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worship of God. It would thus appear, that God hns not forsaken Erromanga.
Why should his servants forsake it? So long as such manifest tokens of the di-
vine presence continue to attend the Mission, why should there be any backward-
ness to follow the cloudy pillar.  The fiery judzment Lash indeed gone forth, bus
the Lord hath also descended in theflame, and his worde, though all quickening
with holy chastisement, are yet words of peace and encouragement. Mr. Gordon
fell on Erromanga on the 20th day of May, 1861, having been 6 years in tho ser-
vico of the Board. Full particulars of the horrible tragedy appeared in the No-
vember Record. On receipt of the melancholy tidings, the Board adopted a mi-
nute, which was published, expressive of their estimate of their missionary’s cha-
racter, and of the great 1 s which their Mission had sustained. In the midst of
the stunning shock which this massacre occasioned, it was truly refreshing to re-
ceive from our coadjutors in Scotland, from vartous sister Churches 1 these Pro-
viness, and from other chiistian denominativns, the ready expression of christian
sympathy. Not the least welecome and cheering, because the least expected, was
the espression of sympatly tendered by the Rev. Mr. Breswster, in the name of the
Methodist preachers’ weekly meeting, Halifax. 1In compliance with the instrue-
tions of the Board, the Secretary responded to this fraternal condolence, assuriny
Mr. Brewster and his arsociates, that the sympathy thus expressed had proved
very gratefol to the Board, who could not but discern therein o practieal illustra-
tion of the scripture testimony, concerning the members of Christ’s body, ¢ That
they have the same care one of another, and whether one member suffer all the
mombers suffer with it, or one member be honoured all the members rejorce with
it.” .

A similar response was in like manner given to the Committee of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in Scotland, conveying to them the assurance that the chris-
tian sympathy which they had so cordially expressed, was warmly appreciated,
and all the more 80 as coming from those who have for 8o many ycars been their
active and efficient eoadjutors in the New Hebrides Mission, and £ no inconsidera-
ble extent also their fellow partakers in their chastening providences. Ample
testimony is horne on all hands to the truly christian character and high mission-
ary talents of Mr. Gordon. All his brother migsionaries speak in the same strain
of admiration, and this tribute of commendation is fully borne out by more disin-
terested parties.

ANEITEUM.

Auneiteum now presents its claims to our attention, not indeed as a field where
missionary life has been imperilled or destroyed, but as the scene of greater trials
than any which have befallen the Mission there since the period ofits first evange-
lization. fu addition to the hurricane and pestilenco, the devouring fire has
wroaght much desolation. Incendiarism reached the mew Church and school
house, and though the crime was committed by a few heathen. yet not without
the complicity of thet: employees' ¢f the sandal wood establishment. The natives
who sre all christianized in outward corduct with the exception of this little
remnant of eight or ten wmiserable creatares, grieved more over the loss of their
new Church and school house than of their food or even the mortality which the
deadly disease had caused. The Anciteumese in common with the inbabitants of
all other evangelized islands, view all calamities as the fruit of sin, and though
this opinion may sometimes lead them to mist3ken views of christian character as
it did the friends of Job, it is a much safer guide to new born christianity thon
the stout-hearted unbelief which grows up in older christian communities, with
the profession that afiliction comes alike to all, the righteousund the wicked, that

10 man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them. Notwithstand-
ing the estraordinary loss of life, amounting to from 1,100 to 1,200, thut is near-
ly one-third of the entire population, the Aneciteumese have exhibited the most
christian spirit. Théy have humbled themselves under the mighty hand of God,.
and the promirs will be ensured to them : ** Gad will esalt you in due time —
These afflictions have had (says Mr. Geddie) a solemnizing cffect on many, and
more than usual attention has been given to religton. A desire to make a public
Erofe&ion is becoming very general. At the October communion 19 adults were

aptized and took their seats for the first time at the Lord's table, and the candi-
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