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sing which they give us as models for Fractions should bc placed before the
our imitation. Let us examine one of (Compound Rules, and studied before
these. In the simple seidtence, "John them in the order of time. So I>er-
strikes the table ;"we are told " John " centage should corne before Ratio and
is the nominative case to the verb strikes, Proportion, and Proportion before Equa-
because it (the word) is the doer of the tion of Paymients.
action. We are toid the word " strikes " Thus aiso the irtelligent, progressive
is a verb, becauqe it acts, andi transitive, teacher, who is miaster of bis profession,
becausýe its action passes to the "word"1 shouli be able to correct, and improve
table, and that '"table" is in the objecti- upon the text-book. 11e should know
ve case governed by st,'ikes. thoronghly, not only the subject-matter

Properly understood and expressed, of the text-book, but the whole science of
the " word" John only indicates the which, the text-book treats; so that. if the
doer of the action, thc " word" strikes text-book were wiped out of existence, he
denotes the action, and the "word " could, like the Prussian teachers, from
table tienotes thc oject of the action. the fulness of bis own mind, and the ac-
The subject is a trord, the verb im a word, curacy of his own information, construct
and its o1)ject is aword. Tt inust, thcre- a text-book for himiself. " The teacher,"
fore, be non sense to say that the "' word " says Edward Everett, '-ought to know
John -Job n's naine-is the doer of the " of every thing muceh more than the
action, and not John himself. The ac- " learner can be expected to acquire.
tion does'nt, coîne froi the i~mbut '' The teacher must know things in a
froin the pcrson wrho, acta. Tt is equaily " miasterly way, curiously, niceiy, and
mislea ding to talk of the action of the " in their reasons. 11e must sec the truth
vert. Verbs are words, and words are " under ail its aspects, with its antece-
incapab)le of action. Finall, the action "dents and consequents, or lie cannot
denoted by the verb is directed not to "present it in just that shape in which
the " word, " but to the object represen. the young nîind can apprehiend it. Hie
tc(l by the word, table. " iuist as hie hoids the dianîiond up to

Wlîat is said of tlic inaccuiracy anti " the suni, turn its fiaccts round and
im precision. of text-books on 11ral.ai, "~ round tili the pupil catches its lustre."
may be sa:d, ufritis înuatand.q, of text- Noblessc oblige. '" The Professor should
books on other suibjects, Geography, PrQiCess."
Arithmcetic and History. In Geography The system of educating which. for-
we oftcn find glaring mnistakes in the re- merly prevailed in miost l)rilnary sehools,
cor(le( l)opulation of (ities and in the was that of niaking the pupil commit
bound.ary lines betwccn provinces and faithfully to inemory ail tue printed
couintries. Geography is a progressive words of the text-book, with question
science, and 1)oth comnpilers and publi- and answer, chapter and verse. During
shers shouid kcep up with the tiines. In the recitation the teacher kept lus eyes
miany works on Aritlîmetic, the langua- fixed ou the book, wbilst the learner
ge of the text is ungrammatical, and the ratt.led off flhc words with the veiocity of
arrangements of the subjects illogical. a steam-enginc. If lie happened to hait,
Thus sorne text-books place the treatisc the teacher, by ivay of interrogating luim,
on " Compound Rules " before that on wouid read off one of the printed ques-
Fractions ; but every sehool boy knows tions at the bottom of the page, give him
that, fractions often atrise from operations a few words of the text, and start himn
in the Compound Rules ; consequentiy again on the "mrn. " If a boy happened
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