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to his own principles, it should be double that amount,
Again, if we compare it with the medium population of the
countries in Europe, the proportion will be in favour of the
latter nearly as two to one.? )

Notwithstanding the irreparable loss we suffered from the
sudden resentment and violence of these people, yet, in jus-
tice to their general conduct, it must be acknowledged,
that they are of the most mild and affectionate dispositiol;
equally remote from the extreme levity and fickleness of the
Otaheitans, and the distant gravity and reserve of the inha-
bitants of the Friendly Islands. They appear to live in the
utmost harmony and friendship with one another. The
women, who had children, were remarkable for their ten-
der and contant attention to them ; and.the men would
often lend their assistance in those domesti¢ offices, with a
willingness that does credit to their feelings. L

It must however be observed, that they fall very short of
the other islanders; in that best test of civilization, the re-
“spect paid to the women, Here they are not only deprived
of ‘the privilege of eating with the men, but the best sorts
of food are tabooed, or forbidden them. They are not al-
fowed to eat pork, turtle, several kinds of fish, and some
species of the plantains ; and we were told that a poor girl
got a terrible beating, for having eaten, on board our ship,
one of ‘these interdicted articles. In their domestic life,
they appear to live almost entirely by themselves, and
though we did not observe any instances of personal ill treat-
ment, yet it-was evident they had little regard or attention
paid them. . _

~The great hospitality and kindness with which we were
received by them, have been already frequently remarked ;

and

. * There is good reason to imagine that most of the early voyagers into
the South Sea, have exaggerated the numbers of the inhabitants in the va-
rious groups of islands they met with. The present calculation, most
readers will believe, is beyond the truth. Certain however it i3, that al-
most all the recent accounts are at variance with such astonishing esti-
mates as were formerly made. But, on the other hand, Mr Pinkerton’s
assertion, that * it is probable there are not above 300,000 souls in all
Australasia and Polynesia,”” (Geog. 8d ed. 2d vol. p. 172,) must appear so
extranrdinary when considered in opposition to them, as at once to con-
vey the notion of a bold adventure. Yet even this admits of some degree
of probability, from the account tormerly given, of the immense decrease
in the population of Otaheite. Altogether the subject is imperfectly un-
derstood, and labours under-peculiar difficulties; we ought to listen with
some hesitation, therefore, to all assertions respecting it.—E.
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