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is rapidly pridueng the sane result : the un-
spar*ng ax is busily engaged in its work of de-
struction, settlers seeniug eag-r te get rid cf the
wood at soon as po, sible, and valuirg their farmns
in proportion to the nunber of acres c'cared.
Consequen'ly the sure resuit rray be ex! ected
as at the Est, and the next geueialioni i)
probaly wit nes the same s>earcity of timbr and
the same banefu! effects fron its absence that
arc now felt in other portione of the country.

As l'or the vIst reuion stre'cl ing frnm the
Missi.sippi, or even hie Wabasi, to the Raeky
Alcuntaine, it is w'ell known thaf iam nze tractï
are entirely dftitute if t eez, and it i perhaps
sufe te ay nat less than one tenth cf the whole
district is timbered land.

Aside fron the irtrinsie value or wood ai d
timber for the purposes or domrestie econony,
sone interestir-g coubidera-ions orise from tiis
improvident detructi"n cf the treasire lavish-
ed uponu the eastern pîrtion of the continent [y
the hand of Nrture.

It will larlly be dened that sierilitr, or at
least a areat riepreciation of tibe soi], has follow-
ed the total destruction oft tinmber wberever it
has occurrecd on a large scale, in connect:on wi: h
tillage, partienlar'y of those countres sýtuati d
south of the 40'lu para le1 of lattitude-Sa r a,
Persia, the North Coast of Africa, Spain, once
fertile couatris, acecrding to history-might
be adduced as instatCeS.

A li't'e refl cio i wiil'convince us that a total
destrue-ion of woods aLd ferests could hardly
lead to any other rsult : wa'er is an element
ihat iL absoutely iniispensable tovegetable life.
It is a'way s within the potw<r of inau, by proper
drain-ge ard de p cultiva:i n, to c rrect tle
efEcts of superaband.nt nioitire ; but rarely
can lue supp!y tha want of it by artificial irriga-
tion. exc-pt in a very un qal mnarner, far inferiur
te that r ff rded by the clouds, those great nu-
taral reservo r, or by watering ; a veiy la bori-
eus prt ce ss, necessarily conrflued to amall patches
of ground.

Now it is well Lnown that woods bave the
property of at'racting electricity and of mak'îîg
clouds diiclharge their content, particularly
where they ex:st on elevated lands. Tres, b%
their aliadd and th,- leaves they depobit on the
soil, prevcnt the action of the sun from dry rup
the sil too rapidly, and the imoisture is retair-
ed to nc given slonly and beieficially to the ad
joiniing lands. But ibis is only a part of the
valuable agerncy of trees in agriculture ; they
nct as natural wind-brenlerF, mo.erating its voi-
lence te a surpriking degree, and preverting
its carrying off the moist ure of the earth.

In those par s of ur country-Fond dn Lac
-which are tinbered, vitier wheatis un almost
cert.in crop ; niot frmn the Fuperiority of the
soil ov1 r tiat of the pra:ies-for the latter are
equally Artiik-but Einply from the protection
efforded against the wind by the surround n

woeds ; the sniow remaining a long time on thi
uround to protect the plants, and the soil re
tvinIng sufflicient moisture to bring them ro.
ward til the iherry matures, even in ilp drie 1
seasors ; vhereas, on the prairie, no such pr
tection exis's : the snow that falls upon i e
grouvd is partly drifted to the woods, and t e
remainder ra pidly disappears under the combin d
action of the sun and of initids that ai
with no obstacle, and conscquently sweep o a
the land with urcbecked violevce, drying p
the soil and witherirg the p!ant. For thisrta.
Por, it niay be said that the c'iltivation of winier
gruirs is entirely abandoned on the prairie, in
this section at least, os experience has proved it
te e unprofitible.

'l'he same effect is produced, althongh ina
more subduied degree with r(gard to rpritg
cropsi ; a dey seafron invariably affectirg the
open grounds of the prairie more injurionsly
than the timnercd or the " cak openirngs;' for
thie obvious !eason that on ve y open landstIe
winds carry cif the moistire much more rapidly
than on those places which are, comparatively
she'tered.

In mounttainous or even hilly countriep, the
toi al destruction of timber is atterded with the
nist larremiable results. Nountains receive
far more water and snow fron ibe clouds than
the lowlonds, avd when their flanks are entirely
denuded et the forests, wliieh a bereficie(t Na-
tire almnst invariably plants there, the trmrnts
pro uced by showers and melting snow meeting
no longer with the powerful obstacles preiented
by the roots of treep, tear thé sides of the ioun-
tains ; deep ravires and lard slides cecur ; anLd
the fincde, instend of depositirg enrichirg
alluvial matter iii the v.'lleys, roll upon them
rnms:rs Of gravel ard sand which destroy their
fert lity ; thus causir g a twc-fold niiscbief, viz;
washing the mountain-side down te its priitive
formation, where only a stunited vegetation can
afterward subsist, ar d covering the rich lowltnd
of the va.ley with barren soi], besides filling the
eavigablo channels of rivers with sand-bars.

The wonderful -daptation of the works of
natiuie te the wants cf man is stronrgly exib.
ited with regard to the vast prairies of Illhnoi
Wisconsin, Mi.souri, Iowa, which are Eo deti-
tute of fencinîg and building timber ; and yet,
by 1heir clinate and the fertility cf their soil,are
capable of maintainirhg a dense population. The
Upper Mi-sissippi, and many of its tributerts
by which those states are wateîed, nostly tahe
their source in linnesota and Northern W.is
cor.sin, in a country covered with desme forests
of pir.e which are pronounced by niost of those
who have viAited them, to he ir.exhaustable; SO
that every thing is ieady for the ber:cfit ofan:rn
the eaýily tilied prairit s to supply the lumber.
man with food, t.e lumber to supply the Praine
farmers with building and fencing materials, and


