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-t should le double thut ainount.
to bis own principles, i 0

-Again, if we compare it witli the inedium-p6pulation of the
cou n ti-ies in Europe, the' proportion will be in favour of the
latter nearly as two to one."

Notwithstanding the imparable loss we suffered from the
sudden, resetitment and violence qf these people, yet, in jus-
tice to their general conduet,-it must be acknowledged,
that they are of the most inild and affectionate dispositicb*;

equally remote from theextreme levity and fickleness of the
Otaheîtans, and the distant gi-avity and reserve of the inha-

bitants ofthe Friendly Islands.' They appear to hve in the
U -iiiost harmony and friendship with one another. The

women., wlio had children, were i-emarkable for Lheir ten-.1 lar: r and contant attention to thern ; andthe men won
often lend their nssiftance in those domestié offices, Wîth a'

villingness that does credit to their feelings.
t must howev'er bc observed, Lhat they fâIl very short of

4, the other-isian'ders, in that best test of civilization, the re-
paid to the women. Here they are not oniy deprived

of lie . ge of eating wi,,.'.Ii the ' men, but the best sortsP
of food are tabooed, or forbidden them. -Théy'are not al-

loyed to eat rk-, turtie, several. kinds of fish, and ýsome
,,species of the plantains ; and we were told that a poor crirl
got a terrible beating, for 1avinty eaten- on board oùr ship,
one of -these interdic ed articles. In their doméýtÎc lité,

they appear to live zi1mosuentirely by themselves, and
thouryh we did not observe any instzinccs ofpersonal ill treat-
ment, yet it-was evideùt they liad fitt,

L %-le regard'or attention
paid them.

''The orea.t were
hospitality and kindness with which we

received by thein, bave been already frequently remai -ed
and

17here is good reason to imagine that most of the early voyagers into
tile South Sea, have exaggerated the numbers of the inhabitants i the va-
rious croups of islands they met with. The present calculation, niost

îeader' will believe, is beyond the truth. Certain however it is, that al-

most all the recent accounts are at variance with such astonishinfr esti-

mates as were formerly made. But, on the other hand, Mr Pinkerton's

assertion, that Il it is probable there are not above soo,000 souls in ail

Atistralasia and Polyncsia,, (Geog. Sd cd. fd vol. p. 17 0,) must appear so
extr aordinary wlien considered in opposition to the as at once to con-

vey the notion of a bold adventure. Yet even this adrnits of sorne degree

of probability, from the account fbrmerly given, of the înirnense decrease

in the population of Oitaheite. Altoggether the subject is imperfectly un.
derstood, and labours under-peculiardifficultics; weou.,'.ittoliste.,iwith

tberefore, to ail a5scrtioiis respectin -E


