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PENANCU. tion, Amen, I say unto yous till heaven

Provrstayrs reject the Sacrament of and carth pass away, one jot or tittle of

Penance, and deny what they vead ex-'the law shall not puass, till all be fulfilled,
pressed in the clearest terins mw that very ; Matt, v, 17, 18,—that s, till all the types
seupture wlich they profess to malke and figurative allusions in the ceremoni-
their sole rule of faith, that Christ ever al observances of the old law find iheir
conterred on the pastors of Ins chuichfull spintual accomplishment in the new.
the power of forgiving sms. Now ono of theso figurative allusions,

Yet in what terms more plain and posi- {and @ most striking one, was the law of

uve could hc deciare that he conferred j¢he leprosy.—Lev. xih,  That lonthesome
such a power upon them, than 1o the ful. jand infectious disease was thereby sub-
lowng, when, breatlang upon them, hejected, not to the inspection and prescrip-
said, reccire ye the Iloly Ghost ; whose jtions of the physicians, but of the priests,
sns you shall forgive, they are forgien ¢ (10 shuw that sin, the leprosy of the suul,
and wchose suis you shall retain, they are shvuld be thus subjected in the new law

retancd.—John ax, 23,
Certun Protestants, particularly those

o the inspuction and prescraptions of the
Savivur's pricothood,  Ilence, intlc only

The Protestant says ho will confess his
sins only to God. Wo areall bound to
do so with humility and sorrow. DBut he
knows our sinfulness better than we do
ourselves. And however much the Pro-
testant may bonst lus familiarity with his
Maker, evon after griovously offending
him, he must own, after all, that the huin-
Lle diftidonco of the publican in the
gospely who durst not so muck as look up
to heaven, was more ploasing to God,
than the proud, presuming assurance of
ithe Pharisce. Ile dares often to do that
iin tho presence of God, which he
would not so rcadily do in the pro-

sence of man. ‘The Cathulic then, who
haows his obligatiun of confessing his sc-

of the church of Lungland, finding this two instances recurded in the gospel of  cret guilt to man, has ono strong induce-

grant of the Savivut to lus pasturs too
clearly aunounced to bo roundly denied,
contend, 1 order to do away with the
hwmoling duty of confession, which it ne-
cessanly imples, that such power grant.
cd s fully exercised by their clergy,
when they pronounce over their ussem-
Lled Licarers the gencral absolation, a set
furin of which is found in their look of
common praycr.  But can any thing be
inore grossly absurd than to suppose that
onc forgives what hio has no knowledge
of : or that one can absolve or condemn,
he knows not whun, or for what?
Wiien our Savivur declared the sins of
the Paralyuc forgiven, the Seribes and
Plarisees *said witlun themselves @ this
wan Llasphemes; who can forgue sins,

,our Sav,our’s healing the leprosy, he
coinmaaded the lepers, applying to him
for a cure, to gv, as the law Jirected, and
shew themselees to the priest—Matt. viii,
4—Luke avii, 14—thus sanctioning the
lnw 10 all its allusive meaning, and leav-
g the sprritual leper, applying to him
for a curc, under the indisyensible obli-
gation, in will at least, and intention,
wheze the opportunity is wanting, of ¢x.
posing his leprosy to the priest, and abi-
ding by his direction, Else, let the Pro-
testant shew us why the Saviour thus
made his cure of the leprosy conditional,
Let him shew us also how the figure in
question has been fulfilled to ths last jot
or tittle.

Besides, as every incident of our Sa-

imcm to refrain frum sin, which the Pro-

testant is doprived of. :

But the great ubjuct which the Saviour
hed in view in thus obliging us to expose
the leprosy of our svuls to lus priests, was
that tie spiritual patients, by making
known their spiritual zilments or discases,
might receive the proper advice and pre-
scriptions from their spiritual physicians 3
for no doctor can preseribe, without know-
ing the diseaso, and the particular case,
for which he prescribes.

The maladies of the soul aramuch more

various, complicated, subtle and deceiving

lthan those of the body ; and hence require
'lo Le more carefully inspected by those,

whose study and businessit isto curo them.
—Woulda weekly lecture on medicine be

Lut Gud. But Jesus seeing ther llluugllts, 'v|uur’s Isfe was by himself dcsigncd,und thought sufficient prescription for all the
sud unto them: wh, think ye evid i is recorded by his inspired writors for possible cases of sickness in a communi-
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3, 4.—,our mstruction: for, according to St.|ty? It were most absurd to suppose so.

"et they only thought, as Pryicstants dm;[’aul, whatcver 18 written, 1s written for{And i it less absurd to suppose thata
And our Saviour woihs A amracie 10, 0ur wstruction—Rom. xv, 4—m the one jWeekly discourse on moral aud religious
jirure that they were wrung. *That yc 'Icpcr, whom he healed, 1n the conditional subjcct.s, which is all the apiritunl advice
may kouw,” sud he, “that the Son of jway just mentioned, we discover a fi-)which protestants have, is.i sufficient pre-
man on carth hath power to forgive sins 3 gure of manfin the abstract, or of human scription for all their Spil‘ltlll.ﬂ complaints
then saud ke to the man sick of the pnlsy,'nulurc freed by hum from tho leprosy of jand ailments? It is quite impossible in
anse 3 take up thy bed, and go wto thy juin, and; in the ten lepers who presemed (such a discourse so to descong to partic-
nouse: and he arose and went mto his)themselves at once before him, on another

house ; and the tauluude sceing 1t, fear-
cd and glonficd God, who had given such
power to man.”’—[bud.

Thus power, which he luniself had, as
man, he conterred, as we have seen a-
vove, upon lus Aposties 3 declaring be-
sides, that, as the Father had sent him,
snite sent them.  And to show the unlimi-
ted extent of their power, he prefaces lus
wissive mandate 1o themn wath these words
—all porrer is given to me, m heaven and

i uceas.on,

the ten possible cuses of spint-
ual leprosy inthe human race ; or the ten
ways by which we may become lepersin

ulars as to hit the case of cvery one; for
the dutics and dangers of cach are diffor-
ent ; nor is the comprehensionof all alike.

'Some may not well understand ; others

the spiritual sense, which we do by a;cannot apply tothemselves ; most will not

breach of any of the tzn commandments:
all wiiuch cases he refers to the mspection
and direction of hus priests, as tho indis-

penswle condition on wiich he grants a

cure.
To this humbling duty all, who have
sinned, are subjected, from the monarch

on carth: go ye therefore, §re.Matt.xxin, 18
In lus praycr to bus heaveniy father,

the might before he susiered, he express-,

sent ;e into this world, 1 also have sent

on the throne, to the Jowliest of his sub-
jeets ; frum the first pastor in the church,
to the last of the faithful.—Yet,if wo con-

from our exact compliance with this hu-

cd hmself thus ¢ As thow Father, ];ast}sdcr‘.hc many advantages uccruing 1o us

them into the world :—and  the glary,mlli:\ting obligation, we shall find that he

whck thou hast gicen tome, I have given |
to them ; that they may be one, aswe also
are onc.
ston to them, withall 1s accompanying
powers, was not lo be lunited to them;
vor to their time ; but was 1o descend
through 1hem to their rightful successors,
hie adds in'the same praver, and not for
these only do I pray ; but for those also,
wha, through their word shell belicve in
me.—John xvii, 18, &c.

t Our Lord besides assures us that Ze
came not to abolish, but to fulfil the law:
adding, with lus wost solemu. assevera-

And 1o shew that his commus- Y

enjomed it more as a measure of merey

‘aml love towards us, ban of justico and

nishment lor our offences.

For, in the first place,it is a strong
natural check put upon our sinful propen-
«wics. For who, keowing that he can
never expect forgivoncss from God for
what grievous sins he commits, unless he
first humbly confess them. to his pastor,
would not rather deny himself the propo-
sed criminal gratification, than subject
himself to the indispensable obligation of
disclosing his guilt to his confessor, a fel-
low mortal ?

remember what has been generallyspoken.
And is thiz all that is necessary in a mat-
ter of such dread importance as our cter-
nal salvation ?  No, surcly : neither has
the Saviourleft the membors of his church
it. such destitution of the word of life.—
He brings it down to the ear; adapts it to
the capacity, and circumstances ; and im-
presses it on the heart and memory of o}l
and oach of his beloved followers. £is
word serves thus as a lamp to their feet,
and a light to their stops ; Ps. 18, enabling
them to watk without stumbling in the path
of righteousness ; and to avoid the many
snares and dangers laid in their way by
tieir invisiblo enemies.  But the children
of darkness, as our Saviour says, hato the
light ; and come not to the light, that their
works may be ‘reproved.  But, he who
docth truth, cometh to the light, that his
works may be made manifest 5 becauso
they are done in God. John, iii. 20, 21.
A further advantage, afforded to the Ca-
tholic by confession, is tho safe and casy
means of making restitut'on to all, whom
he hes injured in their goods, or reputa-

tation 3 without which reparation of the in-

jury done by him to his neighbour, at least
in as fur us possible, he needs expact no
forgivencss from God.

Yo, by making such reparation himself
in person, he might compromise not ouly
his own,but his family’s honour : he might
ruin his character for ever ; exposo Jum-
self to bodily risk, and even to capital pun.
ishment.  Nor would it Lo much safer
for him to trust with so dcheate & secret
the man, who has his matrimonial coofi.
dant. nor, indeed, any one, not ticd down
by all laws human and divine, to an .
violable scereey ; and whose character and
office, should he undertake to perform so
indispensable an act of jusuce, would put
mmavove all suspicionof bewng himself the
delinquent.  Sucha onc as tus is the
Catholic priest; through whom restity-
tions aro frequently mado; and wrongs
of overy Jund redressed. And, if such
actsof justice aro seldom, or never knowa
1o occur among Protestants ; 3t 1s not be-
cause they are less addicted to dishonest
practices, or unfair dealings ; but because
they havo no account of such to ronder
here on carth ; nor such ready, safe and
casy means of ful§iliing their duty in this
respect.

The obligation of confessing our sins
even to our fellow creature man, is cloar-
ly inculcated by the Apostle, Saint Jamos,
1p his Epustle, called Catholic, or Univer-
sal, because it was addressed, not to any
particular congregation, but to the whole
Universal Church. Conftss, says he,
yoursius to onec another; ch. 5, v, 16.—
He nover could have meant that we should
confess them (o every, or, any one indis-
criminately ; which, for one’s honour and
safety, prudence would forbid 5 1o but those
ordained, tried anl lawfully.appointed to
be our spiritual directors.

‘The samo wholesome practice of con-
fessing our sins to God’s priestc was e¢n-
joined by God himself in the old laws :
for he commanded Doses o speak thusto
the children of Isracl: When any man
or women shall have committed any of zlt
the sins that men are wont to commit ;
and by negligence shall have transgressed
the commandments of the Lord ; and of-
fended : they shall confess their sins ;.and
restore the principal itself, and the fifth
part over and above to him, against whom
thoy have sinned. Num.5, 67. Let Prot-
estants now, who pretend to regulate their
faith by scripture, shew us their scripture

authority for denying the Sacrament of
Penance.
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We have just been informed that last
week a Frenchman from Madawaska had
occasion to go overto Fish River, which
seems to be now considered as part of the
* land of liberty.”— Something it seems
transpired to raise the ire of the soldiers of
that post,who at once introduced the beau-
tifwl and summary modo of punishment by
Lynch Law. They stripped and flogged
him without the least vestige of a trial ; thus
amply proving the blessings of liberty that
reigns so triumphantly in that enlightened
land. Is not this a practicak illustration of
how appropriately and judiciously the Na-
tiona! banner was adorned with “Stripes,”
so beautifully emblematic of ihat system
over which it waves its folds 2 If British
subjects are to be maltreated in this man-
nerand the perpetrators escapo with im-
punity,the soonar we know it the better.—~

Woodstock, (N. B.) Telegroph.




