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israpidle producing the same result: the un-
sparng ax is busily engaged in its work of de-
struction, setilers seeming ezgr to get rid cf the
wood at soon as porsible, and veluing their farma
in proportion to the number of acres c'earcd.
Censequen'ly the same result may be cx; ected
as at the I.st, and 1he next genera'ion wil
probably witness the same scareity of timber and
the same bunefu! effeets from its absence that
are now felt in other portion= of the country.

As for the vist regien stretcling lrom the
Missi-sippi, or even the Wabush, to the Rocky
Mcuntains, it is well knewn that immense tracts
are entirely dectitute of t ees, and it iz perhaps
sefe to say 1nat less than one tenth «f the whole
districe is tinibered land.

Aside from the irtrinsic value o” wood ard
timber for the purposes of domestie economy,
some iferestivg cortidera‘ions srise from thig
improvident dectructicn cf the treasure lavigh-
ed upon the castern prrticn of the continent by
the hand of Nuture.

It will hardly be denfed that sferilitv, or at
Tesst a great depreciution of the soil, has follow-
ed the total destruction of timber wherever it
has occurred on a large scele, in connect:on with
tillage, particular'y of those couvutr'es s'tuated
south of the 40'h para lel of lattitude—S,r 1,
Perxia, the North Coast of Africa, Spain, ouce
fertile couctrics, acecrding to history—might
be adduced as instarces.

A lirtle refl ¢'ion wiil convinee us that a total
destrac’ion of woods aud ferests could hardly
lead to any other rcsult : water is an element
that is absolutely indispensable to vegetable Life.
It is a'ways within the power of mau, by proper
drainage apd deep culuvaiion, to ¢ rrect the
efficts of superabundent moistare ; but rarely
can he supply tha want of it by artificial iriza-
tion, exc-pt ina very uni qal mauner, fur inferwr
to that + ff rded by the clouds, those great ns-
taral reservo t+, or by watering ; a veiy lebori
0us pr ¢ 5§, necessarily confiued to small patches
of ground. .

Now itis well known tbat woods have the
property of atrracting electricity and of makmg
clouds disclarge their cuntenty, purticulurly
where they exst on elevated lands.  Trees, by
their shade and the leaves they deposit on the
soil, prevent the action of the sun frum dry ng
the scil too rapidly, and the moisture is retain-
ed to ve given slowly and beneficially to the ad
joiving lands. Bat this is only 2 part of the
valuable ageney of trees in agriculture ; they
act as patural wind-breakers, moverating its voi-
lence to a surprizing degree, aud preventing
ts carrying off the moisture of the earth.

In tbese par's of «ur ceuntry—Fend do Lac
—which are tin:bered, winter wheat is an almost
certain crop; not from the cuperiority of the
goil ov r $1at of the praries—for theJatter are
equally furtile—but. eimply from the protection
efforded against the wind by the surround

wocds ; the snow remaining a loug time on thy
ground to protect the plantg, and the goil re
teining suflicient moisture to bring them fof
ward till the herry matures, even in the dsief)
seasors ; wheress, on the prairie, no such i

tection exis's : the snow that falls upon 1l
grourd is partly drifted to the woods, and tfe
remainder rapidly disappedrs under the combindd
action of the sun and of winds that
with no obstacle, and conscquently sweep oy
the land with urcbecked violence, drying
the goil and withering the plant.  For this b
sor, it may be said that the enltivation nfwin"m
grairs is entirely abandoned on the prairie, in
this section at least, os experience has proved it
to be unprefituble.

The some effect is produced, altheugh ina
more subdued degree with rcgard to &pritg
crops ; a dry season invariably affectivg {te
open grounds of the prairie more injuriously
thau the timnered or the “ cak openings:’ for
the obvious reason that on ve y open lands the
winds carry off the moistare much more rapidy
than on those places which are, comparatively
sheltered,

In mountainous or even hilly countries, tts
total destruction of timber is attevded with the
mest Jamemtable Tesults.  Dounteins receive
far more water and snow from the clouds than
the lowlonds, and when their flanks are entirely
denuded ot the forests, which a bereficiert Na-
ture ulmost jovariebly plants there, the terrents
pro uced by showers and melting snow meeting
no longer with the powerful obstacles presented
by the roots of trees, tear the sides of the moun-
taing ; deep ravires apd lard slides cecur ; exd
the floods, instend of depositicg enrichitg
aliuvial matter in the velleys, roll upon them
mesees of gravel and sand which destroy their :
fert lity ; thus cuusirg a two-fold mischief, viz;
washing the mountaiu-side down toits primitive
formation, where only a stunted vegetation can
afterward subsist, ard covering the rich lowlands
of the va,ley with barren soil, besides filling the
ravigable channels of rivers with sand-bars,

The wonderful edaptation of the works of
natme to the wants of man is strovgly exbib-
ited with regard to the vast prairies of Ilkncis
Wisconsin, Misouri, lows, which are eo desti-
tate of fencivg and building timber ; aod yet,
by their clinate and the fertility cf their soil are
capable of maintaivirg & dense population. The
Upper Missirsippi, and many of its tributen®
by which those states ere watered, mostly take
their source s Mionesota and Nosthern Wis
covsin, in a country covered with dense foresls
of pire which are pronounced by most of thoe
who have visited them, to be irexhaustable; €
that everything is 1eady for the beucfiv of men:
the essily tilied prairics to supply the lumber-
man with food, the lumber to supply the pratiié
farmers with building and fencing materials, anﬂi




