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CHURCH WORK.

LEASTER.

Lent has gone, with its many
opportunities and proffered helps
towards the knowledge of ourselves
and the deepening of the spiritual
life.

When our Lord shall come at the
Last Day to judge every man as his
work shall be, there will be no im-
mediate warning for special prepara-
sion. Mankiad will be found exact-
ly in their habitual condition, when
our Judge shall say,—*“ He that is
unjust, let him be unjust still: and
be which is filthy, let him be flthy
still : and he that is righicous, lct
him bé righteous still : and he that
is holy, let him be holy still.”

Knowing this, those who are
Christ’s, and therefore for the love
of God, and of their own souls, and
the souls of others, are careful to
avail themselves, whilst they can, of
all the helps which God and His
Church have provided to enable
them to know their own weakness
and their constant need of Christ’s
righteousness. By them the season
of Lent is dearly prized, with its
rules and opportunities for retire-
ment and seif-denial.  On Good Fri-
day they mourt with Christ who died
for our sins; on Easter Sunday they
rejoice with Him who rose again for
our justification. And thus, year
after year finds them spiritually pro-
gressing, for every season in the
Christian year is welcomed, and
wrought into their spiritual life,—
and death—when it comes—finds
them ready to say ‘“Even so, come
Lord Jesus!”

The object of Lent is the subdu-
ing of selfishness. One exceilent
form of unselfishness is denying our-
selves ti:at we may give to him that

needeth. The poor we have always
with us, and when we will we may
do them good. But there is another
class of poor—a very large class—
who are not with but far removed
from us,—some in the more distant
parts of our own Dominion, and
some in heathen lands far bheyond.
In giving of our Lenten and other
savings towards extending the bless-
ings of the gospel amongst such as
these, we are casting our bread upon
the waters, and shall not see it until
after many days, even until the Judg-
ment Day.

It is comparatively easy, and even
self-satisfying, to give to objects close
at hand, for even a selfish love of
popularity may prompt such givings,
more than the love of God. Or
some may give with a selfish desire
to rule, or force the acceptance of
their own shibboleths. But gifts to
far-off missions are comparatively
pure from these impure notions, and
are therefore acceptable in the sight
of God.

We Canadian Churchmen have at
length begun to appreciate and prac
tice this kind of giving, as is shewn
by the Report for last year of our
Board of Domestic and TForeign
Missions. It is to be hoped that
some of our Lenten savings this
year may have gone to the same
good object, and thus swell the
amount to be recorded in the Year’s
Report.
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We want to serve God, according
to our own will, notaccording to His.
We must not choose for ourselves.
We must will what God wills, and if
He would bhave me serve Him in
one thing, I must not prefer to
serve Him in something else in-
stead. What God wills is obedi-
ence.




