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and clay, and pistered -4 papar, | woukd ask youw whetlier the Anguet
Quprome Rulor hae appe. niesd tham, ar at? Ne  thesn ate all decivad
from mon's minda, having been an dagodmd tiy the devil as to make, a2.
anrding to theit owe duped pmrpnee and devies, svary kind of sttango
and monaroue thing.  ( fn’d the Angust Sgprmne Rulnr {n sig day
cteated hraven and earth, latal and saa, men sod things  He had alrandy
apprinted theasande aml tens of theneands of anely (o ard as lis tosenn.
gore.  Why then doox he need those sirange and mrnsirms thinge whiel
mon have ade n dirent appoasiting to his will  Asearding (o 1he Ol
Tostamenit, the Auguel Seprame Rater formsly eeme dows at Mounit
Sinat, and with hie own hande wints the ton eotnmandments upon tallee
of stone, which he dofivared 15 Meaes, toying, "1 am lnrd ahove, the
Augnet Suptwmo Halee. Al you man (st net by any means sod wp Ay
image nl things in heaven abave, nr na the earth benoath, ar brw down
and worship them ®  Naw yan man who have ent up any ininge, and baw
l'l‘mvn and warship §t, trly relsol agninst the will Mp the Angnat Reipremeo

wier.

You tmay say that theee imnges holp the Augost Snprerae Ruler tn

otect men. Why aro you so deliied by the dovil, and so viterly cone
need find inseneiblo?  Can yon not reflact that the Angost Suptamo
Rulor in six daye oteatmd hoaven aml eanh, land and sow, mon aml
things T If in this work ho noedel none 16 assist hiim, wha can ke aow
noeil (o help him 10 take earo of mon !
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INDIA~CUSTOMR IN REFERENCE TO TR DYING AND
THE DRAD
L)

‘The dend of & Yamindar o¢ landholder, of m‘v aequaintsuces, in A vils
ingo wasr to my howme, awd part of the cermonies which 1 withesd, Jeil
me to make inquiries as 10 the ensioyine connooted with the d‘ying and
the dend ; andl the following, | beliove, i & falthful account of the core
emonios which provail in thia part of India

In some parte of the coimtty, espocially in Bengal, whan a persan s
noar death hin frienda carry him to the barika of the Ganges, that he may
die in sight of the sacred rivar. ‘This cwstom dots not prevsil in
.\’onhcm India,
frionds » A part of tha room In which he lice, ami) having earefully
Plastored it with cow-dung, Iy him npon its at the eamo time a semail
Pioce of gold and water from the Ganges are at into his mowth ; two or
throe conts wotth of xold is all that is weed by the pooter clasess, This
ia done wnder the dalwsion that the water and the gnld saowre the full
pardon of the sina of the dying man, and foliclty in tho world to come,

At this tima tho frionds and neighbore esme to ses him and to mowrn
ovor him.  When the person 1n ('pﬁle dead, his clothes are taken off, and
the body is weappod in & new whits elnth,

1€ tho peraon dead be a fomals, and not & widow, tho hedy Is wrappad
in n cloth of variows colors ; her cygiashes are colored hlack, and rod
marks put wpon hor furehead, ‘This being done. the body ts placed upon
a bier mude‘ of bamboos am bound fast.  An offering is thea made eon.
sisting ofrice, sunar, flowors, Ghee, and the secds of & eacred plant
called Tulnco. Theso things are mixed togother and 1nado into amall
balls, Tho offering being made, the corpea is home by four men, who
<constantl “ Ram, Ram, sach hai?* that is, * Ram is tre 7 some of
the frionds of the decesssd usantly follaw afier. Having arrived at the
Gangen, tho budy in washed and placed upod the funoral pile: sometimos
it in built over & hole ahout two feat and & half in diameter ; sometimes
tha fire .Amade without any holo being dug.  Between 3 and 400 pounds
of woort in considored enough to burn onobody ; when the funeral pile {s
completed and the body placed upon it, & #on or heir at law having walk.
ed around tho pile, and offered & prayer to the God of fite, that the sins
of the one dead may bo conenmed, sats the pile on firo. Tho fricnds now
retire a short distance, while the son or heir remaine 16 tond tho fire until
the body is consumed.

During the burning, sandal wood and ghi, and sometimes pitch, are
lhr'own into the fire by thoso who can afford 10 do so—the firet on account
of its feagrance, the Iast to incroaso the intensity of the firo ; sometimns
the hody is not entirely consumed for the want of wood : in this case the
temaing of the body are collected and thrown into tho river. Many,
people aro 20 poor that they cannot buy wood to burn thair dead ; the
bodies of all such are thrown into tho river. This practice in many
placos is s dreadiul nulsance. [ have ofien scer doad bodies floating
down the river, or lying upon the bank, food for jackalsand carrion birds.

The ftiends having witneseed the burning of the body, retico 10 & eon-
. venient IPI.“ on the river at nome distance, and bathe, then return to the

houss of the man who Jias died. And having 1aken a leaf of the Nim
tree npd a kernel of barley, eat them and go tn their homes ; the leaf of
the Nim is very bitter, and the esting of it shows that ho who does 80 has
a part in the sorrow which has come upon his friend.

At the door of the house under 5 stone is now put & branch of the Nim
tres and & few kernels of barley ; this isa token that somo one has
Iately died in that howse. T'he one who lighted the funeral pile js e0n-
sidered unclean. For twenty days he is compelled 10 live slone, no one
comes asst him, o 0ae touches him, he cooks his owa food aad sleeps
wpon the grouad with & dagger by his side, in order 10 defend himeell if
the apirit of the dead should eome and trcadle kim for buraing his body.

On the tenth, the relatives of the deceased go ont ints the Kelde, gener-
allynear a woll ; the men shave their hoada and heard, and movetaches.
The widow takes of all het ornaments ; hep finger rings and toe rings,

ut hote when & porson ia thought to bo dying, his |

hat armieis aod anklate  The lom of there i hit bndge of sirrew, and
the evidonre that sho i# & widew, Aftar Maving bathed |b¢z‘:un (-
heir housss and cat, ust fromn theit conitinn Pshes, by

teavee. A vossd filled with watar te now placed ti some Suld wot
away, fur the doad  Uanng the tan duys a lamg, plozed in on conben
veseod erewd with hadsa, (s rng tn the Pipal tree, that the spirit of the
deadd may erins and Yive in the Hght of 1t

On the eleveath day, (he perean who bktse (ho dead goce ot imte o
WARRD Rrove, aoceminaiad by a brahman, attl marke ot eighteen aqguores
on the greaund, in tan lioes, the squarse bring abowt two fert on saed
wide ; in the ennire of aach sgunre a fire mride of eowdung ie Nindied,
A lamp ts alen Hghted and prlased (6 aach, o sivall corthn visnsl eomelas
g e1ae amd itk in (heat placad opeea the ke sntil the rhce ja thaniaghly
briled . 11 10 then mised with sugar, ghi, and flowers, and weds lnse
balle, whiah ate afisrwarde theawi into tha tiver ; twelve of e oyue
are fiit the twelve monihe of (hs yaar, fosr fisr grrat halidayn, one (e the
tdead iman, ono 1or hie fathar, aml one for Ne grandfagher.  ‘Thie to dene
in etdor to sovure the rapnse of the soul of the man srd of Mis sncestiee,

On the thitteanth dav thie relatives of the droapand give & feast acded.
ing to thair ability  They ma#dt invite ho fower than thiticen Dralumens,
snd as many tnnte as they chovee,  Haviag foistod thean Srabmens,
they xive 1o tach & sinall braean vessel, a jioce of clorh, and soane meney,
nccoiling 16 their dircimstantts Th life  ARar \he brahmons have
eaten and receivod thair gifte, the relatives and frivade of ihe deod ao.
sarmide, antd aro aleo foastesl,

‘The indus believe that when a pérson dive his sowl ie tnhen 10 Jom
Rajy tho judze of dopariod soslse.  Whan the doad appint befre him, he
immediatoly calls two paoording angale, whn heep & sirict acenwnt of ol
the actions of all aroaterea, ard commeds tham 10 open their bsohe sad
make hnnwn the chatacter of the person bafote him,  1f hia :
arg found 1o ba groator than Me wicked onca, he is permitied 10 be boen
again in a higher siato of batag 3 o If proreminantly holy, he enters imte
heavon, and boramss alwarbed into tha Infinite Mreim,

Or tho othor hand, if his wiched actions predominate over them, Jom
Raj at onea procsuda 1o proncunte hie safitance of Itanemigsation fnte o
lowae tirth, into beanta, vile raptilen or worme, or perhape doowe him s
the tormonta of hall. At this moment the wretahed heing mokeon o joud
" and oarost request that the mentence may be defetred for shirsien
until ho cam totnrn 10 oarth to sce if hin friends will do snything Coe
salvation or no.  Thi exccution of the sentonce in finally
thirtcen days: he is not petmitted, however, duting thone days to m-
niain wpon earths but In some droedful pleee, some porgstery be.
twoon asrth and hall.  Here he wanders oppromed by hungee ond
thirst, in dreadful wildarnenses, biurning deserts, snd theough dask and
foniful placs.  ‘The Neshmans, the priesta of Hinduiom, like the
| of & f:hh cqually fatal 1o the anul, have préencribed riien
; monies, xifis and offerings which tha friends of the departed may give oo

a ransom for the sowl of their friend from the sentence of Jam Raj, For
| thin roason. from the howe of the doath of & poor men watil the §

day his {amily ars compelled (0 foast brahmane, give them presents, and
| offor macrificen: aven if thoy o compatled 10 wll the last artiele from
. thoir house in order 10 do It.  In this way poverty and ruin are beonght
upon many~Fareign Missianery,

WESTERN CENTRATL AFRICA.
THK OVERTNEROW OF FETISHISN ANONG TNE FANTERS 6N TAK 004D 0949 o
. ATRICA,

The following Is taken from an able work, in two volumen, resontly
published, by Brodie Cruikshank, Eay., & member of the
Council, Cape Coast Castle, catled * Eighteon Years on the Coanmt
of Afriea.’ It contains very interesting informsiion renpecting 1he dis-
mal offccts which the slave trade produced upon the pecple of Africs,
the war that prevailed botween tho Ashantces and tha Fantess, and the
civil and religious customs of the negroes, as well as the bemeficial of.
fects which the wise administration of the Tiritish governor at Cage
P Cosst Castle, and the efforts of the Wenleyan mismionssies have hod iq
improving the penple.

The Fetioh Menor Negro Pricsis —Thess form & tegular and ne-
merons order, and may be mid 1o resomble the Abiidiong of Oid Calabar,
They ate & sot of skilful roguos and impostars, whoes systems e a
pound of artful contrivance and deceit, and is wpheld by every
which talent, obsetvation, and cunnlu can supply. They are
adopt any messures, hawercr base and wicked, that secm
Incronse the superniitious reverence ol the peapls, sud to
power. One imagines, in purming the extraordinary
given of these men in the volumes before wa, that he o
Cuesar details respecting the great associstions of the
priests of Britain, ot the descriptions thet have beea given
schemes of the Jeasits, Certainly the persons who are
ing and conducting sach 2 system of imposture dissover
they had a thorough education, would easble thom t0 take
the sagaciovs dipiomatists of Ewrops. The youihfal
Zimlc(. are o.ntzmod to .‘top:l‘nr systemm of Ndo:. m

pline. on of great importasce
rance in The wild eort of dancing, which is waiformally
religions rites, and by which the priests excite themasiveste
new before giving forth the orncies of the god.  Any yowth
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