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THE BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.
in the htdect, wbr tlcro is no direct advantago
to bc gairi-

".The inqportance of accurately knowing the
-pro6iéio t <nado for the maintenance of ,bo peo.
VIle in sue ;Aot less than that of knuwing ahea
yenr ij' d acof various articles of commerce,
%vhieb are employed as accessones an manufae'
turing procosce. • e • It would riot bo
possible to calculate with any tolorablé necun.cy
the los in money which this country bas sustan.
0d, thraugh the want of information, thus shown
wit iregla toely ne year's operation ; but wC
cant tave o lesitation ta blieving thast its
amount must hava bei at loa sufficienît, if cm.
ployed at intterest, to iprovidò in perpetuity for
overy expenso that could accomnpaany the mont
completely «gamiseid machimery for collreting

gnecuhuralstatistics throughout the Unitcd King-

It as well known, by every body who havo
nade any extensive inquires concerning the
state of agriculture, as a science, in vaious parts
of the kngdom, that the advances nade insone
counties have net been Litherto fullowcd in
others; and it bas been stated, in illustration of
iisfat, tat, ifalUEngland was as well cultivat-

-ed as'fhe.counties of Northumberand and Lin-
coln, it would produce more than double the
quantity that is now obtained. To what can tb
discrepanicy b owing, unless lt be to want of i-
formation, such ae the publie egent would collect
a each county, and which could net fad to mte.
rest deeply every fariner throughout tho whole
-extentf hoe kngdom. If the :ultivators of land
wlcre-agricultural knowledge is <he lcast advan.
ced could*be'brought to 'know, upon evidenco
thiat would not adiit cf doubt, that the farmer of
Northumberland or Iincolnshire procured, froin
land of fertility net superior to-ti owli, larger
-and more profitable crops than he in la lc habit
of raising,'is it likely that he wouli bo contented
with his inferiority 1 'The fariers of England
have often been accused of an -undue preference
for the plans and processes empioyed by their
uncestors, and their pertinauity lu thisrespect has
been cortrasted with the rapidity that accompa.
.nies the marchof improvement in mechanical and
manufa turing proceses. Tie reason for <bis
dilference is obvious. Manufacturera, residing
in town, a.e brought necessarily and constantly
into collision; new inventions are continually
tuught under their notice, se tiat -their results
can be traced and judged with the greatest s.
curacy. PracticaL agriculturists, on the ontra.
yy, live apart; they come together but rarely,
and have net that degree of acquaintanceship,
the one with the alter, which leadu them, evear
vhen tbey met, to the interchange of profession.
al experience. If the result of a. succesaful ex-
perimetshould at any tme reach theirears, they
cannot be certain <bat ail the circumatances con.
nected with its prosetution have been faithfully
detailod, or that the advantages ascribed te a
iew method may net he the consequence of ac-

cidentai eases. Auch as a propitious season, for
instanea. Men are generally prone ta doubt
every thing that is niot presented ta their own
observation, and âls ls espeially the case with
egard to i orawemeats -which imaply the iental

suiperiority of othersover outrelves. The manu.
facturer, on the contrary, sees for himsclf, he is
net called upon to take any thing upon trust; ho
cau weigh ani judgewith the minutest accuracy
all the tiriaunstances of each case; and what lie
sees can owe no part of its success to other than
human egency ; what another bas once done, ho
anay always succcefully imitate. Tho tendency
of information,.such as w'uld b procured by
the agency already described, wouldbeln a grçat
degree te remove the disadyantsge in dt re.
spect, under which the. brnier enow suffers--
Resulta place befoiro him, npon such unques.
tionable authority, resting -not upon a sangle ex-
periment only, but upot the practice of hundreds
otr-en placed in the sayne circumstances as

imsel, muset ie received by him na undoubted
facts, and he gusa he cdrive4 to -tho adoption of
whateyr ruight come tlhs recommended, with
ai alacrity eqùal to that which ve sec çxhlbited
by the xpapgfaçturer.

IL is ferr that the time s yet distantin wiuch
varioits classes of the sane community will bo
willing ta make the apparent sacrifice, each oe.
of its ovin fancled advantages, cio the altar 6f tho

general good, viti tht conviction that the sharo
cach must obtain e that tood will provo an am-
pi compensation for the peculiar benefit that
iay bo relinqushed. The contrary principlC

scenms at present ta boa lhcb with the grcaest te.
nacity. IL la beslda feated that, if the public
should acquire knowlcdgo of any such îpeculiar
adivantages, those who possess them would b
expsed te have item Invaded. Tho agriculttur.
a in this country, wlat is called a protected
interest; aur cultivators, consequently, appear
desirous of excluding inquiries which night have
the efeqt of weakening their claim ta the conti.
nuance of that protecthon. Ths fear sa al oge.
ther chimerical. In Beigium where tho utnost
publicity le given te ovory circumstanco connect.
cd with the agriculture of the country, it has
ný,ver been pretended that any advantago bas
licou taken ofdtiatpublicity. e 0 4

Theinformation which it appears té b no de.
sirable to obtain with reference to the wholo
kingdom, is alroady easily procurable with re.
gard to cach individunl farm, by any person who
has a sufficient interest te instill him te the task.
'rte landlord, who ie interested in extracting a
duo proportion of tho -rodice of a garni under the
nanie of rent, cannot find much difficulty in cor.
rectiy estimating that produce. A similar facili.
ty attends the operations bath of th tithe-proctor
snd the parochial-tax gatherer. The knowledge
is, in fact, nready procureablo by overy cine who
can turn it to the disadvantage of the fariner ; aI
that is wanted is te extend the information, se
that the farmer hinself rnay bo plated in a condi.
tien ta profit fron its possession."

Working Oien, or £payed Melf-
cra.

Wu have always beon of opinion tbat oxen or
spayed heifers, might be more profitably em-
ployed, bath in the cart and plougb, particularly
the latter, in situations remote fron our principal
c'iec, <han here. The> aro les expensive te

keep-they may be worked a fewyearswithout
the originnI value of the animal beiig materially,
if at al reduced; and then fattened and sold to

the butcheri whvereas d fakrmhorse is mueb
more expensive ta keep, and soon bogies toless-'
en in value, and 'his deterioration continues frein
year te year, until e is completely worn out,

snd only worth the price of bis skin.
We have seen speyed heifers worked at a

ploughing match in the old country, and too

without a driver, an'd performed their work in a

sbrter tine, than most of the ploughs that was
drawn by horses, of the very best description,-
Spayed heifers, weil selected, would answer in

tis country mach botter <han oxeu-they are
faster, and wili bear the excessive heat botter-
In the old country, 'We were in the constant ha.

bit of*isirg them, anid found them te answer ex.

tremely Weil. In England, a considerable diver.
sity of opinion exists upon the subject of employ.
ing oxcn or horses in agriculture. Our own
opinion ie, that bath should he employed on al.
most every fari i British America, thatis over
ten miles froin our prjncipal markets. Formeras
in tbis country have not to travel so much upon
hard roads as in England, and can botter dis.
pense with a large number of horses, One horse
coraumes the produco of as much land as would
support fio or ix humanbeigs., or perhaps more.
1;y adopinga propersystem of amannglng work.
ing oxen orspeycabeifers,-having- them ta come,
to-the yoko in regular succession, and fatening
those that wero becorning old,farmers mnight have
most of their work,-both of ploughing and sarc.
ing, exceuted at rnuch less expense than by
horses. Oxen and speyed heifers, that have-been
worked for a few years, fatten readDly, yield a
Járge quantity of tallow, and make bc ofi the
yery best quality.

Wi have the niçans of selecting very suitable
animali here for tlio yoke, and no doubt ve
might effect contiderable improvement in our pre-
sent stock of neat cattle, by careful breeding. lu

England the De'vonshire, éad Sussox oxen are
geerailly considered as unrivalled ia th yoke,
and aresupposed-to possesDme of thoso qual.
tics moet destrale in working cattle; among

ald mnr be mentioned great qidcknesu.of ac-
tion, docilty>and goodnes of temper, stoutness,
and n truthasndllonestyof purpose whenat work,
that anty hom.teenis cannot pretend to. Mr.
Yon au, a umodoar"writor of auch consiueration,
observes .- The principal objection to the De.
vonsinre oxev ii, that they liave not amfficent
strengthî for iasecious clayed soih; they will,
liowe ver, exeat their strengthto the utmost, and
stand many a dead puli,, whichfew horses couit
bh indutcd orforcedtoattempt, They are uni-
formly worked inyokes, sud notin colgres. Pour
oxen, or six young steers,-are the usual teau et..
ployed in: the phough," Vancouvreinlii. "Shr-
vey of Devonsbise,?"sys, " That it i's a-cimmon
day's work on faBow-and %Ir our steers to.
plough two acres with-a double.huerow plought"

Mr. Yonatt in spealing of the Sissex oxcen,
asys t-" Almost the South Downsoxen are much.
employad, but net perhaps in un equal:drgree go,
horses. lu the Weau of Sussex <6ey bave the
grester share of ew ?abour; and on ut faim of'
100 acree thcre is sually a horse and an ex tesai;
on a larger fang thore are mor e:ent Tho'
coarse breed.is always slow, and soon ater ima
years old, it can scareely le worlied at ail to adsi
vantage. The light 'breed,. the true Susex of'
nainy a century, wii sep eut a)ight and as fat,,
and will do almost as nuchkwork as any bose,.
and stand as nany ' those dsad pulls. Of dh.
speed which sonie cf them poisse, proof was:
given when a Sumsex o ran fur miles against
time, over the Lowes race.course,, and accora-
plished the distance in saixteen. rsnates."

Mr. Yonatt, in reforence t- the Devonshire ex
employed in the plough, says a-- There is a. p
culiarity in driving the. oz team which la very
pleasing te the stranger, and the reanembrance or
which, connected with his-eury days, the notice
does net soon lose. A man andi boy attend
each teae; the boy chaunts that which can
scarcely be regarded as any distinct tune, but
which is a very pleasing succession ofsounds, re-
sembling tho counter.tenor in theservice.of tie
cathedral. He singaaway with unweariedlungs,
as he trudges along, almost frein mruing to
night, while every now and then the plonglrnan,
as ho directs the movement of the teamt, puts in
hi# lower notes, but in perfect conconi, When
the traveller stops in one of the Devonehire -al.
leys,- and hears the simple musie froui the drivers
of the ploughs, on the alope of the bill on either
aides, ho experi races a pleasure which the opera.
tien of husbandry could scarely be supposed to
be capable of affording. The chaunting la &&id
ta animate the oxen somewhat in the same way
as the musical belle that are so prevalent in the
mie country. Certainly. the oxen move elong
with an agility that would be scarcely eipected
lrometde, and the team may oe wiathed along,
while without oe harsh word being hieard o- the
goad or thie whip appied. The oponèntseï ox
husbandry shoula visit the valleys of North sud
South Devon, te se. whatthis animal is capable
of perfqrnning, and how he performa it."

Certally it is only by seeng how oxen iuitable
to the yoke, and properly managed in the,yoke,
perfor their ork, that we can be able to fori
an accurate estimate of their yalue in agriculture,
compared with horses. This we do not ofensee
in British America. Farmers breed oxen with.
out any regard to their suitability te plough or
cari, and they employ them i ploughteanms, with.
out any selection. They bave a pair, two pair,
or more, ofeoxen, and all ar trained to the plough
whether fit for itor not. Breeding ofneatcattle
foreveryparposoiaconducted in thosaime way,
so far asregardsthefemale. Alitheheiferkind,
no matter how defective in shape or appearance,
arc put to breed - no selection as made- and
hience, le may well be conceived that we caOnot
have very choice «r purfectstock for ay purpceo.
'Thero ars sorne exceptions certainly, we havei
farmers who are very partiéularim breedingstock,
ana' avo excellent stock to show, but in generat
there ja net mnuch attention given ta make judi-
ciousselections of the female, or hifer kind for

breeding. Almot every heilerlbred lu the cout-
try is allowed· ta breed agai, and-while that le
the vase, ve nover Can have an exceUetald
profitablo stock.


