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any other adv.ntage's bc clained ? Perhaps theso artitic:i incent- student knows of a subject. There are disturbing ulonents thait
ives to work may relieve professors of the task of supplying other often prevent candidates frwim doing themielves justieu ; and it
motives. This, however, ms tue sureât anîd quichest way tu reduce appears to me that the tinle has comte whenthe opiion of tecic/ere,
teaiching to a mero foi it iand to fossiize our teacliers. Thu systei vio have spent years, it iay bu, in daily testing the abilities
cortainy canmot, iiereaso the finniicial resources of our colleges. of candidatoe, ought to count for soietihing in these examinatiile.
''lie recrso is truc ; for they are thereby deprived of a large suin On this point I lil not enlarge, bat it is is a liestio tiant will be
that iiht bu devotei to ieeded improvenients. heard froin agail.

I have noticed ti.at bouno who speak uinfavorably of prizo-giving 3. 'ihen againà, 1 object to tho systemui of lit izes and sciolarslips-
and viho would not spend a dollar of public mîoney for this purpose on the groiud that our mode of competition rewards but, eloe when
woIld not liesitate to use private fuids if thîey could bo obtained. aill imiay bu equally iieritorious. Is that paradoxical ? I believe it
I canîno<. seu any difference, so far as the general principle is is true. I have alreaty toucied on this point. I shouiild lhke to see
concernei ; and it is not easy to see that the elbïct uponî stidents is a systii hy which prizes would nlot e awardedl to a fewi on the
changed i the leiast degree. Truc, it encourages private liberalitf, un md of relative schuliarslip, but to all who reail a ixed
and possibly, to saine donors, affiords considerable satisfaction. standard.

But is this the best use that can be made of this money ? If nof, What more painful duty can fali ta the lot of a
these donors can, and no doubt will, transfer fleir benefactions, teacher or professor than to be coipelled to award a gold medal on
and thereby increase the satisfaction they nîow experience. four years' work, when between the two or three worthy competi-

Net to dwell on this point, I pass on t aniother objection, tora a difference t less thin one por cent is known to exist i I have
sufliciently serious, I think, to condemnn the preseit prize ystei. knowII such a case. Wiat dues the awardiiig of two gold muedails
I refer to the basis on which they aie .generally i îrarded-tlat s, In thmo saline subject nean ? Who believes that they represent
coinpetitive exarminations. absolitely equal merit ? Ask for the figures in siuci a case.

I beliovo that those who have had most experience in conductintsr Analyse ..te procesa by which this ptiiiful equation was reachied;
these exainations are strongest in their coemnIatioi, and woul and, if you are nt convieed that our prize systei is utterly bad,
consider it a great relief if thîey were utterly abolisied. Huxley I shall bo disappomted. Even thugh a sight numerical diiïrenco
savs: " Under the best of circuinstatces examination will remaî in ay be shown tto exibt, it a quite possible that the mai who %td,
but an iinperfect test of capacity, wiiile it tells iext to nothimg ecnd iay be the moré iieritorious. I appeal to experienced
about a uman's power as an inrestiyator." If inexperienced persons teachers. Is not this statement borne out by factsï Do not primes
were to condenin the'u, we should hesitate to .cept their verdiet often mark aniees a reward yemns rather than mert?
but when our nost pro:ninent and competent examiners are ainost Tliese remarks are intended to apply also to Piuhlic and High
a unit in condemniing this mode of testing the real nerits of School plizes. Taîke the following froin this yeatr's report of tilt
students, where prizcs are itrolred, me must believe that it is exaininers < f tho Turontuo Public Schoo!-: " Tho competition was
radically and essentially defective. It hI us been said thait -ven m Iaiy instances remarkably close. In tii, contest for the niedals
Socrates would be plucked in our modern coumpetitive exatninat, .ns. presented by Mr. J. 'Macdonald for the two best pupils in the city

In the first pl tce, there appears to be no agreement aiong ur schools, Herbert S.untà,lcui. who stood first, was only nine iarks
examîiners uit clearly defined principles by vhlich the ability of ieitd of Lizzie Blight and Douglas Airtl, who stood second id
competitors mnay be fairly tested. This mnay semi te be a sweepmnl equal." Qr ery : Who really knows that Lizzie Blight and Douglas
assertion, but I shall give ny reasons for the stateient. - Airth are qual, and who can guarantee that ilerbert Saipson is,

1. Tho ordiniary written examiniations may serve as a menus tif luperior by nine marI?
deciding whether candidates alo ignorant of a subject or fairly Before suggesting a. renedy, allow mne te notice one other
acquainted with It, and ecelC are practically reliat>le in such cases objection.
as entrance examinations of tll kinîds, aid for various promotions, 3. What becones of our headt boys-our iedallists ? Dr. Arnold
ihch are entrance exainiations in reality ; but they einot says " University distinîctions are a grent starting.point in life ;

su deterinine the comparative attainments of competitors as to fix -hey introduce a imîain weil: nay, they Cren addi to lis influence
upon the onie who absolutely stands first. Ii inost c.ises prizes, .tfter-wards." No doubt this is true, if there is suflicient ballast to-
schiolarships and iiiedals are awarded on the result tif ser erat -arry the honor, enough of practicai goodl sense and other quahities
examinations in the hands of as nany ditTerent exaininers. But no o suppiement it. Too often, hon-serer, hopes are excited within
two examners mark alike even ou the sano paper ; and a still lie iiversity valls that are never realized beyond it. UnIess
gre.iter disp.trity is seen when they work on different papers. prize.men have acquired sonethiug more thiau poner te nake hiighi

One ex'auniiier attaches special importance to logical statemnent, scoresatt examinations, they will bu doonied to wander-unttof huior
arid narkIs accordingly ; another, to accuracy ; a third to neatness with theinselves and usulc à te society. I would refer especially,
and clearness ; a fourth, to show diction ; aiother tu a confornity hiowever, to the danger of orertuork in competing for prizes. Weil-
to his own favorite muethods of solviig problemîs or elucidating regulted study is not injurious ; but in the exciteinent of unning
propositions. mur prizes study is not well regulated. By many this is regai ded as-

.Now, supposing a set of papers on the different subjecis of rim chief objectioni to the systemn, and certainly it ought not to be
a competitive examination to haviepassed through the hiands of these ligitly passed over.
live examiners, and rusults to be recorded. Let these sanie papers Allow mie ini closing to offer a few suggestions
be passed on te five other competent examiners in the same 1. Let al] our unmversities aure te abolish ali p. izes, schoIar.hips
subljects. for their independent verdict. Who does not know the and miedals. They cati establish confederation on this ncasuro at,
pr.,bable result ? 'T'lhe man selected as facile princeps by the first least, and it vould bu a popular form of union. If Germamny wali
examiners mîay haiiy rank a g.ood second in the hands of the lier tun grand universities and 13,000 students, cau take thi.
others ! In support of my position, I ask yon to look at tho position, and lead the world lin university work, why ieed i we fear
nuinber of appealsi that are sustainied in coninoction with cur te fallow? Our Icadiugclieîsh ve vartuall admitted the desirab-
departimiental examnations. If no appeals are sustaîmed in univer- ity of sici a iove : but they appear te be maiti.g for ene aucitier,
sity exammations, it is only beciuse no appeals are allowed. and tîuch like your mierch -.ns on the question o! eariy clsmg. If by

Take, for instance, the departmiental and university exaininatiois one sweep tle change were effected, a sigh of relief %rouit rise fron
of last îmonth. Who would have the assurance to say that a prize every lardo-vorkinig, coniscienltimos professor in the country. 2.
or a mdal could be given on such papers as we hîiad on suveral very Let all public montey no'îw usied for this purpose bespont oit inrreas-
important subjects i ing the elliciency of tie provincial university 3. Witli existing

Iln fact, tlere are ie fundanental controlling priiciples on which private benlefactions let a fund bu cstasbhs!ied for bestowmt
examinera ire compelled to act. Upon the idinsyncracies of any beineficiary aid oi neusly students, ci a plain simnmar to that
particular exaniner there appears to b le ocho-k. Individuaity in operation at Yale College. -4. Let sucli further contributioms na
characterizes all our examinations. To titis one would not neces- cai be obtaiied, he devoted te totheencourageiieit of un-iginal esearch,
sarily object ; but in too nmany cases there is a disregard for fraruliig felltcps, and special host.faduate work. 5 Tien, if
estabhshed Iiiiuits, and n1o comuno standard of difliculty as between lecesary, mand nit iii then, wi.n'd we sa, to the authorities of our
papers of the sanie grade. And yet ai the resuits of ;uch examin- provinicialiiiiteraity, "Ask tlie Legislaturo fur additional aýsistance,
ations miny of our prizes mnust bu awarded. and ylou will get il. WVhat is of equal importance, yeut oill descrre

2. Even suppasing thatthe tînuericalresults o! our examiiiinati.ns it." mu. '.i yuo ask, "What is to suipply tIne place of scholarsips,
were reliable, a writteu examination alone carino d.et.eriipip Wha a prizes, and muedals 1" I woild say, first of ail, consign to the


