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in the suhject, where thero is no dircetadvantago
Ao bo gainfod -

“ Tho importance of accurately knowing tho
provision made for the maintenance of 1hio peo.
Plo is surely not less than that of knowmng the
Yearly produco of various articles of commerce,
‘which aro employed as accessories in manufae.]
turing procerscs. ¢ ¥ & * Itwould notbo
possible to calculate with any tolerabla accun.cy
the loss in money which this country has sustain.
od, threugh the want of information, thus shown
with regard 1o ealy one year'soperation; but wo
oan kavo n0 hesitation ‘in belioving that its
nmount must kavo baem at least sufficiont, if em.
ployed at imerest, to provide in porpetuity for
every e;%oinm the gould ;ccomp;ny thltlx most
complotely enganiced machinery for collecting
agricukwrs sta tistics throughout the United King.
ao"‘_ k2 l ] E ] » L

Ttis well known, by every body who have
snado any oxtensive inquiries concerning tho
state of agriculture, as a science, in variousparta
‘of the kin%:icm, that the advances mnade insome
countries have not been hitherto followed in
others ; and it has been staved, in illustration of
this fact, that, ifall England was as well cultivat-
ed ay'the counties of Northumberfand and Lin.
coln, it wotdd produce more than double the
quantity that is now obtained. To what cantus
discrepancy be owing, unless it be to want ofin-
formation, such as the public sgent would collect
in each county, and which could not fail 10 inte.
rest deeply every farmer throughout tho whole
extent of the kingdom, If the cultivaters of land
where-agricultural knowledgo is the lcast advan.
ced could be brought to know, upon evidence
that would not admiit of doubt, that the farmer of
Northumbetland or Lincolnshire procured, from
land of fertility not superior to ki3 OWH, larger
and more profitable crops than he is in the habit
of raising, is it likely that ke would be contented
with his inferiority Y "The farmers of England
have often boen accused of an undae preforence
for the plans and processes empioyed by their
ancestors, nd their pertinacity in thistespect has
been conirasted with the rapidity that accompa.
nies tho march of improvement in mechanical and
manuiacturing processes. The reason for this
difference is obvious. Manufacturers, residing
in town, ave brought necessarily and constantly
into collision; new inventions are continually
t.rought under their notice, so _that -their results
can be traced and judged with the greatest ac-
curscy. Practical sgricuhurists, on the .ontra.
vy, live apart; they come togother but rarely,
and have not that degree of acquaintanceship,
the one with the other, which leads them, ever
when they met, to the interchange of profeseivn.
al expericnce. If the result of a successful ex.
perimentshould at any time resch their ears, they
cannot be certain that all the circumstances con.
nected with its prosecution have been faithfully
detailod, or that the advantages ascribed to 2
new method may not be the consequence of ac-
cidental canses, such as = propitious season, for
instanee. Men are generally prone to doubt
overy thing that is not presented to their own
obeervation, and s is especially the case with
regard to improvements which imply the mental
superiotity of others aver ourselves. ‘The manu.
facturer, on the contrary, sees for himsclf, he is
not catled upon to take any thing upon trust; he
can weigh and judge with the minutest accuracy
all the circumstances of each case; and whathe
86e8 can OWe no part of its success to other than
human sgency ; what another has once done, he
anay always successfully imitate. The tendency
of iformation, such as would be procured by
the agency already deseribed, would be'in a great
degree t0 remove the disadyantsge in this re.
speet, under which® the. farmer now suffers—
Results placed hefore him, upon such unques.
tionable euthority, resting not upon'a.sungle ox-
periment only, but upon the practice of hundreds
of njen: placed in the same circummstances as
himself, must be receivad by bim as undoubted
facts, apd he must he driven to-the adoption: of
whateyer might coms thus recommended, with
an alacrity equal to that which wse aco ¢ahibited
by the manufacturer.

Tt i feared that the timo is yet distantin whick
various classes of the same community will bo

willing to mako the apparent sacrifico, ench one
of ity own fancied advaniages, on the altar of the

goneral gaod, with tho conviction that the sharo
ench must obtain of that good will prove an am.
pio componsation for the peeulior bonefit that
may bo relinquished. Tho contrary Yrinciple

scems at presont to bo held with tho greaiest te- | ¥

nacity. It is beslles feared that, if the public
should acquiro knowledgo of any such peculiar
advontages, thoso who possess thom would be
exposed to have them Invaded, Tho agricultur.
al i8, in this country, what s called a profected
interest; our cultivators, consequently, sppear
desitous of excluding inguiries which might have
the effect of weakening their claim to tho tonti.
nuance of thae proiection. This foar is ul oge.
ther chimorical. In Belgium whero tho utmost
publicity is givon to ovary circumstance connect.
cd with tho agriculturo of the country, it has
nuver been pretended that any advantage has
boon takon of thatpublicity. .k

Theinformntion which it appeats t6 be ao de.
sirable to obtain with reference to the wholo
ingdom, is alroady ocasily procurable with re.
gard to cach individuat farm, by any person who
has a sufficient interest to instill him to tho task.
The landlord, who is interested in extracting a
due proportion of tho »roduce of e farm under the
name of rent, eannot find much difficulty in cor-
rectly estimating that produce. A similar facili-
ty attends the operations bath of the tithe-proctor
and the parochial-tax gatherer. The knowledge
is, in fact, already procureabla by every oue who
can turn it to tho disadvantage of the farmer; a'l
that is wanted is to extend the information, so
that the farmer himself may be placed in a condi-
tion to profit from ifs possession®*

S
Working Oxen, or Spayed Meif-
e“.

‘Wo have always been of opinion that oxen or
spayed heifers, might be more proﬁtatrly em-
ployed, both in the cart and plough, pu'uculfrly
the latter, in situations remote from our principal
citics, than horses. They aro less expensive to
keep—they may be worked a fow ycors, without
the original value of the animal being materially,
if at all reduced ; and then fattened and sold to
the butchers whereas e farm.home is much
more expensive tn keep, and soon begins toless."
en in value, and this deterioration continues from
year to year, until he is completely woen out,
and only worth the price of his skin.

We have seen speyed heifors worked at o
ploughirg match in the old country, and too
without a driver, and performed their work in 2
shorter time, than most of the ploughsthat was
drawn by horses, of the very best deacription—
Spayed heifers, well selected, would answer-in
this country much better than oxen—they are)
faster, and will bear the excessive hoat better.—
In the old country, wo were in the constant ho-
bit of usivg them, and found them to answer ox-
tremely well. In England; a considerable diver.
sity of opinion exists npon the subject of employ-
ing oxen or horses in agriculture. Our own
apinion is, that otk should be employed -on al.
most overy farm in British America, thatis over
ten miles from our principal markets. Farmers
ir this country have not to travel 2o much upon
hard roads as in Englsnd, and can better dis-
ponse with a Jargo number of horses, One horse
comumes the produce of as much land as would
support fivo or 3ix humanbeings, or perh.aps more.
By adopting s proper System of mansging work-
ing oxen orapoycd heifers,—having them to come
to'the yoke in vegular succession, and fattening
thoge that were becoming old, farmers might have
most of tkeir work, both of ploughing and cart.
ing, exccuted at mmch less expense than by
horses. Oxen and speyed heifers, that have-beea
worked for a few years, faiten readily, yield a
Jarge quantity of tallow, and make beof of tho
very hest quality. ) .

We have the means of sclecting very suitabla
animals -here ,ﬁ:l{ddieb oke, and no doubt ws
might effect considerabloimprovement in our pre-
scnt stock of neat cattle, by careful breeding. In

England the Devonshire, #nd Sussox oxen are
genemlly convidered as wnrivalled in the yoke,.
and. aro d-to possesssonie of thuse gquali.
ues most desraBle in working cattle; among
hich mey be: ;mentioncd great quicknees of ac-
tion, docility and goodness of temper, stoutness,
and a truth and ffonosty of purposs whenat work,
that.mcny home:toams canniot pretend fo. M.
Y onatt, 2 ymodo.n: writer of much consiveration,
ofiscrves =~ The principal objection to the De-
vonshire oxen is, that they Rave nut sifficent
strength for tenacious clayed soile; they will,
howvuver, exest their strength. to the utmost, snd
stand /nony e dead » Which. few lrorses coulid
bo indttced or forced-to attempt, They are uni-
formly worked inyokes, and notin colure.

oxen, oF siX young steers,.aro the usual tcam em-
ploycd ire the plosgB.”  Vancouvre, in his # Sur-
vey of Devonshire,”says, # Thatit is & commwon
day's work on fallowdand for four steers to
plough two acres with 2 doublefivvow plough

Mr. Yonstt in speaking of the Sussex oxen,.
says ;— Almost the South Downsoxen are much.
cmployod, but not perhaps in an equal degree to-
horscs. In the Wealll of Susscx they have the
greater sharo of the Fsdour; and on x farm of
100 acree there ig weually a horse and sn ox team 3,
on a larger { there are more everx Tho'
coarie breed is always slow, and soon atter six
years old, 1t can scareely be worked at at! to ad-
vantage. ‘The light ‘breed, the Wrue Susbex of
nsny a century, will ssep out ss ightand ss fast,.
and will do slmost as work as any horse,,
snd stand as nany ¢ ; those dead pulls, Of the:
speed which some of them possess,- proof was
given when a Sussex ox ran four miles against
time, over the Lewes racecourse, and accom.
plished the distance in sixteen rw'nutes.”

Mr. Yonatt, in reference to the Devonshire ox
employed in the plough, seys 3— Thereis a pe-
culiarity in driving the- ox team which is very
pleasing to the stranger, and thro remeembrance of
which, connected with his-eaxly days, the potice
does not soon lose. A man and .a boy attend
each team ; the bov chaunts that which can
scarcely be regarded os any distinet tune, but
whichis & very pleasing succession of sounds, re-
sembling the counter-tenor in thaservice.of the
cathedral. He sings away with unwearied lungs,
as ho trudges along, almost from moming to
night, while every now and then the ploughman,
a8 he directs the movément of the team, puts in
his lower notes, but in perfect concord. ‘When
tho traveller stopes in one of the Devomehire -val.
teys, and hears the simple music from tbe drivors
of the ploughs, on the slope of the hill on either
sides, he experi ‘nces 2 pleasure which the opers.
tion vf husbandry could scarcely be supposed to
e capable of affording. ‘The chaunting is ssid
to animate the oxen somewhat in the same way
as the musicsl] bells that are so prevalent in the .
same country. Certainly. the oxen move slong
with an agility that would be scarcely expected
romeattle, and tho team may oe watched along,
while without one harsh word being heard of the
goud or the whip applied. The opponentsof ox
husbandry should visit the valleys of North and
South Devon, to see what this animal is capable
of perfqrming, and how he performs it

Certainly it is only by seeing how oxen suitable
to the yoke, and properly managed in the yoke,

perform their work, that we can be able to form

an gccurate estimato of their value inagriculture,
compared with horses. ‘This we donot oftensee

in British America. Farmers breed oxen with.

out any regard tv their suitability to plough or
cart, and they employ them in plough:teams, with.
out any sclection. They ‘have a pair, two pair,
or inore, of oxcn, and allare trained to the plough
whether fit for it or not.  Breeding of neat cattle
for every purposo is conducted in the same way,
go.far asregards the female. Al the heifer kind,
no matter how defective in'shape or sppearsnce,
are put to breed — no selection is made—and
hence, it may well be conceived that we cannot
have very choice or perfectstock for aay purpose.
“Thero ars some excoptions certainly, we hava
farmers who are very particularin breedingstock,’
and have exccllent stack to show, butin génerat
there is not much attention: given to make judi-
cious selections of the female, or heifer kind for
breeding. Almost every heiferbred in the coun.
try iz allowed: to breed ngain, and whije that is
the casa, we never can have.an excollenit-and

profitable stock.



