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If the volitions of the creaturely wvi1l cannot be put forth indepen-
dent of thie decree of God-and they cannot if He fore-ordaitied
whatsoever cornes to pass-then, there ean be no such thing as
freedorn for iùan in willing. This is not a rnystery inèapab1e of
solution. It is a self-contradiction-a glaring absurdity, inca-
pable of intelligent beliet'. Hurnan freedoin in wvilling, and the
decree-not of God-but of the Confession, inust reniaixi in irrecon-
cilable antagonism in the worlds of mind for ever. Thei---it niay
be asked-why does the Confession talk about the freedoin of man.
at al? The proper reply, we tliink is, that it means a fallacicus,
not a real freedoni. It means a freedom ini whieh Goat causes
the volitions of wiIl. Let -it not be said, "That is'forcing a
rneaning of your own on our Confession." Let us, tlxen, hear
standard Calvinistie authors on the subject. We wish to get at
the truth here. ,The first witness is Shiaw, the Expositor of the
Confession. le says-

IlAs nothing eau ever couic to pass 'without a cause, the acts of the 'will are
neyer withoiit necessity-understa ding by necessity, an infallible connection
with something foregoing . . . Calvinists contend that, as îiothing can ever
corne to pass without a cause, the acts of the will are neyer contingent, or
ihoitt necessity.'

This is "lear. And this is the reasoning, it involves: The
acts of the will are always iiecessitated by a foregoing cause, in-
fiallibly producing theni. But 'who, or 'what, is that foregoingr
cause which, neceszitateg acts of the NvilI ? The Calvinist replies,
God. We produce, in proof of this, an uninipeachable witness.
Calvin, after asserting God to be the arbiter of alI thiugs, says-

cc Whence wve assert, that flot only the heavens and the earth,
and inanirnate creatures, but also the delibei-ations and voltion
of mien: are so governed by is providence as to be directed to
the end appointed by it. ... Men can effect nothing, but by the
secret will of God, and deliberate on n.othing, but wvhat Rie bas
previously decreed, and determined by Ris secret direction....
(D'od exerts Ris power in thei elect, who are influenced by the
Holy Spirit; but also compels the ccnrp1ia.nce of tl&e r-eprobates."
-Calvin's Institutes, Vol. i. pp. 191, 211, 215.

Froni these quotations we learu that the " deliberations and
volitions of mnen are the necessary product 9 f the eternal, uncoi,
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