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is difficult to refrain from some critic
ism of the attempt frequently made by
. F.D. Monk to lay down constitutional
Minciples dogmatically in the House of
COmmons. He is almost invariably wrong.
#6 told the House a week or two ago that
h Hovernor-(innenl:apporli-med the port-
Mios which we all know to be the pre
ative of the Prime Minister. Mr. Monk
Il find it 1aid down in Todd as follows:
"By modern usage it ix understood that no
but the Premier is the direct choice ol
Crown. Acoordingly the privilege is
ceded to him of choosing his own col-
Mgues.”' And again: ‘*When any vacan
oceurs in the existing ministry it is the
vilege of the Prime Minister to recom-
nd some one chosen by himself to fill
same.”” He offers a portfolio to a
tleman and when he accepts the Prime
nister submits his name and the gentle-
0 is sworn of the Privy Council and be-
hes un adviserJof the crown, not by re-
h of holding a porfolio but by reasonm of
bership in the Privy Council,
r.sMonk, the other evening, detailed a
nber of things which he said remained
onal prerogatives of the crown, Among
e, he said, is the prerogative of mercy,
prerogative of being the fountain of
or, the prerogative of initiating a1
ncial measures, the prerogative of
uding treaties, aud the prerogative
© command of troops. If Mr. Monk
read more closely his constitutional
bry he will tind that the clemency of
TOWN a8 an act of mercy has never
exercised since the accession of Queen
oria and by his commission the Gover-
ieneral of Canada is expressly depriv-
any such prerogative, The preroga-
of the command of the troops can only
ercised through a secretary of state
the prerogative of the command of

r. MonKk as a Constitutionalist.

troopsin England is exercised ouly through
the secreiary of state for war. Ministers
or state are responsible fcr every exercise
of the kingly authority, The prerogative
of choosing a prime minister was loug ago
declared by distinguished parliamentary
uuthority in England to be the only prero-
gative left to the Crown. The Doke of
Wellington declared that this was the sole
act of personal government now exercised
by the King and in 1845 Sir Robert Peel
said: ‘‘That is almost the only act which
is the personal act of the sovereign.’’ Sixty
years later Mr. Monk gravely telis a House
of Commens, the heir at law of a House
which fought to substitute itself for the
personal authority of the crowr, that the
control of the army, the finances, the grace
of pardon, and the apportioning of port-
folios remain vested in the King! The
member for Jacques Cartier must be a I1-
neal descendant of the Bourbons, As a
matter of fact these prerogatives are ob
solete. -For instance the prerogative of the
Crown to veto has neverbeen ‘nvoked since
the reign of Queen Anne.

Mr. Mook coald have had no other ob-
ject in insisting that _the Crown retains
the prerogative of the command of the
troops than to endeavor to make ont that
Lord Dundonald, as general officer com-
manding the wilitia represented in some
way or other the head of the executive.
What a strange argument to inject into a
discassion of a free parliament' My,
Monk asserted that the command which
We can exercise today uver the armed force
is obtain d_by what he would call “intri-
cacies in parlinmeutary procedare.””  That
is the best term Mr. Monk can find for the
broad constitational doctrinethat not a sel-
dier can be moved, not u military appoint-
ment made, not a waggon load of supplies
started, without the initiative of the secre-




