIAL SUPPORT—THE MANSE

Dear Mn. Evitog,~-It seems to me siiil ro-
quisite to draw tho attention of members and
adherents of our Church (o the claims of the
Gospel ministry to an adequato support i this
land ; ond in conncction with tisis subject, instead
of entering into any lengthened discussion of the
important matier at this timo, I would propose
merely to draw attention to tac very com-
mencement of that new work first in your
* Notices of Publications” for February.

* Blest bo that spot, whero cheerful guests retire,
To pause from toil, and 1rim the evening fire;
Blest that abodo where want and pain 1epair,
Aad every stranger tinds a seady chair.”
—Goldsmith.

« “ Wlhere peace and caim  contentment dwell

serene.”’

—Fuylconer.

“The Manse!  “Tho Scottish Christian lovea
tho very name. It is fanuhar 10 the peer and
the peasant 3 to the cheerlul and the sosrowful;
and, in tho mezmory of its own children, its sun-
shino is never eclipsed, even by fame or fortuno;
by station, beauty, or lndiaa splendoys.

It is presumed that everything is to bo found in
the manse,~counse! for tho perplexed—prayers,
and tears, and comlort for the sorrowful, and in-
struction for the igoorant—wino and jelly, and
arrowroot, for the sick—old clothes for the sag-
ged urchin, and the shivering ancieat dame ; and
thero the poor student 1s sure of discoveriag how
he may get to Collego, and tho sick man of oY
taining & passport to the Infirmary.,

Everybody who has nowhero eiso to go, goes
to the manse,—iho exile, the mismonary, the
rminister from a forcign land, the scieniific lec-
turer, tho man of Joiters ; the philantheapist, full
of his schemes of benevolence, somehow or
other, doubtful 23 he may be of his rccepion
clsewhere, about the manse hie has no hesitation ;
an easy hospitality he knows he will find there,
Thus its inkabuants, though often jatruded upoa
by tho idlo ond unprofitable, not unfrequently
find that they havo cntertained * angels un-
awares.” Tiiey zeo successively overy grade of
society,

And what Twould now ark our peoplo is
simply this: If the above be & correct description
of & manse, and, although I admit that in every
minnte particulss it 102y not exactly be of & Ca



