
ANI) MISSION NE\\'S.

to tlose Who teacl themîî, but, on the contrary,
are ready to take antmgwiiii., hici tnev can on-
tain tromi otlhers."

liis i., only natural, becaus . of necessity at
first evern tling %-as done for the converts and
little demanded of them. The less.oni mî'ust %et
be learit, and there are sign of a begiining.
The people do help to support their clergy.
iln one pastocate the people themîîselves have

lately subscribed a large proportion of the sum
necessarv tor rpin ii.age chapels. I n
Takra over Rs. 200 were raised in the v illage
towards building their church. Two Xative
Church Extension Societies l.asc been started,
at Ranîclii and Mlaranghado, utt tley seem to be
in a state of suspeinted animation.

Last % ear the total of nati\ e chirch offerings
amounted to Rs. 1,997.

Since the tea industry was started in .\ssam,
some1C forty or liftv years ago, there lias ahvays
been a deiand for laborcrs fron Chhota Nagr-
ur. l'he natives of this district are able to
stand the climate of .\ssani better than people
troi other parts of Iidia. So it liappens tlat
there is a constant 0low of population fron
lere to the tea districts. There must be thous-
ands of Mundas and Oraon.s in the Assaim
valley, froni Gauhati right up to D)brugarh.

Alany Christian famnilies have joined the
emigrants and set*edi in .\ssa, and tlus forni-
ed a peculiar bond of union betveen tle Clliota
Nagpur Church and scattered Christian coin-
munities aniong the tea gardens. The Church
has tried to lollow up these eiigrants, to
provide then with the imeans of grace and pre-
vent their lapse into heathenismî.

There are at present two centres of this
vork : Solabari in Tezpuir, and .1//abari in

Dibrugarli.
At Solabari a catechist, Prablidayal, lias

beeii .vorkiig for the last tifteen years. Labor-
ers %u 'îo have served the terni of vears for which
thev coitracted have settled in large nunibers
about the district. Rich soil, abundant crops,
and the goveriment as landlord, all these fori
strong induceients to people to settle. Such
settleients where the people are their own
masters forn the most satisfactory field for
work. Catet.."ists 'ke Prabhudayal lold Sui-
day services, and visit the various settlemients
of colonists, and also the laborers on various
tea estates.

The S.P.G. mîissionary in Tezpur, the Rev.
S. Endle, supervises Prabludaval's work.
There are about i.5o Christians settled in
Solabari itself.

At -Illabari simîilar work is carried on. Here
soime 500 Clristians are settled. The Rev. M.
E. Rainsford, of the S.P.G., supervises the
work. Tliere is also a pastor, the Rev. P.
Sarwaii, wlo is doing good work. He is the
first Clhiota Nagpuri clergyman settled in

.\ssai, and studied in the diNinity class at
Rzainchli, where lie was also ortained deacon
and priest. There are al.o sclooi-mîasters
froimî Clliota Nagpur working lere. The mîis-
sionary and pastor visit iany settleieits, stcl
as Moriani, Jorhat, Sibsagar, Laklimpur, etc.
There are Baptist Nissioins working at Now-
gong, Sibsagar, etc., aid a good many .\sam-
ese and Chliota Nagpuris belong to their
congregations.

The attitude of p/anrs is on the whole
favorable to mission work, and in sonie cases
thev actively assist in the work of the Cliurclh,
and eicourage the cstablbshimiint tif schools
and clapels on their estates. It i; to the
inîterest o. plaiters to treat tlheir laborers kiidlv,
and on the vhole thev certainl) do so. .\ free-
abilorer settled on the gardien i of permanent

value to the estate, and if lhe is eiticed avav to
anîother garden there is a correspoiding loss.
So that iaturally plaiters aure prepared to do a
good deal to render the lot of their laborers
and co.onists as pleasant as possible.

This emîîigrationî movemnient lias its draw-
backs. \\ives desert husbands, or husbands
desert vi,.es and f'aimîilies and go off to .\ssam
uinder feigied iaies. All thiis leads to sin and
confusion ; but things are better now ii this
respect thain they were tw% ent\ yecars ago. Tl'he
work in Assam is one capable of great exten-
sion, and fuil of opportunities for drawing
people toChrist and to lliskingdom, especially
froi aimiongst tle laborers and colonists wu ho
have eiigrated from Chîhota Nagpur.

Or the general character of iati\ e Clristians,
it is dillicult to speak. Wlat sveepiiig asser-
lion iwil) include truîthfuhhy' nearly fourtcen
thousand people ? The\ are imîucl ar the
Clurcli lias ever beei, full of good and evil,
fromî the days of St. Paul and St. John to the
present.

In this connection we otughit nîot to onit the
clergy, wlio are, as we have alrcady pointed
out, of the people. It is a imatter for great
thankfuliness tlat by God's grace ue have lad
the assistance of such excellent mien. Tley
have not the eiergy and niethod that character-
ize so imîany Europeai parish priests ; but one
imay truthfulhy say tlhat they are on the wlole
an earnest, God-learing set of men, and have
labored faitlhfully amidst imany dilliculties and
lardships to keep the charge connitted to
tlei : nicl good result that may be mainifest
is due to their work. The Rev. W. Il. Bray
wrote of then in 1875 "-Their simplicity and
unsophisticated manners were characteristic.
Wlhat the Society lias long been trving to do
in Bengal, but lias so largely failed in doing-
to raise up native pastors wvhio shiall retain their
original simple maniner of living-has been doie
to perfection in Chlota Nagptir." Tlese
words may seem over-appreciative, but they


