52 THE CHRISTIAN.

guided by him.  From that period we have assembled regularly on the
rst day ofthe week. The Lord has been pleased graciously to coun-
tenance us. Our beginning was indeed small ; we were few and despi-
sed ; but walking, as I trust, in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort
of the Holy Spirit we have been greatly multiplied. We had soon the
satisfaction of choosing two of our brethren, with whese qualifications
we were entirel satisfied, as our elders. Their labors of love have
been much blessed, and one and another has from time to time been
added to our number. Our communion commenced,” he continued,
“ in the full conviction that we were yielding obedience to the Lord
Jesus. And now we have increasing experience of the truth, of our Sa-
viour’s declaration, that if any man do his will he shall know of the
doctrine whether it be of God. 'We have no standard but the will of
our Master ; and this we find so clearly stated in the scriptures, that,
with the teachable spirit of disciples, we are in no danger of misunder-
standing it.” ¢ The brethren,” said I, ‘‘appear to have much love to
each other.”—* Yes,” he replied, “ we know the benefits of christian
fellowship, by coming together into one place on the first day of the
week, and regularly observing the ordinances of Christ, we not only get
better acquainted, but our interest in each other is greatly promoted.
If a brother or a sister be absent, they are immediately missed, and in-
quiry is made for them. Our elders know well the situation of every
individual ; and in case of distress the church is particularly informed.
Thus our sick or otherwise distressed brethren, are not neglected.—
Christian sympathy is excited,and we are stirred up to the duty of weep-
ing with those that weep. In short,” continued ke, ¢ we have convin-
cing proof of the wisdom of all the appointments of Christ, and how
eminently the observance of them is calculated to cherish and mature
every christian grace, the people of God are not aware of the loss they
sustain by neglecting any one of them.” I was much gratified,” said
I, “ by the short exhortations of the brethren to-day ; is every brother
called on to exhort in the church 7’ “Yes,” he answered, ¢ we think
the commandment to exhort one another, can be hmited no othewise,
than by a brother possessing no talent for it. It is the duty of our elders
to take care that the edification of the church be not marred ; and if a
church be composed of real disciples, abuses will rarely occur. We
have no right to make laws to ourselves ; it 13 our province to follow im-
plicitly the injunctions of our master. A few Sabbaths ago, one of our
brethren spoke on the consolations which the gospel affords to believers
under the heaviest trials, and with much feeling urged the duty of cor-
dial submission to the will of God. The advice came with peculiar im-
pression from one whose deep affliction was well known to his brethren.
Indeed, who that knows the Lord is not fitted to suggest a word in sea-
son, and how gracious is the Saviour’s appointment, that his disciples
should comfort one another with the words of truth. Individual expe-
rience thus becomes a general benefit. The Lord Jesus, my friend,
bestows gifts on his people, and every one knows that gifts are impro-
ved by exercising them.” But doesnot the singularity of your obser-
vance, draw upon you the censure of others 1" 1 believe it does;



