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The introduction of the Templar
degrees was strongly opposed by the
Oreft in England as & glaring inno-
vation of cosmopolitan Speoulative
Mesonry, and it was not until about
1780 that Templary obtained any
official recognition in the Masonic
system, for the purpose of represent-
ing its original basis founded on the
Christian faith, and to preserve its
Ohristian characte. —but the dere-
moniel of these degrees has no refer-
ence to Speculative Masonry, its
history olearly showing there never
could heve been any connection be-
tween them, the one being always
Trinitarian Christien, the other pro-
fessing eince the revival, the doctrines
of “Theism” and a Universal Creed.
Netther are these Templar dagrees
intended to vepresent the Military
olercent of the ancient Order, only
retaining the name Military to denote
theirorigin. The causes which called
forth the enthusiastic military spirit
of the age when the order was
founded, having long passed away, it
i3 not necessary or advissble in its
Masonic connection to perpetuats the
military character.
course of evolution it has gradunally
assumed, like many other degrees, a
Masovic character—it is only Mason-
ry in the sense that none but Masons
are admitted. Careful historic in-
vestigation shows that after the sap-
pression: of the Order of the Temple
numbers of the persecuted members
gought refuge in the Order of St.
Jobn of Jerusalem, and their peonliar
doctrines and usages were transferred
and perpetuated in the Scottich
branch of the combined Orders of St.
John and the Temple. At the Refor-
metion they embraced the Protestant
faith, repudiating the authority of the
headquarters of the Order 2f Malta,
end merged into the ranks of eivil
life. From this gource our knowledge
of the chivalric Orders is principslly
derived and become kmown, although
publicly lost sight of amongst the
rivolutionary chonges i religion cnd
politics which from time to time huva
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disturbed the peace of the Christian
world. . .

True Templery, as exemplified in
the rituals used in the British Em-
pire, is purely Trinitarian Christian,
and in no way & part of Universal
Masonry, but from the circuamstance
of these degrees being revised by the
Masonic body, enthusiastic Masonic
degree manufacturers supposed them
to be of Masgaic origin, fabricated
them into *“Masonic Military™ de-
grees, without the slightest histori.
oal authority for doing so, and differ-
ent countries took different views of
the supposed connection.

Templary then in Great Britain,
Ireland and Canada, following the
principles of the Ancient Order, is
eminently Trinitarian Christian, end
must ever remain separate degrees
from the Oraft, for although Fres
Masonry does not teach anything in-
consistent with the Christian faith,
its Universal Creed debars it from g
closer connection than that of alli-
ance. :

Our American Templar Brothers
think otherwise, and base their Tem-
plar degrees on Modern Spzculative
Magonry, making them emphatically
nilitery d=grees of Masonry, to suit
their own theories on the subject.”

W. J. B. MacLzeop Mooge.

‘Way chould there not, on St.
John’s day in every disirict, bs 8
grand gathering of each lodge at some
central point. The D. D. G. Masters
should arrange to have such and it is
certain they would be successfal.

MontreaL.~ -1t is eaid that ths re-
gascitation of the bodies of the A, &
A. 8. Rite in Montreal, has been
under consideration. It is nob cer-
tein how much co-operation in this
Rito there is likely to Lo emonge
those betwesn whom non-intsrcourse
ex.i’sta in Cepitaler and Craft Massa-
xy




