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noticed to rolats violently, in others less #o, whilo in
other places it remained quiescent. But on moving
along a line suppoted to correspond to a sobierran-
can i1}, it was continually in motion.

The oxperiment was performed in the presence of
soveral, some of whom held tho wrists of the experi-
menter, in order to satisfy themselves that he did not
deceive them, after which they tried, bat had no man-
ifestations, with the exception of the farmer, who,
although sceptical, found that ho was a8 good a me-
dium as the other.

Tho same trial has aince been several times repeat-
od, with always like results, and a wall waa dug in
ono of the indicated spots, which Aappened to yield o
& plentifal supply of water.

Now, I am satiafled that the last person has no in-
tention to decelve, and is as much m;stified as an
one. If thero is any virtus then in the fork, (which
can hardly credit), what aro the explanations?

A.D. A
Armoyr, Dec, 2nd, 1867,

Axs.—We are not prepared to give a decided opin-
ion on the above subject. The alleged explanation
of the ¢ divining rod ”” by those who use and have
faith in it, is on the principles of electricity. A full
discussion of this subject, pro and con., appeared in
the Cavapa FinMer of Sept. 15, 1864 (Vol. I, p. 266),
to which we beg to refer our correspondent.

Township Scoieties,

To the Editor of TRE CaNADA FaRMER:

Sm,—In looking atthe proceedings of the lato Agri-
culturel Convention, and likewise your remarks on
the subject of centralization of Agricultural Societies,
23 well as hints thrown out from other quarters, I
observe therc js a tendency to do away with Town-
ship Societies, or so to lessen their influence as to
make the County Societies the point of aftraction.
Having been connected with one or both societies for
about twenty-five years, I beg to state the result of
my experience on the above subject. Firat, Town-
sbip Socleties (gencrally) have a larger show and
more competitorsthan tLe CountySocieties. Secondly,
the Townships will each far exceed the County So-
cieties in number of members. I have been in the
habit of soliciting names for the County and Town-
ship Societies, and always found that I could get five
for the Township more easlly than one for the County
Society; and if the funds were greater for the Town-
ahip Socioties they would bo sustained much better,
Thirdly, CountySocieties aresustained byafewleading
sgriculturists, and the large mass of farmers stand
algof with the idea that the funds are secured by the
few. Fourthly, persons living at some dlstance from
a County town, and not having much to exbibit, wonld
frecly exhibit in the Township in which they reside,
but will not travel to the County exhibitions. The
parties referred to as not falling in with County
Socjeties are far more numerous (and influential
too) than is conceived of by any person except resi-

dents.

The primary object of the Government grantis to
ﬂlmminowledgei create circulation, and benefit the
people genenally, and not to bolster up a fow 1o the
neglect of the many. If the public funds are to be
appropriated for the community at largs, ¥ wonld
say take the best stops o secure tho much—desired
end.’ Letsuch information bo elicited from Town-
ship as well &3 from County Socleties a8 will enablo
our Legislators to make such a law as will reach the
community at Iarge.

From the above and other facts, I am of opinion
that County Societies ought 1o merge altogethorinto
the Township Socleties;and not vice versa; then the
greatand small wonld mest together on fair and
equal terms, and tho henefit of the Soclsties would be

more widely diffused.
JOHN BARNARD.
Oskwaod, Deccmt_)er 11th, 1867.
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Norrxezs Marorreo.—~Mr. €. E. Whitcombe, of
Payls, writes :—\ Would you or one 6fyour numerors
correspondents  kindly reply to tho following
queriea:~How long will i tske & Bickory tree,

‘Eaglizh Walnut and Canadian Cheslaut, respoctivoly,
when transplanted as saplings, to arrive at their full
bearing 1V

Axs—Through the courtesy of Mr. Georgo Leslie,
of tho Toronto nurscrics, we are ablo to give the
opinion of a practical and experienced gardener in
reference to tho above enquiry. In Mr. Leslio's
opinion, it would requiro eight or ten years for tho
trces in question to bear folly. They ave all hard
trees to transplant successfolly, and the English Wal-
nut is quite tender In the vicinity of Toronto.

BerTLERY’ AssocraTioN, MrsKori.—A communica-
tion from this association only just received, and too
Iate for insertion in the present issue, will be pub-
lished in our next.

The Nelv__ Volume,

We comupience with this number a New Volums, and
beg to sollclt the earnest co-operation of oficers ot
Agricnltural Societics, and the friends of Agrionl-
turs generally, in {ncreasing the’cireulation of
“Tho Farmer.” Wo believe the Paperis doinga
go0d work among the agricultural community;
but to obtain thefull benefit of ita publication, ita
circulationmustbeextended until every farmerin
thecountryisnumberedaniongitaréaders. Terms
of subscription will befotina elsewhere

——

Bonndi«_)_lumes.

Tho present volume of “ THE CANADA PARMER” is
now ready, consisting of 24 npumbers, and com-
prising 330 pages of reading matter in a bound
form. The binding will be charged 30 centsin
addition to the sudscription price, making $1 30
in all for the voiame. Parties desirous of hav-
ing thelr Nos. for the past year bound, will
Dleans send them to us prepald, securely packed,
with their name and address, together with 30
cents in stamps or otherwise, and we will return
them dound, Vols. I, I, and IIL, containing the
numbers for the years 1864, 1865 and 1858, as
well as the volume just completed, may also
e had in bound form at §1 30 per volume.

e Canady Lovmer,

TORONTO, CANADA, JANUARY 1, 1868.

Volume Five,

‘We bave much pleasure in again wishing oar nu-
merous readers “ A Harpy NEw YEAR” 48 we ad-
dress ourselves to the labours and responsibilities
copnected with another volume of this journal.
Amid the many engagements of a busy life, time flies
fast, and it seerus but as yesterday since tha first edi-
torial was indited for the Cavapa Famxen, Yet four
yeers have elapsed,—eventful, changeful years,—
concerning which, if this were a journal of news, it
would be easy to pen a page or two of condensed
reminiscences about things in general. We may not,
however, invade tho province of the newspaper, but
must keep within the limits of our own peculiar do-
malin.

That in agricultural affairs these have been years
of improvement and progress, is, we think, undeni-
able. Without golng into particulars, or adducing
evidence, this may gafely he assumed as o fixed and
edmitted fact. There is an instinctive consciousness
of growth and advancement, which is especially
characteristic of a young country, and along with
this, wo are able to point with pride and pleasure to
many substantial marks of progress. We might,
dounbtless, bave made more rapid improvement than
wo have done; yst in tho development and applica-
tion of our resources, our style of farming, the educa-
tion, home comfort, culture, and woalth of our peo-
ple, groat things havo been accomplished. The Cana-
dian Farmer is “coming up.” Year by year his
occupation commands greater respect, and his in»-
portance to the commonwealth is more clearly per
ctived. This will continueto be the case a5 our agri-

cultura! population rises in tho ncalo of intelligence,
and secures for itsclf a moro thorough educational
fitness for its duties. This upward tendency of things
is replete with encouragement to those concerned in
the conduct of agricultural journals, for as the scionce
of farming becomes bettor understood, such journals
cannot fail to bo more widely taken and more highly
appreciated. It is very ploasant to feel not only that
there is an intrinsic interest about one’s vocation,
but that it has the stamp of usefulness upon it. It
has become almost a proverb, that he who succeeds
in making two blades of graes grow where only one
grew beforo, is o benefactor to mankind. It is for
this anad similar results of bencfaction and blessing
that we are at work : to render tue wilderness fruit-
fal ; the sofitary place bright, beautiful and vocal
with life ; to bring abundance to the lap of our conn-
try, and mako its homes abodes of peate and plenty.
In the prosecution of these beueficent objects there
aro no clashing interests, and no sources of discord
or alienation, as is the case in the advocacy, even
from the purest and most patriotic matives, of politi-
cal opinions. We occupy a region high above the level
of the storms that gather in tho political sky, and
have the satisfaction of knowing that the information
we impart, the principles we teach, and the practical
directions we give, are acceptable and usefal to peo-
ple of all nationalities, politics and creeds. The
Caxapa Far¥ER knows no distinctions of race, party,
or sects, and aims to render itself an agrreable, use-
ful, welcome visitor to every houschold in which it
can gain admittancoe.

Our career thus far has been successful beyond our
most sanguine hopes. The circulation of this paper
has been larger the psst year than during any pre-
vious year, and we se¢ no reason why it shounld not
continue to increase. Most flattering expressions of
interest and satisfaction are constantly reaching us.
Qur correspondence ecnlarges and improves. We
havo a most eficient editorial staf. The country is
prosperous.  We on our part shall spare no pains to
make this a first-class agricultural journal. Our
agents will use every endeavour to push its circula-
tion, and we are confident that our readers generally
will do what they can to increase our list of snbseri-
bers. We again invite our friends all over the coun-
try to lend us their valusble co-operation, especially
by sending items of agricultural intelligence, resuits
of personal experience in farming, and free expres-
sions of opinion an all matters of rural interest. As
heretofore stated, we are not particular about the
garb in which these things come to hand. Of course
it is very pleasant for an editor to get a nicely writ-
ten and well composed piece of copy all ready for
the printer, but we do not grudge the labour of put-
ting anything valuable into propershape. Qurfriends
may therefore write froely. Many practical men,
through lack of early advantages, do not wield the
pen of the ready writer, and, on this account, shrink
from putting their thoughts on paper. We beg such
o dismiss their modest hesitation, and do their best.
The department of ““Correspondence ” hasbeen thus
far one of the most prominent and useful features of
this journal, and we are anxicus that in this particu-
lar, as in all others, the Cavapa FarueR should not
only hold its own, but steadily improve. It will do
80, if our patrons not only read our pages, but write
for them. .

MoxTrREAL VETERNARY ScROOL~—TheMontresl Vete-
rinary School has opened its winter session under
favorable auspices, An admirable inaugural lecture
was delivered by Mr. McEachren, under whose direc-
Uon the School is conducted. The subject of the
lecture was *Endemic Diseases in Horses.” Had
space permitted, wo should have been glad to have
given some extracts from a condensed report which
wo bave received. Mr. MoEachren seems well quali-
fied Tor bis important post, and we very cordially
wish zuccess to this most useful institution.



