THE MISSION OF FAILURES.

“DID it ever occur to you, Mrs. Mendon,” queried
the pastor’s wife of her faithful helper in all the woman's
work of the Fulham Church, to wonder why, when we
begin 10 sew for our missionary bex, our Home Mis-
siopary  meetings are always well attended, while, as
soon as the box is packed and started on its way, the*
numbers (all off, one by oac’? Also, why we can never
gather av our Forewn Auxbary the number we have
hereto-might *~ o
“Yes, 1 have often puzzled over n,” answered Mrs.
\endon, “ especially as our contributions are good and
those of the foreign Socicty, which has the smalles at-
rendance, exceed those of the other, proving that our
people are not indifferent to the ‘all-the-world’ call.”

* Well, as far as the amourt of money is concerned,
i s but nght that the Foreign Board should 1ecewve
the most, for its outlay covers all the various branches
of work on the foreign field, while Home Missions s
only one of miuny atenues of Christian benevolence an
our own land,” explained Mrs. Egerton.  * The people
are anterested af the offerings 1n money are 1o be the
standard of interest, but the first aim of this woman's
work should not be ta raise mones ; 1t ought to be 10
yive the women such a thorough missionary education
that they would be mnterested in spite of the many other
things that ¢laim their attention.  And those who wil)
put themselves in the way of acquiring this knowledge
as a mater of fact’are interested.  But how 10 bring
“he rest within the charmed circle, thatis the question.”

* Get General Assembly to pass a Law of Compul-
«ory Education in this department of Church work.”
Laughingly suggested Mrs. Mendon.

Afier a meditative silence Mrs. Egerton exclumed

“I've a happy thought' Now that we have most of
the  women of the church here to-night, why
not seize the opportunity 1a seef they know them.
~clves where the faull hies *

“A bnlliant idea'” said the delighted « tetany

“Qut of their own mouths they shyll be condemncd.

131 call them 1o order and you prepare to take the
Aoor.

The interested gaze of all was turned to this well-
heloved . mather in Isracl ac she rose and asked their
attenion.

“Mers. Mendon gnd ] have been puulin\'g over there
-u the corner about a question which concerns you all,
and it just occurred to us that there was no reason why
rach should not speak for herself. As a church we
somewhat pride ourselves upon our contributions to the
Home and Foreign Boards, and | doubt if there is any
gher congregation with so few wealthy members that
KIves more, in proportion toitsmeans.  We are a splen-
did object lesson in the ‘power of the pennies,’ and
make a brave showing inthe Presbyterial Treasurers
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report. These free-will offerings prove that you ace
knowledge the claims of the work, but this is only one
side of the shield -the golder side. ‘These ought -ye
to have done and not to leave the other undone’™

“In what other relation of life do we show ourselyés
so indifferent to the value received, for any outlay of
ume, money or strength, as in this of mission work ?
How many scek to know about the merits of this cail as
compared with the many others, or ever ask what their
gifts are helping to accomplish? During the time we
yather to sew for the box, which is one of the busiest
seasons of the year, all the women of onr church, some
at a great deal of sacnifice, respond to the call and
give that added prodf-e(, their intelligent interest which
s lacking the rest of the year. Now we wantto get
the reasons why an a:nﬁhe-)'car-round interest is not
practicable. Let us pass over the objection af want of
vme, for you make ume 10 attend these meenngs and
probably would for the others if you feit the call as for-
ably. Mrs May, you generally can give a reason for
what you do, cannot vou help us to solve this prob-
lem?”

"1 am not so sure | always have a gnod reason for
what I leave undone,” frankly responded Mrs. May.,
1 come here 10 do a thing which | know how 10 do,
and [ am glad o help where | know I can be of use.
In the regular monthly meetings 1 am not needed, or.
i you protest that | am,1t1s for work that I cannot do
well.  [i there were anything 1 ~ould da there, as there
s here, 1 would go, but when 1 have paid my subserip-
tion 1 scem 1o have performed my chief duty 1owards
foreign missions.”

* When we come here we have a formal, socal
gathering, and that 1s muck more attractive than a sufl,
prosy missionary meerting,” said one. who never gave
herself the chance to discover what were the character-
istics of monthly meeunys.

" Indecd; 1hey are not sufl and prosy,” mdignantly
protested a voice from a far corner  “ Mrs. Mendon
has induced me to attend lately, and [ find them sa n-
teresting that [ told her that 1 would go of my nwn free
will now. | wouldn't miss them.”

"We cannot be charged with giving the preference
10 the sewing society because of the loaves and fishes,
for now wc only meet in the evening and our enthusiasm
1s not fed even by a cup of tea, much less by fried
oysters and (hicken salad,” volunteered a prun spinster
from the midst.

“1 beheve Mrs. May has given the chiefl reason  for
the united effort here,” Mrs. Egerton said; "all 1re glad
to come and help, for they know how 10 do well whatis
asked of them ; but the point now 10 yet at s wlhiv they
cannot  see that they are just as much needed ar the
monthly meetings.”

“I know I'm needed 1here,” confessed a busy worker
half hidden by the curtains, “but it takes more courage



