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California'Wheat Rings.

The wheat.ring system of California lias been reduced
ta a science. Practically, the entiro expurt and carrying
trade in gram is monopolized by a select few who, already
fat with the profits of thoir own investinents, have re-
cently invented a plan of operations by which thecir cofers
are equally well replcnisihed without the risk of a single
dollar. They ara now, in fact, operatîng on the capital of
those they have already flecced, the farmers. They arc
loading ships with wheat and dispatching ticmn for the
European markets withouit havmug a dollar of their own
mnoney invested mn that wheat, and by this saine operation
are completely destroying all demand for wlheat for ex.
port at any price. And the strangest part of this trans.
action is, that they have got tho farier to become parties
to and promoters of the whule scheime, notw'itlistaumdîng it.
is al done at their exponse and ta their great disadtan.-
tage. The operation is this: The gram buyers, througi,
their agencies, which ara located m all the wheat-growmn
sections of the State, ascertain as nearly as may bu. tl.a
amount of wheat te ha exported. They then get controi
of the noceetary shipping to carry this wicat to market.
They then fix upon a price for wlheat alongside the vessels,
which, of course, is low as comnpared te the Enropeain
market prico. This price they caumme to he quoted mn all
tho commercial papers of the Bay City, and th saine is
copied into ail the local papers of the State. In conne.-
tien with this quotation, iowever, they inanage to have it
stated in all cases that Liera is little or no demand. They -
then instruct tloir agents throughout the country ta ke o
and represent wheat as dull and not wanteil at any price
-that is, they are not wanting te buy. Foi the accom.
modation of fariners, however, who havo net the mseans of
storing all thoir wheat, they will take all the wheat that
may be offered-that is, they will borrow it of the far-
mers, and will agree that within a certain stipuilated tuine
they wil], on demand, return ai equial ainaunt of w-hcat,
or will pay for the same te thon market price, at the
option of the loaner, the fariner. Thsus the wheat buyers,
all of whom are comnbincd Lu intorested in the oeration,
are managing te get possession of large quanititws of wieat
without the invastnicut of a dollar of ticir O.& UIty,
and with it to fill their ordurs and suv±îly th Eturopean
demand, while the farmers in thIar igiorance aild ilmîo.
conce work on and wait for wheat te rise se they may de.
mand a return of their loaned w-heat or its equivalett in
gold. And so they may work and w'ait mm %ami, fur wihat
is tiere te produce a rise of wlicat under time circim.
stances? The real demand for export lias been supplied,
and the ring of wicat buyers, with th inoney in tlieir
poîkcts, are inasters of th situation. Thuty doun't want
te buy wheat, and there ara no other buyers. They al.
ready have the fariners' wheat, and the money for it, and
of course wheat will romain dull and the prices rule low.
The wlcat ring will not be in any hurry te part with the
noney they have obtained it this \vay, nor will tiey be
anxious te put uit the price of wheat, but the tinte will
couie when the fariners will be iuider Lie necessity of re-
albzmug somethmng for thir crop te pay expnses aund debts,
and just about that time wheat wdll bo myster:ously very
dull and low, aud then the ring will profess to have plenty
of wlcat, and will b anxiouis te return all they borrowed.
As a compromise however, and ta get out of the scrape
they have got mto, they will give the farmer the money
at present rates, nd just te actommodate them, though
they do this at a sacrifice.

Dairying in America.--Au English Opinon.
A couple of weeks ago we had the plcasure of a call

fron Mr. John Oliver, the I:n&lisi dair man, whose naume
is net unfamnîliar to the readers of the UANA- Fannist.
Mr. Oliver bas now soent saume four mtonths un -New York
State, and Ontario, ..as visited sone of the best factories
and compared notes w ith the leadsng owners and mam-
facturers. Ims objcct mn usmsitng thlb country was the it.
troduction of th Chcddar system of chcsc-maukmiig, whichi
h. has already dcscribed in a condcnsed form n articles
contributed te the May and June issucs of our paper. In
the course of a conmversation wilth him, wo Icarnt that in
his opmnion the great majority of thc Ibuildmugs now in use
for the manufacture of chees and butter, are conatructed
on wrong principles, and in many cases without any re.

gard being paid to the convenience of the maker, and that
until the evil is remedied by the erection of factories and
creameries on practically scientific principlea, perfection in
the manufacture of dairy goods will not be reached. In
tho makiug rooms he found in soïne cases a great quantity
of waste space ; this was travelled over and ólcaned daily,
adding not only to the labor, but aise to the cost of the
building; in others the maker and hii employees were
awkwardly situated from want of working room. The
floors were often badly laid, in many cases the boiler was
in the makingroom and within à few feet of the vats. In
some instances, however, the energetiè owner had en
deavored to arrange his building as perfectly and conveni-
ently as possible, though such instances were few. The
curing rooms, ho said, were seldon fit to cure cheese in,
the walls boardced on the outside only, were not sufficient
proteution against cither the heat of July or the cold of
Novenber ; the windows in most instances vere needing
autside shutters to cover them from the hot glarc of the
nid.day sun; and he found the temperature as indicated
hy their own thernometers during the warm weather to
be about 900 Fah., when in spite of the sovere heat of the
past summer it need not have rison above 70'. It is not
*surprising, he thinks, that it is more difficult to turn out
tine-flavored cheese lu summer than in autumn. It would
be unreasonable to expect any cheeso te pass through such
au ordeal as thrce weeks at 900, and come out uninjured.
He found a fow factorics vhere with double walls, venetian
shutters to the windows, and the habit of opening the lat.
'er during the mght, and closing then by day, a far lower,
and more equable temperature was obtained than is gener.
ally the case. There h not a point more important than
the control of tho temperature in both manufacturing and
curing rooms, and noue more constantly neglected by
owners and chccse-makers.

Thraugh the energy of varions furnishing firms, dairy-
mon have beau enabled to provide thonselves with valu-
able implements and fittings, among which may be
mnutioned tho Fraser press, which he (Mr. Oliver) found
in use iu many factnries, and with theni as an almost in-
variable consequence well-presscd, shapely cheese. The
curd mill by Messrs. Joncs & Falkner, of Utica, N.Y., the
Wlanchard churn, and the Cunningham butter worker, are
in his opinion, the best yet lu use in the classes te whichl
they belong. The surroudings of some factories, ho said,
were most objectionable, the whey tanks located ncar the
buildings, and open to the air, that every breeze miglt
waft the noxious perfume into the factory, where, with
open windows, the night's nmilk lay cooling. The drains
by which the liquid refuse of the making room flowed
away wero aisa open, and rendeed the whcy tanks ail
possible aid lu impartiug to the milk that taint of which
we have all hoard sa much. In almost every Dairymen's
Convention, a discussion has been held for tho purpose of
discoveriog a system by w'hieli tainted milk may be made
into good clcese. Yet the evil still exists,.and " sum'
mer " cheese is the constant vexation of both maker and
buyer. WMhat is necded, Mr. Oliver thinks, isthat factory
mon should rcnmove stinkiug wvhey vats, and open drains,
rendering the surroundings aIl that could be desired in
point of cleanliness and freedon from all objectionable
odours; and that the farmera should feed their cattle on
wholesomo fool and spring water, instcad of allowing them
ta graze in ficids which are little better titan swamps,
wbre the grass is hard and reedy, and the water stagnant
and poisonous. He suggests that in view of the old
*flaating curd" discussions, the. Dairymen' Association
sbould at its next meeting -spend all the timme it can spare
in finding out the best and quickeat way .to get nd of the
evd ; and that next year the rarity of floatmng curds may
show with what vigor the neccssary changes dave becn
effccted. ".Strange" Mr. Oliver continues, " that -the
truth of-the old proverb 'prevention is better than cure'
should neyer bave occurred te thosc who are se mntimately
connected with the dairy interest, when the vexed ques-
tion bas been tho subject of lengthly speeches by the
authorities, fullowed by protracted debates, of the carnest-
nos of which we may judge from the reports with which
wo are favored by the Associatiort and the agricultural
pres.." Hea says to the farmer, in place of swamp grass,
and stagnant water, he would rocommend that the land be
cultivated and the soilhng system adopted. The wiaàom
of such a course would soon ho proved by the incrcased
quantity of milk, with its plcasant accompaniment of an

addition te the farmer's income; while the dairymen
could rejoice in the purity of the material now recived
without a dread of " floaters," which, up te the present,
have been se commuon during the "l ot spell " of the
American summer. There are of course circumstances as
yet beyond the control of both farmer and maker, but
leaving this out of the question, great improvements iay
be effected by doing at once what may now bo done."

But true to the system ho advocates, and the object of
his visit, Mr. Oliver assured us that, satisfied as he was,
that by the American style of manufacture a keeping
quality of cheese cannot be produced ; that the Cheddar
system will, taking the lead, soon prove its smuperiority,
and its adoption be only a question of time ; lie is now,
after having travelled among our factories with so good an
opportunity of deciding upon the value of his opimns,
mare thoroughly convinced than ever of their correctuess.
Weil aware that, in introducing his system, he will on-
counter the saute prejudice and conservatisin wthich bave
opposed the march of science in all ages ; that every dis-
advantage, real or imaginary, which may scem to attach
itself te that system, will be sought outtand argued against
its adoption ; and that many untoward cireumstances will
for a time npmede its movenients and provents its gaining
the full confidence of the dairy interest ; he des not imtend
to leave the field ta opponents and doubters, but will con-
tinue to urge the introduction of the system which han
achived sich great results lu Britain. The objection
wimich lias, %ye uudcrstand, heen gencrally raiscd, viz.:
tlat the dhfference between te cliînate et lilg aid and
America does and will provent dairymen on this side of
the Atlantic fron producing as fine oods as the English
nakers, Nr. Oliver bolieves to be attogetier unfoundce .

"th igitlîey may net,>' he says, *1 njny the cooluora
of the English summer in the city or on the farm, I am
perfectly satisfied that they may do se mu the curing raot,
by constructing it upon principles which both common
soute and science lay dawu as correct. But this change
alomie %vill net ho suffloient, for theo Amnerican makers in
England have failed to make a kceping quality of goods,
althoigh they have mthe advantage of the muci coveted
cool summer weather." Consequently l nswer te the
question "lew eau w. îroduce fi..laord cejiiig
clicese?" iesays etAdopt tlie edd systedkpi

Speakîmg of the desire evsuced by the majority of makers
to show as large a yield of curd in proportion ta the quan-
tity of milkas possible, '\r. Oliver said "I have come to
the conclusion. t vlat I have sce and hourd amoîg
Emîglisît :ud Autierucan dairynien, that at tha rosent tîme,
wit Lhe apphanes now mii use, vte cannot prot lice f omi the
saine quantitý of milk a very large quantity of cheese, and
that of a very fine quality That ve shall do se ut some
future period 1 bave ne doubt. I have fondthat those
makers whso boasted et their lai-ge yscld et cuîrd iad aliost
mvariably goods lackmng umîîfornuty, and of a etcuiid iato
quality."

On enquiring ihat he thouglit of the Canadian share of
the Centeirial dairy display, Mr. Oliver repiied, "Tisa
houera won by tie Caniadian ecse ut Pi lLadeIp)hla de0
net reflect as nuch credit on the makers as if the Aurierican
dairymen siad entered thoroughly into the competition.
Neitîer the dairy commissionuers nor the imanagement of
the exhib;ts were popular with the leadîug dairymen ou
the Unmted States, consequently but fkw of thein cntcred,
tieir gonds for exhibition.

The Eolicy of the Senson.
.. 1s pretty evident now that the -wheat crop of the yer

will net realize a fortune for the fariner. Ilis profits for
this season must be looked for in soine other directions,
anud .aninly, we think, in that of fecding his coarser grains
and converting them into marketable beef, pork, mutton,
lard and, tallow, all of which will be bura te command
good prices if they are of the rglit stanp. The hay ci op
i very large, sufliciently se te supplement mont other
stock-feeding deficiencies, se that, upon the whole, the
opportunities afforded in this special line are above aver-
age. The fall months, particularly September anm Octo-
ber, are eminently feediig eonths, t tinie destined hy
nature for layîug iu a stock et fatty niatter to keep up
animal heat durmng wimter. If only attended te m time,
ai increase of live wighlt may be more easily mada now
than at any other period. Let the cattle not roim about
te mucl ii baro pastures. A savingof fo ut a sacrifice
o! fiesh is a dead bass. Let tisera ue ue falling off new,
and the wmter wdll have becn half providcd tor by die
end of Nc.cuber. A ,gallen of mill fted in October i
worth a gallois and a half at Christmai. Fat stock eau be
mucli noe casily carried te tho firat of April tuan 1 i
stock te Lime bcgmnuing of Jauuary. Titis i a tact weli
known te al expercnccd feeders. Let evcrythmg that
can be -turned ut pork, beef or nmuttla ie carefully
hantdled ad made te go as far as tpssible, and, above &Il,

cura te ight chis by f rtock-t<lormghbred or high'-
cromud canir ntl-which ar by tar thi meost w.roliabl
tram. cvcry point et vicw.
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