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boit of tlie enter door was withdrawn. The buge flue mius
bave acted like a tolophone, for I board ovory sound wvîtl
ht irfuI distinctness. First thiore ivas a pause by the door o
tho sitting room, thon breathiug i it, Mien wvhispering.

"I beard Thomas distinctly, whon hoe said:-
"'She isn't bore; sbu's gone te bud; but the maonoy is iii

the iibrary.'
<t 1 Bu cautieus,' advised a strange voico, t and we may noi

bave te hurt lier.'
<t Thoy carefuiiy rotrented, and my heart struckz off the

seconds against my ribs in a way thtît %vas sullucatimtg, tor .1
know, that thoir search would sioon lie over, and what thon 'i

fila leas tban two minutes they 'vore wvhispering in the
roem again.

Il t Coiifound lieri 1 aspirated Thomas, t sho took the
menoy iili lier.,

"et Thion we'lI have it if-'
't Thie pause meant ail that words could cenvey.
't The coid swent was cemning eut efc very pore of my body

The dust of tbo creesete liad ponutrated my mouth aud
nostriitt, and I liad to take one baud from the ropo in their
absence and place a fluger uipon my 1 ips te prevent sneezing.

"' &Core burry,' was tlie nngry wvatchwerd exchanged
betwecn (hem, aud 1 licard the stitirs creaking as they
ascendcd to ny cliamber. Thomas ivas familiar with al
the houïo.

"Wby did I net drop dowvn and escape oulsido?
"Fireît, thon, they lad iocked the outsido door and witb-

drawn the koy te prevent, a surpriee fromn witheut. Second,
(bore might bu a (bird ceufedurato otside. But the most
important reason of ail was, it seemed te me, (bat 1 nover
couid get eut of (ho aperture that hiad allowed nie outrance

iet the chimney. I ran the risk et discovery and death in
any case.

"lOh why did net niy fathor and bis companion rotura ?
It miglit ho heuri first.

"9Tbov Lad fouud me absent frein niy dhatber sud the
udjeining reome. Thoy ne longer ust:d oxtreme caution.
Tliey burried fromn oneoapartment te the other. 1 could fei
tho jar of moviug furniture, aud cioset doors were epened
liastily. The uppor part of tbe bouse wag ranpacked, and
thon they came down stairs upon tho rua. Time was precicus
te tbem now. Wilh dreadfal oatbs they rummaged (bu Ione
flora, and fiualiy returned te (ho sittiug.room.

"' I aaw (ho ight bere Iastý' said Themas, moving with
bis lamp across thie room, ' and bore ia thu iamp on tht, table.'

ci'tShe must bave got eut.
"' Noi 1 watdliod for ber, and every wiudotv is fastened

on (lie inside.' Then ho con(inued ; ' Curse lier 1 sbes a
witchl' suad baffied thoy steod and ponred esîha after me.
'I'd like te catch ber new,' ho gieund it ont betwsonu
bie toc-th.

"'4Shail we searcli more!'
cg4It's ne use; we've turned ovor everything under wbicb

a mouse couid bide.'
4" What, thon? Shall we waylay tho old mçtn and fix

hlm?'V
"cThey liaven't the moey; it was ieft bore.'
If'The éeliar,' suiggested thie voice.
<' Once more (bey dashied eut oniy te return ini hot haste

LrJw; for (bore was tbe trot and rumbie ef a herse and car-
riage on the bridge betwet n us sund tlie city.

Il'«Stay,' urged tho str,.nger, 4 ti ump up sorne kind of a
atory and we may socure tlie-mouoy yet.'

t 't'à I would,' returued, Thomas, ' but the giri's a witch, and
i in just êure that site iB somoewhoro near us ahi (the time,
f and wouid baud nie over te justice'-

"t There vas a scamper outilide, and tlie souixi of foot
ruuniug teward flic river came dclown the wido moutb at the
top of lthe chimnoy. Father ani Captain Boaweil drove inte
tîte yýad and sil te the door, just as lthe dlock struck twelve.

"t lrswel],' said lie,' & e eortainly saw a liit bore wlion we
came down lte btill.'

"t Quick, Jitson,' said tlie captain, ' there las been foui.
play bure.'

Foui pisy ? Miy Ged I my puer littie girl.
"'Father,' 1 stteve to cail, but the first attempt clioked in,

dust sud soot, on led iii a hysterical cough.
't 4 Whiere t (at? Wbat is it ?'1 called rny distracted.

fallier, and hoth mon dashcd fer the iibrary.
I1 uon, streve te descend, but tlie ruevement brought

down busheis ef mortar snd broken bricks from ail aides, aud
closod up) tle flue. 1 bethonglit me of (ho repe, ami by
sticking my tocs in bore and there I went up (ho chimney
hnd oer baud.

"lAgile as a cat, wbon 1Ireached (tetopeof tlowchirncy
f spraug down uipon (ho roof and bogan caliig leudly for
father.

t' You sbouhi bave heard (hema rn (Irougi (lie bouse and
halieo bofore tbey locatcd my voico. At last tho Captain
came eut of devra.

ci" W<iii yen get me a indder, pleaso,' said 1, 'I1 want te get
dowu from bero.'

'it A iadder, Jase»,' ahonted the Captaiu, t the littie girl is
on the roof.'

't' Fei r tho love of Ifeaven, girl, liow came yen (bore?
said uîy father, as 1 ianded tipon thbe grond and began sliaking
the soot frem nîy ciothos.

"- 1 weut up (hon, througb the chimnov, papa. But you
had botter put ni) the horse-yon wiii bave te groom bim.
yourêolf to.night-aud tbon 1 wilI tell yoîî ail about iM.

"iThe captain led nie iinto thie bouse, for I wvas (rembling
vioioutly.

"' Now,' said father, bLing absent ouly a moment or two,
ivitbont lettiug me bave time te mop (ho smutfrom rny face
aud bands i 'nov teol us wbat (bis muaus-my hittie girl
climbiug the ridge polo like acat atmidnigbt?'

tgIn a fewr moments matters wero expiainod.
"' -Thomas, (the villian t jacuiatedi my father; 'Lil have

bim. ifIi bave (o bunt (lie two continents fur hlm, sud lie shahl
bavc bis deaserts.'

" ie kept bis word. Thomas got a term in the State
prison.

"iWhcn I gave (ho Captain lus8 money I should bave burst
ont bt hysterical solbbing oniy I remembered (the soot in
lime te prevent shadiug atyseif in black crayon; aud Caiptain
Boswoli believod (batslatue aud bulk were not ahways.
cortificates of (ho best itateriala, and,-'

"9And," finisied-Dan, our jester, ILit may be said, tbat yen
attually flte te bis arme."

Sie smiled sud bowed as tho sonorons tones of (lie driver
came in ameug us :

'i tage ready, gentlemen."

As (bey wlio, for every sligît iufirmity, talco phy8ie te
repair (loir bealtb, do rather impair it; se (bey wlio, for
every trille are eager te vindicate their cliaractor, do ratlir
weaken it,-BurLe.


