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paster, andi witli the prospcrity of' Chîrist's
cus. Thoe darcc.lioti.,o andi dancing par.
tics dtiring the antuiin anti winter, andi the
American Circus in stimmer preseeît an
alriiîg charm te soine yeiîng- people Nlîich
dcstroys bcriotisncss and thic féar of Goti.

IN*TE31PERAN.'CE

stili lias its victims, and is destreyiag its
thousantis. Professing Clîristians, and
othiers of h'vlose uiseful lives great hepes
ivcre cntertaiîcd, by thîcir religieus frientis
are in (lic enchattt groti, andi snccumnb-
ing te ftic seduciive influence, and only the
Almiglity Spirit of' Goti can save tlîcm
from. thie drîînkard's destruction, anti frein
exerting lus evil hieince on soricty.

Sonie pasters have te lainent thc preva-
leace of' Sabbath desecration. TVie people
do net oecnly engage in clueir %vorltily a.
vocations on then Lerti's day, but they de-
vote it te pleasure and te weorlly conversa-
tion. Te drive awvay droov*iness they visit
tlieir neiglibours' bouses andi spendthe felity
in itiencos and foolîshi gossip. This levii is
more frequcntly practiseti it rural districts,
ivere there is ne seti pastor, or whec the
paster is sctthed, but because ef the seat-
tcreti condition of' bis congregation the
services of' the sanccuary are oaly occasion-

Lm o~f our nuinisters; bave te scatter
tlîcir labours ot-er sucb an extcnsive ficeld
that teîy cannot cencentrate their energies
in agny one becafity. They travel over ion
area of twventy, tlîirty, and evea fifty miles.
Thîcy labotir earnestly, prayerfuliy, con-
snannly, bu~t bernoise of' theo scnrîeîing of'
tlîcir labeur thîey do net sec the fruit of'
tlîcir toil as tbey would iio. Thcy have
a diversitir f hardships te, contcnd witb,
and chey' are required te ,xercise mucli
seif-denial; but God ivili bless tlîcir labour
et love> aond chîcy shall obtain a glerieus
rest by and bye. In a few years twe or
tbree ministers tvili lie setuleti %itbin the
bountis of somc of' these extensive congre.
gacions, anti rcap the fruit of' wliat our
good brcthren new sow ; anti in te
lîcaveniy garner the 1-sower aoud reaper
shall rejoice togethier."

TACANT CONGREGATIONS.

In net a f ew of' our cengregatiens there
is ne setteti paster. Ofceîî thcy rnay bave
services from a mrachîcr %to mayr corne
amonig thera on batarday nighc, tond wvho
wvll ]cave thein Menday merning ; but they
have ne minister whomi they eall thîcir own,
who will visit tlieni in their homnes, anti
speak te thern, of' their spiritual interests,
andi te ovhoni they can go ler encourage.
ment in the heur of spiritual tiarkncss.
There are some devoteti Chîristians in these
vacant congregations tîtat have net defiled
their garmoats, and who reain their Chris-

tian wvarmtlî; but many for the want of
ministcrial oversiglît become as Zukewarn
as the Laetliccans.

Iii sonie congregations religion bas bcc?
marred by political panrtizansuip. Menîbrr
of the Church, wlicn an election cont(ý,
takes place ivill seemingly trample reliion
under tlîcîr feet, andi encourage dccpion,
falsehooti, drunkcnness, bribery, tnld iii.
wvilI, obant thv, May secure tîtoir eii poi.
tical ends. £hcv scm te thiuîk thac Jesci
should ceaso te roign %vhcn their party wikb
to retain or regtain poiver.

Thie cause of Christ is hindered lîy pro
fessing Christians '%vhe liave ne nigh: con.
cep tien of their obligation te nec thei Chý,;
titin lueé, or te let their Christian liglit.%hine
before men. Young people ant ii anl*oui
sinners arc apt te imnagine, that tiiere cal
be no living reality whclire thcrc is se mucn
religieus a1pathy. In thoir rcligiouis anxi.
tics they mid littieor ne sympathy r.
professors of' religion, andi thcy aýrc d
courageti.

Truc religion bas bccn hinclored inl so
of our congregations by thc cvil eicis

SPUIOIOUS REVIVALS

by which pcople's feelings wove aron
without rcciving saving knowlcdgc. T
religion of sudo is spasmnocic andi at
regular grewcth. Ut i like Jonali's gon
It riscs to apparent perfection in a nig
and perisbes in a day.

Some pasters have te lament that th
are families te whoma tbcy minister in vh*
religieus family instruction is sadl,
lecret. Family iworship is almnosît
known. Tlie Catcchism ils net tatiglit. T
Wordl ef Goti is net reati. Tliere j,
saercdr.ess about the Sabbath. From su
houses seldem a warm-hcarted Clîri5fl
cornes, ant heir influence is usually sgoi
Christ, 0

]ENCOURAGEMENT.

Theugh ive find annong as mucil
wbich satidens the bcarts of God's pto
andi should humble us ia the sigkî ef
and niako us plcad carnestly for tht
pouring of God's Spirit te conviant
niers, anti te stinialate saints ; yct thon
much te cheer and gladden our heanis «
te draw out gratitude te Almightv Wo
Hîs wvonterful work in qîîickcana i '?

sînners, and reviving sleeping Cbrise
Last year v ce were picaseti te hare to

port that th' Lord ha'] gniriously
the congregations ef the rbî~ "
Prince Edward Island. Tbis %vear
devent gratitude te Goai, NVO list tr
that the lîcavenly slîewers dçsce-odn.'t

Piously on the Prcsbyteries of 2
riruro, Tatamagoucbe and Halif'ax. -

Because many of our Icirk Sessiom
net ansiver our questions, or bcruse
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