FOR FARMERS AND STOCKMEN

THE FOREMEN'S KEPORTS.

(1) “ I might say in regard to the
sheep purchased at the Provincial Fat
Stock Show, that although the quality
was A1, they would be very unprofit-
able for us to handle, being altogether
too fat for our trade.”

(2) “In reply to your letter asking
torjreport on the prize mutton received.
I would say that the public *do not
seem 10 appreciate it on account of
the abundance of fat. The few who
have tried i, speak in high praise of
its quality.

“ It 1s useless trying to scll it with-
out trimming, fully g0 per cent. being
fat. This brings the cost of the whole
up to about Sc. a pound, buying price.’

(3) * Io regard to the show sheep
received by us before Christmas,I beg
to report that the quality was all that
could be desired.

*“We found, however, that it was
hard to reahze a reasonable price, and
think that stock of this description
would be ugsuitable for this locality.”

(4) * The sheep received by us,from
London Fat Stock Show, we found
much too fat 1o be of any use for our
local trade.  The public simply refus-
ed to buy at any price. The only way
1 was able t0 dispose of it was by cut-
ting it upoo the counter, after trim-
ming 45 percent. of fat from it. The
breast and flank were only fit for the
fat box, and there was altogether tco
small a proportion of lean meat for it
even to be of any use for our retail
trade in Parkdale.”
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Report on Dairy Department of
Provincial Winter Fair,

February, 1899.
Ry J. Stonchouse.

The Dairy Show held at London in
connection with the Provincial Winter
Fair has been the most interesting
dairy test ever held in Caonada from
the fact that the world's record for a
butter-producing cow has been broken
and the standard raised a notch or
two higher than it has cver been be-
fore and that by a cow which has
entered the public arena for the first
time.

The test this year discarded every
side issuc and the awards were made
solely oo the butterfat and other
solids io the milk, a few points only
being given for time of lactation--
20 points being allowed for each
pound of fat, 4 points for each pound
of solids not fat, aod 1 point for every
1o days in milk, over 30 days, up to
10 points, and no cow was awarded 2
first prize which was not producing
at the rate of 10 pouonds of butter per
week.

A RECORD-BREAKING HOLSTEIN.

Last year at Brantford the Holstein
cow, Calamity Jane, owned by A. & G.
Rice, made the wonderfal record of
217 pounds of butter per week by the

Chicago World’s Fair standard of 8o
per cent. butter-fat, but the Holisten
cow, Aalije Posch gth,owned by Retue
Bros., Norwich, has made the phenom-
enal record of nearly 4!{ pounds of
butter per day or 29 6 pounds per
week accarding to the World’s Fair
standard ; but, figuring it on a basis
of 8g per cent. butter-fat, which is our
Canadian standard, her record would
be nearly 28 pounds per week, which,
at the higher standard, leaves all other
records in the shade.

As soon as it became known that a
record breaker wes in the show the
dairy stables at once Lecame the cen
tre of auraction and the number of
visitors who were cornstantly around
the cow began to tell injuriously upon
her before the test was over, and
caused a shrinkage in both quanuty
and quality in her last mulking. She
was milked three times per day—s3 30
am, 1.30 p.m., and ¢ 30 p.m. TIne
first two milkings weighed 4¢ lbs.
6 ozs., and tested 4.5 per cent fag,
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stein, special, $35; 1st and 2nd for
American Holstein special, $40; 1st
for grade cow, $20; 15t for best three
cows or heilers of one breed, a Me-
lotte separator, $100; and an extra
special of a $30 silver cup for best
dairy cow on the ground.

OTHER HBREEDS.

Jerseys, which are supposed to be
pre eminently butter ~ows, were very
conspicuous by their absence, and
why? The prizes were the same as in
Holstein class except in the specials,
yet there were thirteen Holsteins and
only one Jersey. The Jersey Associa-
tion has not hesetofore given special
prizes at the show as the Canadran and
American Holstesn Breeders' Assoma-
tions have done for a number of years
past. This may or may not have had
something to do with the slim show-
ing. Had this one Jersey been in bet-
ter hands <Ye would undoubtedly have
made a better showing. Even though
she had been carted in to the show

Aaltje Posch 41h, the phennmenal milker 2nd swespstakes winzer ia the Dairy Depart-
mez! of the Provinaal Winter Fair, 18g5. Owned by Rettie Rros., Norwich, Ont.

the next three milkngs 74 lbs. 2 ozs,,
testing 48 per cent. fat, and the last
milkipg 235 1bs. 6 oz, testing 4.3 per
cent. fat,making a total of 6.783 lbs. of
butter-fat prcduced in 48 hours. This
great record may be better understood
when it isremembered that the average
cow on the ordinary farm does not pro-
duce more than 4 1bs.of butterperweek,
or 530 lbs. per year, but hereisa phe-
nomenon which is as good as secen
ordinary cows.

The same exhibitor had two other
pure-bred cows and 2 heiferio the tes,
all of which are great miltk producers.
“ Woodland Josco,” over two months
in milk, gave 127 ibs. of miik produc-
ing 4.3 lbs. of fut equal to 1834 Ibs. of
butter per week ; Fanny F. 134 lbs.
of milk with 3 3 lbs. of fat or 14 lbs.
of butter per week and a heifer under
three years making 1434 lbs. of butter
per week.

Rettic Bros. won 1st, 2nd, and 374,
on Holstein cow over three years old,
$45; 13t on heifer under three years,
$20; 1st and 3rd for Caocadian Hol

by waggon five miles on the day the
test commenced and was put under
the care of a stranger to be fed and
milked, yet she gave at the rate of
1634 lbs. of butter per week, her high-
cst test being seven per cent. butter
fat.

The Shorthorns were well represent-
ed, there being twelve in this class apd
some of them made a veiy creditable
record, the best giving 81 Ibs. of milk
with 3 1bs. of fat, equal to 1234 lbs.
of butter per week.

The Ayrshires were represented by
three cows owned by N. Dyment,
Clappison’s Cerners.  The 1st prize
cow gave S1 lbs. milk with 3.4 Ibs. fat,
equal to 14 lbs. of butter per week.

There were four good grades, the
lowest making at the rate of 15 lbs of
butter per week and the highest 1614
1bs. and here again Rettie Bros. stocd
at the head with a fine grade Holstein.

The Fat Siock Association took
charge of the milk given by tbe cows
during the show. The milk was run
through a Melotte separator donated



