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ONTARIO them for such purposes has been repeatedly confirmed by the 
legislature of the province.

Indeed, notwithstanding the extension of railways into 
the northern forests, and the increasing use which is made 
of them to transport logs, pulp-wood and other forest pro­
ducts to the place of consumption or manufacture, it is not 
easy to see how the great lumbering industry of Ontario 
could be carried on without the free use of these waterways.

There is nothing incompatible between the employment 
of flowing water for the carriage of sawlogs and its utiliza­
tion for the development of power. But it is quite apparent 
that the presence of two distinct interests, each requiring 
the use of water, but for a different purpose, is likely to be 
productive of friction.

When the spring thaws and rains melt the snow and ice, 
and let loose the floods, the lumberman seizes the opportun­
ity to get his “drive” to market. His logs in the water, he 
lifts the “stop-logs” from the dams and gives rein to the tor­
rent that it may hurry his logs to their destination. Every 
consideration must yield to this—the logs must come down, 
for to be “hung up” means in most cases that another year 
will elapse before the logs will reach the saws, and also a 
loss in interest and the sinking of water-logged timber. The 
main body past, the rear-guard of his army “sweeps” the 
“tail of the drive,” in other words, gathers up those logs 
which have stranded in shallow places, or have been caught 
by the rocks or other obstructions.

This demands a fresh draught on the damnv'd u 1 le'-er. 
in order to carry the “tail” down stream, and the freshet 
season may well be past, or nearly so, before the lumber­
men’s use of the river is ever for the time.

It is obvious that the owner of a water power on such a 
stream will find it difficult to obtain a maximum of power. 
The water is hurried away, which might have turned his tur­
bines during the dry season, and his chances of equalizing 
the flow to the best advantage are correspondingly reduced. 
The situation is one which suitable legislation may be re­
quired to meet.

Much may be 
tween water power 
proved log-slides requiring a minimum of water to 
operate them,
moving obstructions, etc., but it may also be neces­
sary to provide some means of adjusting the relations be­
tween the lumbermen and water power owners, so far as the 
use of the water is concerned, and also between the various 
users of power on the same stream, whose interests may con­
ceivably come at times into conflict.
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INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS.adiuSti

According to the record of industrial accidents main­
tained by the Department of Labor, 97 workmen were kill­
ed and 357 injured during the month of December, 1912, as 
compared with 114 killed and 359 injured during the month 
of November. The greatest number of fatal accidents oc­
curred in steam railway service, building trades and navi­
gation, the figures being respectively 20, 17, and 12. The 
largest number of non-fatal accidents occurred in steam 
railway service, there being 131 employees injured, followed 
by the metal trades with 75 injured. The disasters of the 
month involving the death of more than one workman were 
a mountain snow slide at Fernie, B.C., by which six em­
ployees of a coal mine were killed and eight injured ; an ex­
plosion in
men were killed ; and the drowning of four sailors off Yar­
mouth, N.S., during a storm.
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There
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Tuty Minister of Mines, in the 21st annual report 
Thi -S ®ureau °f Mines.
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