LESSON XII et MAR 20

John the Baptlst Beheaded
Maitt. xiv 1-12. Memory verses, 6-10. .

TI—IE MESSENGER.

N -‘_Jesus knows bhy conﬂict,
 Hears.thy burdened. sigh;’

". “When the heartis wounded,
"Hears the plaintive cry;
‘He thy soul. will strengthen, -
Overcome thy.fears;, = -

©  He will’ send thee oomtort
" Wipe-away thy: tea.rs. T

- —Ira. D. Sankey. U

Lesson Hmts

' ‘Herod'—Antipas, son of Herod the Grea.t.
“Tetrarch’ — a tributary prince, originally

* . the word meant ‘ruler ' of -a fourth - part’

Golden T ext

‘Keep thy ‘heart with. all dxlhgence' N
(Prov. .

) %or out of it are the issues of 11re
V.,

- Home Readmgs.

M. Mmtt xiv., 1-18, — Johm: the’ Ba.ptist e~

headed
. T. Mark- vi,, 14- 29.—Herod’s gmlty conscx-
ence.
W. Dan. v, 1-31. — Belshazzer's ~drunken
feast. N . ‘ )
. Prov. iv., 14-27~—Keep thy heari w—im all
dllhgenee
P. I. Thess. v., 1-28.—‘Let us watch and be'
. sober.’
S. Rom. xiu 1-14 — ‘Not in rioting and
drun.kenn

S. Eph v., 1-21 ——‘Be not drunk with wxne’

" Lesson Story

Herod the tetrarch or ruler of Galilee,
had slain- John the Bapust forerunmer ot
Jesus, and was now ‘haunted by the fear that
. this. prophet had arisen from the dead in
the.person. of Jesus Christ, -

Herod put John the Baptist in prison be-
cause John had fearlessly rebuked him for a
terrible sin. Herod had married his own
brother's wife, while his brother was yet

alive, her name was Herodias. They were. -

Very, very angry.with John, and would have
killed’ him' right away ha.rl they not' Teared
the peopl who looked upon’bim as a pro-
phet. So John languislhied in prison: for
some-monthis. .
a great feast as it was his birthday.: Ths
-daughter of Herodias went into the banquet

ha,ll ‘and danced before Herod and his com-'

panions. Herod was so delighted with her
performance that -he" promised. to give her
anything she chose to ask for, evem if it
should be half of his kingdom.

Then the dancing girl’s eyes spa.rkled with
“triumphant cruelty, for her motler had told
her what she should ask for, - Boldly she
.made her request, With sickenmg callousness
she replied, ‘Give me- here Jolm Baptist’s
head in a charger)

Herod was taken aback, he had expected

somo plea for rich jewsls or gorgeous attire.

The request sobered him somewhat; he did
not want to kill John, he was still afraid of
what the people mx,,ht say, but he was still

mere afraid of the nobles who sat at his-

feast. He had promised before them, and
fell, that in their sight he must fulﬁl his
wicked oath, so he gave orders to his ser-
venis to go and behead John the Baptist and
‘bring the head on a platter toitho dancing
girl, who took it to her mother.

The forerunner of- the Messiah perished:

thus miserably in the eyes of the world, but
for him a glorious cntrance was gra,nted
into the everlasting heaven. His followers
buried the mortal remains of John the Bap-
tist, and carried their grief-stricken  hearts
to him who alone has healing balm for all
such wounds.

Josus Christ gives comfort which is
strength.. S

Lesson Hymn.

Jesus knows thy sorrow,
Knows thine every care;

- Knows thy- deep contrition,
Hears thy feehlest prayer;
Do not fear to trust him—
Tell him all thy grief;

Cast on him thy burden,
He will bring relief.

Trust the heart of Jesus,
Thom art precious there; -
Surely he would shield thes
From the tempter’s snare;
Safely he would lead thee,
By his own sweet way,

Out into the glory, -

Cf a brlghter day ’

-wrecked on ‘this rock of offence.

‘en to ruin of body and soul.
- ample point men on to heaven, are they sure

.One’ day Herod was having.

up broken heéarts?’

‘all your troubles.
‘cannot tell any one else, he will understand,

.sunshine of his love. -

Herod was ruler of Galilee and 6f Perea, be- -

yond Jordan, his yearly income is said.to
have been 3328 500.

‘Said unto his.servants’ — probably the
whole court was full of speﬂu]anons about
the miracle-working Prophet of Galiles. In
the thought of John the Baptist having risen
from the dead, Herod might find ‘a ceriain
consolation for the awful crime of Lis mur-
der. Then, again, if Jesus were but a re-
incama.tion of . John, he could-net be the
Messiah. - The other popular. idea. concern-

ing Jesus was that he was Elijah or that he’

was one of the old prophets come to hte
again. .

 ‘Daughter of Herodias danced’ — it was
very impropoer for a young girl to come be-
foro these drunken men. Dancing was

rightly considered a low pastime in which it’

was most unbecoming for any self-respect-
ing person to take part. ~Dancing has never
holped to save a soul, on the contrary, many
thousands of bright young souls have bezn
-One per-
son may dance with perfect safety, but an-
other takmg pattern from him, may dance
Doe" YOour ex-

of getting there if they follow your .steps?
‘Charger’—a. platier or large dish, R
~‘The king -Wwas sorry’—but he was a cow-

ard. . He -did not dare own up ‘to his fault

like 2 man. A bad promise is better broken’

than' kopt.
“Told Jesus —Who comfoxbed txhem Wxtdl hxs
divine  sympathy.-”

- Primary Lessorl.

‘Thety went and told Jesus d

The followers of John the Baptist ha.d
had‘a terrible sorrow. Their beloved leader
bad been killed by a cruel king to please a
wicked~ danrcing girl. Their hearts were
almest.broken with their loss, they felt, too,
that their own lives were in danger. What
could they do ? Which way should they
turn for comiort? -

Perhaps, after the quiet little funeral was
over, they stood around the grave for a
\vhile wondering what to do next. ' The day
seemed very dark and gloomy to. them.

Their way seemed fille¢ with clouds.. - It’

seemed to them as if the sun could never
again shine so brightly as it used to, the
birds could never again sing so snweetly for
them.  Life scarcely seemed worth living.

At last some one thought of a plan, and
the others all -followed. They.-did the

~only thing that c¢oull hring themn comfort,

the only thing that could make their lives
worth living, the only thing that has
brought comfert to any broken heart in all
the ages sinoce then — ‘they went and told
Jesus.’

Dear little people, sometlmes you’ “have'

great sorrows to bear. -Sometimes the world

seems very dark to you, sometimes you think’

your heart is broken. What can you do?
Did you ever hear of the person who binds

Come' angd tell Jesus
Tell him the things you

It is Jesus Christ.

he will help you. Jesus will heal your
wounded bheart. Jesus will c¢lear away the
clouds, and make every day bright with the
Jesus will comfort
you, as only . he can. In every trouble and
difficulty you will find that the best and
often. the only way out is to go a.nd tell
Jesus, and obey his voice of love. .

.‘Suggested Hymus.

‘Praise the Saviour,” ‘For all thy saints
who {from their‘labor rest, ‘Tell it to Jesus
alore,” ‘I must tell Jesus,’ ‘What a Friend
we havo in -Jesus,” “The best Friend to-have
is Jesus,” ‘Yield not to temptation,” ‘Out of
my bomdag:e’ 'I've found a Fnend in Jesus.’

Herod Antipas married -
the daughter ¢f Aretas, King of Arabia Pet-
rea, but sent her home when he saw and- °f
loved Herodias, his brother Phlhps wife. .
King Aretas promptly made war upon and’
-defeated the wretoched Herod, who some
years later was bamished for life to France. .

The Lesson Illustrated
This tells:its own story Herod weighed

“ {he law’ of God, his own knowledge of what
" was.-vight, - and .the:-life- of- a- good .man,
- against a- drunken - prormmse--a.nd to him 'the

bad’ promise- weighed heaviest: : - Theratore
ke executed Jobn, a.n.d therefore, God weigwh-

T o¥ HEROD

. Gonsmnemz

ed Herod in the balancs, and he was foufnd-

Wam.mg, and his kingdom taken from him.-

- If you cair borrow such a-pair of scales
it will be-an interesting change from the
blackboard work. 'Of ceurse youl can make
cardhoard models of ‘right? the ‘bad pro-
mise,’ and the ‘crown,’ of the right. weights
to produce these resulte, ‘

Practical Peints.
MARCH 20. — Matt xiv., 1-12.”
. A, H. CAMERON. '

A superstmous mind will trust .imagina-
tion or sentiment rather than Providence,
Veérses 1, 2. Ha who dares to do right will
not fear to rebuke wrong. Verses 3, 4. Tha
greatest cowards -are these . who. love dark-
ness, and will not come to the light lest
thelr deeds be reproved. Verse 5: 1. John

11, - A dancing girl was the meang-of
Jolm the Baptisi’s execution, Betler to
breo.k a bad oath than to keep it. Verses 6,

-It is often the.unexpected that happens,
&d King Herod was cavght in. his own

D.
fruth came to the rescue cf.a tottering will,
Verses 8, 9. The bleeding head of John tha
Baptist preached a sermon that stiil haunts
the memory of Herodias and her daughter,
Verses 10, 11. Silently, mournfully,
little group of tender-hearied

preacher, though the Master seems to.have
been absent from the funeral. Then .they
do what grief-stricken souls have dome so
often from then till now,—' we.nt. amd told
Jesus.” Verse 12.

Tiverton, Ont.

Christian Endeavor Topics.

Mar. 20.—The evils of all mtemperance “‘.,

Prov. :Lmii 20, 21, 29-35

~How Can We Do .Bettei°

Th esunenntendcmt ‘of a grcat and suceess-
ful Sunday-scheol, sometimes says, ‘During
thig weelk,
and soho]ars, to give at least ten minutes.to
thinkinzg how we may make our ‘sunday-
school better’ At a later meeting sugges-
tions are in order. No one is too insignifi
cant to be considered. Four-year-old Mavy
comes home from the infant-school and tells
mamma that she wishes some tnmgs were
done differently. Her childish notion may
b2 entirely impracticable; then, of cour:e,
nothing can be dome save {o help in becom-
ing wiser. But possibly the child is right.

. She wants something in Sunday-school. that

she does not get but might have. Tlen the

superintendent and tedchers set théir brains”

at work to devise some way in which little
Mary's need can be met. ‘This is only a
simple- illustraticn of the spirit of the good
school whose leaders mean to make it better,
Every suggestion’is considered. Many are
visionary. Scme come from chronic grambi-

., erg who find fault but never give a thought

to improvement. .. ‘Well, ‘whatever may be

the source of the hints or the spirit#vhich = .

prompis them, see if anything can be got
out of them for the gencral gcod. - Think

what needs improving and study how to do-

better. .
and may be going on unto perr[e(.tion g
ing Epistle.’

.Thus you are kept out of the ‘ruts,’

Neither moral courage ner -love of

the
disciples-
gather up for buridl the remains of the great

I wish every one of you, teachers:

‘le- )



