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Mr. Sifton's Utterance ls Not-
oble Feature of Debate—
Speculatnon on. His Political|

AGAINST BHLL

Mr. German, Liberal, of Well=
and, Expected to Resign His
Seat as Challenge to Gov-
ernment

OTTAWA, Mar. 1.—Parliament is still
agog with excitement over the great
which Hon. Clifford Sifton de-
livered in the Commons yesterday in
denunciation. of the reciprocity agree-
ment.

The first question on everybody's Jips
is as to Mr. ‘Sifton's ‘political: future.
Will he retain his seat: on the front
bench of the government? Will he cross
to the oppesition side of the House?
Will he resign his seat for Brandon?
Will he go out of pelitics altogether?

The member for Brandon .is as silent
upon the subject as the proverbial oys-
ter, but those wheo clalm to know say
that his immediate .action will be to
stump the country against reciprocity.
If so the people will hear one of the
finest stumpers and spokesmen Canada
has produced.

But there is a story.of more vital in-
terest ‘in eirculation: The next speaker
in the reciprecity debate, which will be
resumed tomorrow will be W. M, Ger-
man of Welland. He will be the Second
Liberal ‘to oppo#e ‘reelprocity from his
place in the House butat is stéted thuty
he will do move—that,he will ¢hgllenge

speech

the government to an issué in hig eori-}

stituency, that he will resign his seat
and contest it against a reciprocity cafi-
didate. Mr. German, following the exams-
ple of Mr. Sifton, refuses to commit
himself until he speaks in the House,
but if he makes the contemplated chal-
lengs, ithe result will be an object lesson
to the' government.

It is stated that there will be several
other ‘“bolters” from the Liberal party,
the chief names mentioned being J. R.

3 customs revenie
:ﬁ.sssm an increase of $10,816454
mrer the first eleven months -‘

NEW YORK, Mncn 1.~~The ,Lpndon
underwriters with whom Mrs. Maldwin

offered a reward here today of 35000 tor
their return.

Mrs, Drummond, ‘who was tormrly
Mrs. Marshall Field, Jr., of ‘Chicago, |
been quoted as saying. that
give at least $5000 tﬂ' the ° rotnﬂi of
her jewels. ;

The theft took place on board the
steamship Amerika some time between
10,30 o'clock Sat.utda.y night and  9.30
the tollowinc morning, and was first
reported : hore on  Sunday night, when'

value of the jewels was estimated: at
$180,000, though through sentimental
associations Mrs. Drummond held them

Legislation 1o -Safé
Workers Among
Bills—Many" Raﬂmﬁ
ers Gran*ted

If it is true that ‘blessed is the na-
tion whose annals are tiresoms,” then!
perhaps it may be written with equal:
truth that “blessed .18  the session
whose annals are tiresome.” ' Certainly
the records of the legislative  gession
which ended yesterday ' contain  Iittle
that is very arresting or. electrifying;

Stratford of West Peterboro, Lloyd Har-
ris of Brantford and W. O. Sealey of
Wentworth, but nothing will be definite-
ly known until they get upon  their
feet.

A careful canvas of the Conservative
members shows that they will be solid
to a man against the government and
the agréement.

There will not be a single “bolter” on
that side. The debate has now revived.
The party whips have been notified by
one hundred members that they desire to
Speak. This means a long session if these
men are to be allowed to vent their views

the House, and there is no law in the
land to prevent them:

Sir Wilfrid Laurier is due to leave
here on May 12 for the imperial confer-

e and Liberal members assert that if

S prevented going, the country will
vengeance upon the opposition, but
he Conservatives laugh at this and
jﬂ nt out that the interests of Canada
nd that this thing shall be probed
e bottom. The real purpose, purely

P litical, it is alleged, ‘of the Fielding-

aft compact will be laid ‘bare before
the Dominion is plunged into an unneces-

trade revolution. The general opin-

S that the effect in the country of

Lmd of such a strong Liberal as

be propounced—much

ronounced than if made alone by
rs of the opposition,

one gainsays that the government

Fisher to follow Mr. Sifton. Mr.

is a peculiarly ineffective debater.

all is now insistent that Sir Wil-
Laurier and Mr. Fielding explain’
tails of the measure that parlia-

'l Is asked to pronounce upon. So far
" has dealt definitely with the is-

SKAGWAY FIRE

Military Quarters Damaged and
Quartermaster Sergeant Injured
by Stream of Water *

SKAGWAY,  Alaska, Mar. 1—Fire
ich broke out early today and burned
'v four hours damaged the guarters
the regimental band and company H,
“lxteenth Infantry, at Fort William H.
“eward, causing a loss of $5000. No one
S seriously {njured, although Quarter-
"“*tﬂr Sergeant Winterberger :was un-
‘onscious two hours after he was knock-
“d over by a’ stream of water directed
it the fire,
The fire started in the basement and
On spread to the first and second floors.
“° entire garrison was turned out in
Sponse to the fire ecall’ and the men
““rked hard to get the flames under

So

‘ontrol. The fire was discovered at 1.30}4

this morning and was not extinguished |
Until after four o’clecks A board of in-

duiry consisting of Major C. W. Kennedy, |

‘\;mam G. H. White and Lieut E.
Ichalelis, has been appointed to lnvuti-
gate the cause of the fire.

sitated by the changlng conditions  of

but they do show a.  considerable
amount of solid workin the improve-
ment of the laws of -the province;

In that portion which may be brack-
eted ‘as “public © safety - legisiation,”
probably the most  striking < measure
was the Premier's bill to amend the
Coal Mines Regulations Act; but while
this may be classed as an outstanding
bill in itself, it containg few character-
istic features ready intelligible to the
lay mind.! Experts in coal mining tes-
tify, however, that the bill comprises
all that is best in the coal mines laws
of other countries making: for the
greater safety of the mine workers. The
House certainly spent more -time on
this bill than on any other during the
session, the protracted discussions in’
committee being due chiefly to the
minute criticlem of Mr. Hawthorn-
thwaite and Mr. Willjams, the latter
especially bringing = to bear on it a
practical knowledge which  proved
beneficial in many particulars. In spite
of Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s criticismg he
acknowledged when the bill came up
for third reading that it was one of
the best measures ever passed in the

tion of the kind in sny part of the.
world. g

Another public safety measure of
Breat importance was the Attorney-
General’s. bill to.regulate the use of
motor vehicles. This was a bill neces-

twentieth century travel. Its regula-
tions were condemned by many automo-
bile men as being too drastic, but the
Attorney-General declared that where
the safety of the public is concerned
it is better that the arm of the law
should be stretched a little, but “who
by taking thought can add one cubit":
to that which is made too short! The
bill at least provides definite rules for
automobile traffic; it provides -a good
working basis and should anything in it
prove impracticable it will at least al-
ways be possible to amend it. - It must
be borne in mind that the same com-
plaint- of gver stringency was -ralsed
against the Liquor Aect which the At-
torney-General .brought down a year
ago, but which has been found to work
exceedingly well in practice. The Tram-
ways Inspection Act, also introduced
by the Attorney-General, validates rules
for the better control of tramway traf-
fic, and so also insures greater safety
to the traveling public.

Another ‘measure. with humanitarian
alms was the amendmsnt t0 the Health
Aect brought down by Hon. Dr. Young,
to provide for the inspection of logging
camps, sawmills. an oghor Andustrial

Drummond had insured her ptolen jewels |

‘she_would G

the -Amerika docked. At that time the|

| Bleyent mi: «gaptured. by th reb-

‘today “report that these

House, and probably the best legisla- |.

est-bushmen‘u. Whp’ conditions in |

;lnsurrecto Forca Fails 1o Make
- Expected Attack on Naco—|
Taxes Make Revolution Un<|m

popular

GUADALAJARA, Mex., - March 1.—

-Fifty ‘men,of the Third Battalion of

Infantry departed today for Encarna~
‘cion  station, ' forty-eight - kilometres
south df Aguas Calientes, to guard the
big steel bridge at that point. -
Detachments of Jalico * gendarmes
have been ordered there.-
Reports reached’ here that the rebels
planned to blow up the bridge. = All the
principal bridges on the Guadalajara di-
-vision of the erroo,d are :guarded by
gendarmes.
.,:The BEighth Battalion, which recently
arrived from Mexico City, departed for
Lower \California, going by . special:
train to Manzanillo. . A detachment of
artillery with :several machine guns de-

‘| parted with the command.

. Damags to Rallway.
TORREON, Mex., March 1.—The ma-
rooned ‘Mexican Central passenger train

Wor hu been roeehnoq. that Captalg
Ferdinando Curiel; su officer . of  the

had esc&ped and ‘had telegraphed of: his
freedom:;
His' wWhereabouts is not dlscloged

No Attack on Naco.

band which threatened Naco, Mexico,
did not ‘attack the town today, but in-

its former headquarters, twelve miles
southwest of Douglas. The rebels are
within striking distanée of either Agua
Prieta or Naco. The rébel command is
in three bands, one from Bogoachi,
by Romero Bracamante, and another Aed:
by Juan Cabrala, of Minas Prietas, re-
cruited in Southern' Sonora.

“Red” Lopez is in command of the
band recruited along  -the border and
also acts as interpreter. :

Two Mexicans who came into Douglas
bands have
swung around from Naco and are now
between the federal troops' at Fronte-
ras and !\‘guu ‘Prieta.

Small bands of rebels -are operating
farther south, and have taken the fol-
lowing towns: Sinoquipe, Banamachi,
Huepeca, Ranchita, Aconch‘l Baviacors,
Ctnadancha

The rebels Thave levied taxes on the
towns taken, and the sentiment in them

ally among the small merchants.

Many Mexicans have left this vicin-
ity to join the rebels. It is estimated
fifty left tz_'om Clifton, Arizona, today.

STRIKE SHORT-LIVED

Chicago Compaositors Who Left Work
Are Ordered Back by Mr.
- Lynch

CHICAGO, March 1—The Chicago
Typographical Union late - today de-
clarnd off the strike of compositorson
the Chicago Examiner and Chicago
Evening American.” This action was
taken by & unanimous vote in  re-
sponge to the order of the executive
council “of ' the' International Typo-
graphical Union.

As the meeting was held late, some

the ¢omposing room force of the Ex-
aminer restored and organized in time
for effective work. ~All Chicago pa-
pers will resume their normal size to-
morrow.

WASHINGTON, March' 1.—Presi-
dent James Lynch of the Internation-
al Typographical Union, who is in
Washington gave out a statement to-
night in which he said that the strike
of printers against the Hearst news-
papers in Chicago.was unwise and il-
legal, and irrespective of the outcome,
could’ not 'be »otherwise than disas-
trous to the caule of union labor. He
added that when: the members of the
International | Typographical - Union
understood the facts (they would be
unanimous’ 'in- condemnation of the

arrived - late last night from Jimulco, -
_} The crew reports that twenty bridges

‘bave 'beén  burned south of that point.
1 gadmon damage has been..done £6 |

DOUGLAS, "Ariz., March 1.—The rebel

stead withdrew into thq [Alo mountains -+

Ted:

is changing to anti-revolution, especi- 5

difficulty was experienced in getting |

‘and- ening’ . AL will be
conducted ‘under: wuoxm .made by
4 education nt

Ang ‘@&’ ﬂnmﬁ‘ﬂ

‘the ‘Atlantic:gvithout toucmns port or
remllng bunksﬂ. .

Fthe firs fighters.

There was no thought at th& Sime of
anyone ‘being dnside of the building, and
it was only a.fter the . fire had burned
out a.nﬂ some of those gathered around
yvere going through the ruins that the
ghastly remains of what is supposed to
have been a man were found.

There was no direct evidence as to
who the man was but he ig ! ‘supposed
to have been a Norwegian who for the
|.past few, weeks has been working on a
farm in the district. This man has hesn
missing for a couple of days, and it is
thought that he strayed into the in-
stitute and in some way inadvertently
set the building om fire. The remains
later :were brought into town.

The provincial police are. working on
the case to establish, if possible, the
i@entity of the unfortunate man,

‘'The institute was built by publis sub-
scription out in the Cranberry and Cedar
districts. was worth some $2,600 and was
insured for $500.

———————e

= AMMONIA USED
BY DESPERADO

mm——

Throws Liquid inte  Eyes of
Vancouver Jewsler with In-
'tentf to. Commit Robbery—
Victim Suffers Severely

VANCOUVER, March 2.—At  about
5.20 yesterday afternoon a man who
gave his name at police headquarters
as Joseph Smith entered the store of
M. Kalloffs at 912 Westminster avenue
and demanded of the latter that be
should show him Some jewelry. The
moment that the tray of gold was put
in front of Smith he drew from his
pocket a squirt gun and proceeded  to
i fill the eyes of Mr. Kalloffs with Hquid
ammonia.

Kalloffs then rmeade a grab at Smith
and caught him round the neck, refus-
ing to let him-go." A crowd gathered
and. a policeman was quickly on the
scene. He arrested Smith, and on

‘solidified oil. ipe enabled ‘tto' émn ;

frhera Was o nonﬁﬁ‘emm :
8 Mmass of4

for~Pertage I Prairie
Seek Big Volume of Informa-
tion on Trusts and Combma—
tlons 7

ST

| census shoutd ho taken Ih Canada. Then
| followed . &Mh on 4 ‘motion. of ‘Mr.
| X." MeLean :of “Huron that the senate
¢t c@mfw be ‘made an dlectiva

“The House passed llh Martin's' b

ployees bi-monthly, .

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK

Annual ‘Convention of British Colum-
bia Association ‘Held at Nanaimo
Resclutions Adopted

NANAIMO, March 1~—The -annual
convention of the RBritish Columbia
School  association, which convened
here last Thursday, closed its session
Saturday ‘evening, when the following
officers. were elected for the ensuing.
year; president, J. E. T. Powers; secre-
tary, Thos Bryant; treasurer, A. Wu-

wick.

The meeting. Saturday, which wu
well attended, was opened by the Rev.
Mr. McDonald, who conducted the de-
votional = exércises. - The president.
J..; T. Powers, then took up the order
of business. The resolution committes
brought in its report, embodying the
following resolutions:

That the beat thanks of this convon-
tiop be extended to the pastor .and
trustees of this. church for placing at
our disposal this splendid convention]
room for our meetings; that we extend
our thanks to the daily papers for their
announcements and . reports of our meet-
ings; that the best thanks of this con-
vention be extended to Dr. MacKay and
Mr. George Carter for the help they.
have brought to us in this convention;
that the Sunday schools of the district
be urged to consider the value of a
teachers’ training home - department,
graded lessons, looking towards accom-
plishment of better work for our Master
in the Sunday schools.

All the resolutions were unanimously
adopted.

During the session Mr. George Carter
of Victoria was called upon to deliver
his address on the “The ©ld Guard.”
In defining the title of his address he
disclaimed any intention of dealing ex-
clusively with the A. B. C. movement,
but rather to show that whilst those
who in the past have laid the founda-
tion of the Sunday school werk in this
city and preovince have done work
which should command the admiration
of all who are now reaping the advan-
tages accruing therefrom, there was a
necessity for the young to take up the
work thus begun, in view of the Im-
portance of the work in nastening on
the coming of the Messiah's kingdom.

The round table conference on A.B.C.

making enquiries foupd that Kalloffs
was suffering terribly from the burns
which had been inflicted on his eyes.

Agccording to the: policeman’s story,
when he entered theé store he found
the two men struggling on the floor,
the proprietor refusing to let 8o of the
would-be robber.

Mr. Kelloffs ‘since the incident: has
had the services of two doctors, and it

sight ot one eye..
—_—

Wireless Helps
WASHINGTON March L—Wm

has been-of valuiable assistance 1o the
Unim ‘States signal officers.in.

15 quite possible that he may lose the|

work conducted by the general secre-
‘tary, Rev. I, 'W. Williamson, proved ofJ
special interest and profit, so much so
that it is safe to say that-all Sunday
school workers absent from the confer-
ence missed ‘4 rare treat.

LESTER FIGHTS “BILL”
* LANG IN_ AUSTRALIA

SEATTLE. Feh 28 —Jack. Later,
the Cle Elum, Washington, heavy-

OTTAWA, Feh.: 2% —-Privat,e mombtrs’ ;

‘requiring ‘railway companies to pay em-|

doubt but that Miner was one of the
| bandity captntad “In -connection’ with
the robbery from the Southern Rail-
way Company. The Dominion authori-
ties will bring hlm back to Canada if
‘conviction s not secured against him
in the United States. -

—»—ﬁ?—f———o—-——-—._
GUT‘LAWS WIPED ouT

Hlklm Khm -nd His Followers
c:unht in Cave by British Force

——

PESHAWUI'L British India, March 1—
| The notorious outlaw Hakim Khan, who
has bun for years a thorn in the side
of ' the northwast frontier forces, was

‘ers' in 8 ocave by a British force under
lﬁmt. Cal. 8ir George Roos-Keppell,
au,: cammlnioner of the  northwest
,.gronthr Province,

'm Khan- J'etﬂaﬂd to surrendar. and
& mnehtne gun sent lesd into the du
lmnl all but five of the party were killed.]

.‘;ahns -Chureh Property:

W'hat 18 known as ‘the St. John's
ChuteH dite on Douglas  street — has
been purchased by Mesars. T. R. Cu-
8ack  and 'R. L. Drury for $167,000.
The entire holding of the trastees has
not. ‘been sold, a lot and a half re-
maining, comprising the ground at
the back of the church and ‘the site
upon which the - schoolhouse 'is %o~
¢ated.. The piece of property which
Has changed hands has a  240- foot
frontage .on Douglas street, 120 feet
on Hera.ld and 120 feet on Fisguard,
It is understood to be the intention
of the purchasers to sub-divide and
place the property again on the mar-
ket in the form of business lots.

A plece of property on the north
side of Yates street, just above Blan-
chard, with a sixty foot frontage and
a depth of 120 feet has been sold to
a syndieate representing the Victoria
Country Club for $34,500—at the rate
‘of $675 per fromt foot.

Throughout yesterday there was a
continuous- demand for property in
and dround the Burnside road, an im-
pression. prevailing that it is by this
Toute that the B. C. Electric Railway
will leave the city in building the
Saanich Peninsula extension. Numer-
ous sub-divisions in the Saanich Pen-
insila will be thrown on the market
during the next few weeks, and ev-
erything points to a considerable en-
hancemrient in values in property lying
along the proposed suburban ecarline
route before many days have passed.
. Reésidential property continues in
strong demand. Messrs. McPherson
& Fallerton report that  thirty Ilots
in the Belvedere sub-division which
were purchased during November and
December at $425 each have been re-
sold recently at $650. The same firm
a few days ago bought the property
known as Oak Park and placed it on
the market as a sub-division on Sat-
urday, all twenty lots being sold that
day at a price varying between $800:
and $1,000 per lot. In the sub-divi-
sions known as Hollywood Park and,

lots " have been resold once, and in
some  instances twice at advances of
$300 per lot. The Fairfield Farm Es-
tate recently placed on the market as
a sub-division is rapidly being dis-
posed of, numbers of. lots on Wood-
land road, Carnsew, Durham, Clifford,

hands, and changing a ‘second time at
prices varying from $800 to $1,100 per
lot:. 4
Burns Defeats Powell. v

SAN  FRANCISCO, March ©.—F,
Burns of Oakland, led all ‘the way in
his battle with Léw Powell, of San
Fr\nk!,éo Tuesday and put him out -
with a ‘clean. right right swing to the
in- the nineteenth round of what

welght pugilist, for Whoge. Tomasy b g

complete, and’ thai uh‘o‘

turprhed today wllh 80 of his follow-|;

t chy Lecal Men - -atl
000—~—Sales in Resn“

Hollywood Addition practically all the,

Bfook and Walton streets changing!

“BY 'socmus LENDER

by 6
D i

In Casual' Reference .He De-
. clares that He has Sat fer

the Last Time as Member-of
Present House

 With the lusty chorusing of the well.
loved National Anthem by the u-

3.30 oclock, with more than customs
‘ary suggestiveness of the -déveloping -
democraey of the times in ‘the exceed-’
ingly informal churagter of the: pro-
rogation ' ceremonies; - The . galleries
i held but a few mtﬁﬂnl' groups of
fcasually ‘interested ' onlgokers; the
‘members were at their appointed desks’
in strictly work-a-day garb and with
| the ‘business-like air ﬁturauy attach-
'ing itself to seven wepks of uninter-
rqpted actlvity in the consideration of
laws and policies for the: public good.
¢ list of bills assented, no fewer
than seventy-eight in number; ‘in it
self further emphasizes the strenuous
nature of the expiréd session, and His
Honor's entry. and p‘loling address to
parliament were unostentatious, terse
and practical—the gcene its en-
tlrety foﬂerlng striking con “to the
t!y sp&ctac\ﬁar formalities in-
sefbling of the’ xem-

“policy,
occasion, in Btitish -Columbia’s poliu-
cal hiatory upon which the represen-
tative of the Sovereign has taken leave
of any parHament displaying no op-
position complexion; most. probable,
too, an occurrence without’ parallel in
any: Canadian province. As for the
Soclalists, Messrs. Hawthornthwaite
and P. Williams, it has' long been their
practice thus to assert the, revolution-
ary “principles,” for which they os-
tensibly stand, by withdrawing from
the chamber on all eccasions of = His
Honor’s official visits. = Mr. Brewster,
the reapected representative of Liber-
alism in the councils' of parliament,
does not in any way concur in or ap-
prove of this policy of studied im-
politeness, but earlier in the day had
sailed for Californta after making his
excuse to Mr, Speaker and the Premier
for unavoidable absence on the occas~
ion of prorogation.

A Casual Intimation

Of the brief business sitting of the
afternoon, for-the purpose of clearing
the order paper in anticipation of the
arrival of the Lieutenant-Governor to
release the members of ~ the house
from further attendance, the moat in-
teresting feature was undoubtedly
found in the casual intimation by Mr.
Hawthornthwaite (the Soclalist leader
and member for Nanaimo city) that
ere another session be may possibly
have severed his prominent connection
with provincial affairs—a connection
uninterruptedly maintained during the
past decade; in the course of which
period he has wan a unique and dis-
tinctive individual place among British
Columbia politicians as an éxtra<age
gressive champion of the class inter-
ests that he assumes to specially rep-
resent, as a well-informed parliamen-
tarian, an apt and ready debater, and
the possessor of an ever-nimible wit in
cross-floor repartee. Upon what his
ambitions are now set, to the extent
that he took the house into partisl con
fidence in intimating that he might
| not again occupy a seat in the provin-
jcial assembly, he did not yesterday
Imake reference, but his forewarning
{of a probable early withdrawal from
provincial legislative affairs curiously
synchronizes with ‘rumors recently
afloat that Mr. Hawthornthwaite. as-
pires when occasion next presents it-
self to seek Dominion honors.

Whatever his intentions, should Mr.
Hawthornthwaite . desert provinecial
( politics as he himself suggests, these
politics will miss him. However little
,Sympathy the majority may have with
his political faith, he personally en-
joys In more than average degrea the
high esteem of his fellow legislators
and their sincerely cordial regard.

Of the very extensive legislative pro-
gramme forecasted in His Honor's
opening speech to parliament, practi-
"cally every. item has now been incor~
ported with the statute book of the pro-
‘vince. The one conspicuous exception
/18 found in the bill, which was to have
been presented approvinﬁ the revision

sembled legislators; the second session '
of tho tweltth _parlizment - of - British




